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Disclaimer
The Florida Driver’s Handbook covers 
many condensed and paraphrased points 
of Florida’s laws and provides safety ad-
vice not covered in the laws. The hand-
book is not a legal authority and should 
not be used in a court of law. The Florida 
Driver’s Handbook is printed in volume 
and copies already obtained will not re-
flect any changes made by Legislature 
regarding fees or laws passed after the 
revision date. 

Remember Driving Is A 
Privilege and Not A Right. 

Protect Yourself and Others 
By Knowing The Laws and 

Driving Safely. 

Warning
Under section 322.212 (5), Florida Stat-
utes, it is a third degree felony to use a 
false or fictitious name in any application 
for a driver license or identification card, 
or to knowingly make a false statement, 
knowingly conceal a material fact, or oth-
erwise commit a fraud in any such appli-
cation. 

Violators face immediate arrest and, 
upon conviction, penalties up to a max-
imum fine of $5,000 and imprisonment 
up to 5 years. 

The Florida Department of Highway 
Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV)will 
suspend the driving privilege for one year 
of any person who makes a fraudulent 
application for a Florida driver license. 

Under section 322.36, Florida Statutes, it 
is unlawful for any person to authorize 
or knowingly permit a motor vehicle to 
be operated by any person who does not 
hold a valid driver license. 

Public Records
Florida law and sound records manage-

ment practices require the collection 
of certain personal information in the 
driver licensing process. This personal 
information identifies an individual and 
is used for records management, driver 
improvement, financial responsibility, 
and law enforcement purposes. 

Failure to provide the required informa-
tion will result in denial of a license or 
identification card. Falsification of infor-
mation may result in prosecution.  Florida 
law specifies that all documents or other 
material made or received in connection 
with the transaction of official business 
by any agency are public records. In addi-
tion to all documents, information taken 
from them is subject to public disclosure 
under Florida’s Public Records law. This 
personal information, including name, 
address and driver license number is con-
fidential by law, but may be given to law 
enforcement agencies, insurance compa-
nies, credit bureaus, lending institutions, 
and any other entity exempted by stat-
ute. Medical information, social security 
number and emergency contact informa-
tion are further protected and may only 
be released as specifically authorized by 
Florida law. 

The Division of Motorist Services strives 
to ensure the accuracy of information 
obtained in the licensing process and 
makes every effort to correct any incor-
rect information in its files. Incorrect in-
formation may be corrected by supplying 
your complete name, date of birth, driver 
license number, information on the nature 
of the error and proof that it is an error to 
the Chief, Bureau of Records, Neil Kirk-
man Building, MS 89, Tallahassee, Florida 
32399-0575, or telephone (850) 617-2000..
Certain information, such as conviction 
reports received from a court, can only 
be corrected upon notification from the 
court that the report was in error. 
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Automobile insurance information is 
exempt from the Public Records Law. 
This information is provided to any par-
ty involved in the crash, their attorney 
or insurance company, law enforcement 
agencies and officers of the court, after 
receiving a written request and copy of 
the crash report. 

Important Law 
Changes for 2014

• The breath levels for the Ignition 
Interlock Device was lowered from 
0.05 to 0.025. s.322.2715 F.S.

• Commercial Driver License 
Holders are disqualified for use of 
handheld communication devices 
while driving. s. 322.212(7) F.S.

• Allows drivers to present proof of 
insurance in an electronic format. 
s 316.646 F.S. 

• Requires drivers to stay in right 

lane unless passing. s. 318.081 F.S.
• Revises due process procedures 

for red light camera violation. This 
change allows placement of a stop 
on any vehicle owned or co-owned 
by the offender. 

• Establishes when a private 
entity may swipe a driver license or 
identification card and how the data 
may be used. Also establishes civil 
recourse. s. 322143 F.S.

• Customers may provide 
contributions to ACG Safety Foun-
dation (Auto Club Group) through 
the driver license or tax collector 
office - A new voluntary contribu-
tion. s. 322.08 F.S.

• S. 316.305 F.S establishes 
operating a motor vehicle in motion 
while manually typing into a wire-
less communications device as a 
secondary offense.  
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Message from the 
Director 

The Department 
of Highway Safety 
and Motor Vehi-
cles touches the 
lives of nearly ev-
ery Floridian and 
visitor to our great 
state. All members 
of DHSMV are de-
voted to achieving 
our vision of a safer 

Florida, and we are proud to serve you. 
We are focused and committed to proac-
tively protecting our roadways; enhanc-
ing online services; increasing strategic 
relationships with stakeholders; improv-
ing customer service; measuring critical 
business indicators and managing based 
on those results. 

This driver’s handbook provides some 
basic information you will need to be 
a safe driver and understand Florida’s 
traffic laws and regulations.  This knowl-
edge, along with driving experience and 
your sense of responsibility while driving 
can help protect you, your family, your 
friends and other highway users.

As a Department, we will continue to 
make doing business with us easier, faster 
and better. Safe and considerate driving is 
everyone’s responsibility and we wish you 
many years of happy and safe driving. 
Clayton Boyd Walden, Director 
Division of Motorist Services

Providing Highway 
Safety and Security 
through Excellence 
in Service, Education 
and Enforcement.
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Section 1 
Contact Information

This Section Covers:
• DHSMV Contact Information
• Other Important Contacts & 

Information 

1.1 – DHSMV Contact 
Information

1.1.1 - DHSMV Contacts:
Customer Service Center 
(850) 617-2000

DHSMV Official Web Site 
www.flhsmv.gov

Ask Us a Question 
Common customer questions and an-
swers https://ffdhsmv.custhelp.com/

Identification Requirements 
GatherGoGet.com
Find out what you need to bring with 
you before you make the trip. 

On-Line Transactions (DHSMV 
Virtual Office) 
GoRenew.com 

1.1.2 - Crash Reports
Crash reports may be obtained on-line. 
Crash reports are kept in the local dis-
tricts for two years from the date of the 
crash. Homicide reports are kept in the 
local districts for five years from the date 
of crash.
To order a crash report ($10) older than 
2 years, call (850) 617-3416. 
To order a traffic homicide report ($25) 
older than 5 years, call (850) 617-2306. 
To order traffic homicide photographs, 
call (850) 617-3409. Photographs are $1 
for 5”x7” or $1.50 for 8”x10”. 
NOTE: When requesting photographs, 
have at least two of the following pieces 

of information available when you place 
your request: 

Date of Crash 
County of Crash 
Name of Fatality Victim 
Traffic Homicide Case Number

Crash Reports Online
Crash reports can now be purchased on-
line at www.buycrash.com. Additional 
fees may apply. 

1.1.3 - Driving Transcripts
You may purchase an uncertified copy of 
your driving transcript from the driver 
license and tax collector offices that offer 
driver license services. Certified copies 
of your driving transcript are available 
through the Clerk of the Court or the 
Bureau of Records. To obtain a certified 
copy of a driving transcript in the mail,  
submit a written request that includes 
your full name, date of birth or approxi-
mate age, social security number, Florida 
driver license number (if available) and 
the address where to send the record, 
along with the appropriate fee to: 

Bureau of Records 
P.O. Box 5775 
Tallahassee, Florida 32314-5775 

If you wish to use next day delivery carri-
ers, please send your request to: 

Bureau of Records 
2900 Apalachee Parkway, MS 90 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0575.

Cost for records are:
$8  ............. 3-year
$10  ........... 7-year (complete)   
$10  ........... 3-year or 7-year (certified)

Clerks of Court and Tax Collector offices 
may charge an additional $6.25 service 
fee.

You may pay by personal check or mon-
ey order made payable to the Division 
of Motorist Services. For high-volume 
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requests or corporate/business access to 
the driver license database, please visit 
our web page at www.flhsmv.gov/ddl/
abstract.html.

1.1.4 - Emergency Contact 
Information
In an emergency situation could law en-
forcement personnel contact someone 
for you?

They could if you 
had entered your 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
onto the emer-
gency contact 
information system.  The system allows 
Floridians to voluntarily provide emer-
gency contact information online, giv-
ing law enforcement immediate access 
to this information and making it easier 
for them to speak with someone quicker 
in case of emergency.

If you have a Florida driver license or 
identification card, you can go online 
at https://services.flhsmv.gov/eci/ and 
enter your emergency contact informa-
tion. This information is available to law 
enforcement officers through a secure, 
web-based system and, by law, can only 
be used in the event of an emergency.  

1.1.5 - Florida GrandDriver®
Florida GrandDriver® is an education 
and awareness campaign of the Florida 
Department of Highway Safety and Mo-
tor Vehicles and is based on a program 
developed by the American Association 
of Motor Vehicle Administrators (AAM-
VA). The goal of the campaign is to edu-
cate the public about the effects of age on 
driving ability and to encourage drivers 
to make appropriate choices as we age 
- choices that maximize personal safety 
and the safety of our communities. 

Using interactive community outreach 
activities combined with Web-based 

communication support, the Florida 
GrandDriver® campaign is designed to 
help prepare drivers to “Get Around 
Safe and Sound.” in their later years. The 
campaign aims to educate drivers fami-
ly, friends and caregivers about the chal-
lenges many people face trying to stay 
connected to communities as we age. 
Florida GrandDriver® provides informa-
tion about various steps drivers may take 
to maintain independence as long as pos-
sible as well as actions we can take to stay 
mobile in our communities when we re-
strict or stop driving. For more informa-
tion visit www.flhsmv.gov/FloridaGrand-
Driver 

1.1.6 – On-Line License Check
Visit our web site at http://services.fl-
hsmv.gov/DLCheck/  to take advantage 
of the following services:

• Driver License Check
• Online Insurance Update
• Driving School Eligibility Check
• Social Security Number Update
• Parental Access of Minor Driving 

History
• Driver License and ID Card 

Tracking System

1.1.7 – On-Line Motor Vehicle Check
Visit or our website at https://services.
flhsmv.gov/MVCheckWeb/ for assistance 
with registration or title problems.

1.2 - Other Important Contacts & 
Information:

Florida Clerks of Court
http://www.flclerks.com/

Florida Department of 
Transportation
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/

Florida Tax Collector Association
http://www.floridataxcollectors.com

Hurricanes Safety Tips
http://www.flhsmv.gov/fhp/misc/
HurricaneLinksTips.htm

Social Security Administration
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http://www.ssa.gov/

United States Citizenship and 
Immigration Services
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/
uscis

1.2.1 - Florida Department of  
Transportation’s Free 511 Traffic  
Information Service
The Florida Department of Transpor-
tation’s (FDOT) toll-free 511 Traveler 
Information System provides up-to-
date traffic information in English and 
Spanish for ma-
jor Florida road-
ways. The sys-
tem is updated 
with information 
about crashes, 
commuter travel 
times, congestion, lane closures, severe 
weather, construction and emergency 
evacuation information on interstate 
highways, Florida’s Turnpike and other 
metropolitan roadways. 

There are four convenient ways for mo-
torists to receive traffic updates:    

• Call 511 toll free for updates in 
English and Spanish. 

• Visit FL511.com, with interactive 
roadway maps showing traffic con-
gestion and crashes, travel times and 
traffic camera views. 

• Download the free Florida 511 
mobile app at the iTunes or Google 
Play store. 

• Follow one of the 12 statewide, 
regional or roadway-specific feeds 
on Twitter. To find a list of the re-
gional Twitter accounts, please visit: 
http://www.fl511.com/Twitter.aspx

For custom travel alerts, motorist can 
register for My Florida 511 personalized 
services on FL511.com. Users can visit 
the website to register routes they fre-
quently use in order to hear information 
on those routes first when calling 511. 

Travelers can also register to receive traf-
fic alerts via phone call, text message or 
email. These alerts can be customized by 
choosing the time of day, day of week and 
severity of incidents.

FDOT reminds all travelers to check 511 
before traveling, have a passenger check 
511 or pull over to avoid distracted driving.

Safety Tips
• Call 511 before driving or have a 

passenger call to avoid using a phone 
while driving.

• Customize your trip at FL511.com
before leaving to minimize time 
spent on the phone.

• Leave yourself ample time to reach 
your destination to avoid feeling 
rushed. 

• Take regular breaks and rotate 
drivers during long trips to avoid 
driving while fatigued.  

• Always wear a safety belt.
• Don’t drink and drive.

Florida 511 Features
• Traffic information on all interstate 

highways, toll roads and many other 
metropolitan roadways.

• Commuter travel times and reports 
on crashes, congestion and construction.

• Public transit, airport and seaport
information.

• AMBER, Silver and LEO Alerts 
(America’s Missing: Broadcast 
Emergency Response (AMBER) 
Alerts notify the public of the most 
serious child-abduction cases. Silver 
Alerts notify the public when law 
enforcement agencies are searching 
for missing adults or citizens with 
cognitive impairments, including 
Alzheimer’s disease or other forms of 
dementia. Law Enforcement Officer 
(LEO) Alerts notify the public 
when law enforcement officers are 
searching for an offender(s) who 
has seriously injured or killed a law 
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enforcement officer.)

• FL511.com provides travel 
information, traffic camera views 
and free personalized services, 
including customized travel routes 
and e-mail, text and phone call 
alerts.

• Voice-activated and touch-tone 
navigation available when calling 
511.

• The 511 phone call and FL511.com 
website are available in English and 
Spanish. 

1.2.2 - Florida’s Move Over Law
Florida’s Move Over Law protects law 
enforcement officers, emergency work-
ers and tow truck 
drivers stopped 
along roadways 
while perform-
ing their jobs.  
Violating the Move Over Law puts both 
yourself and a public safety professional 
at risk of injury or death and can result in 
fines and points on your license. 

• On a two-lane roadway, you are 
required to slow to a speed that is 20 
miles per hour less than the posted 
speed limit.

• If the speed limit is 20 miles per 
hour or less, you must slow down to 
five miles per hour.

• If you are driving on an interstate or 
roadway with multiple lanes of 
travel in the same direction, and 
you approach an emergency or law 
enforcement vehicle parked along 
the roadway, you must vacate the 
lane closest to that vehicle as soon 
as it is safe to do so. If you are not 
able to safely move over, you must 
slow down to a speed of 20 MPH 
below the posted speed limit unless 
directed otherwise by a law enforce-
ment officer. 

Violators of the Move Over Law will be 
issued a citation! For more information, 
please visit www.flhsmv.gov/fhp. 

1.2.3 - Florida Organ and Tissue  
Donor Program
Donate Life Florida is the non-profit 
501(c)3 organization contracted by the 
State of Florida, Agency for Health Care 
Administration to cre-
ate and oversee the 
state’s organ, eye, and 
tissue donor registry 
in addition to imple-
menting educational 
initiatives tailored to 
increase understanding and support for 
donation and donor designation.

The Joshua Abbott Organ & Tissue Do-
nor Registry was created in July 2009 to 
allow Floridians an easy, user-friend-
ly means of joining the state’s Registry. 
Floridians can join the Registry online 
at www.DonateLifeFlorida.org, when 
renewing their driver license online, or 
when obtaining/renewing their license 
at a local driver license office. Individu-
als can also request a registration form by 
calling Donate Life Florida at 1-877-FL-
SHARE (1-877-357-4273).

Individuals that already have “organ do-
nor” on their licenses or identification 
card are still encouraged to join the new 
Registry, ensuring their wishes are doc-
umented.  

Today, more than 100,000 children and 
adults await lifesaving organ transplants 
while hundreds of thousands more are in 
need of tissue transplants. Together, we 
can make a difference.

How Can You Help? 
1. Learn the facts about organ, eye 

and tissue donation.
2. Designate your wishes by joining 

the Joshua Abbott Organ & Tissue 
Donor Registry at  
www.DonateLifeFlorida.org
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3. Spread the word about the 

importance of donation and do-
nor  designation with family and 
friends. 

4. Get involved as a volunteer, 
contribute financially in sup-
port of the Registry or statewide 
educational initiatives, or request 
a speaker by calling Donate Life 
Florida at 1-877-FL-SHARE. 

5. ALL OF THE ABOVE 

Test Your 
Knowledge

1. What is the move over law? 
(See section 1.2.2)

2. What is the benefit of the 
Emergency Contact 
Information System? 
(See Section 1.1.4)

3. How can you participate in 
the Florida Organ and 
TissueDonor Program? 
(See section 1.2.3)

4. What is the web address used 
to check the status of your driver 
license? (See section 1.1.6)



12

Official Florida Driver’s Handbook • 2014

Section 2 
The Florida Driver 
License

This Section Covers:
• 2.1: Definitions
• 2.1: Who Needs a Florida 

License
• 2.3: Who Does Not Need a 

Florida License
• 2.4: Florida Classified Driver 

Licenses
• 2.5: Identification 

Requirements
• 2.6: Parent’s Consent for Minors
• 2.7: Traffic Law Substance 

Abuse Education
• 2.8: Testing
• 2.9: Physical and Mental 

Requirements
• 2.10: Restriction and 

Endorsement Codes on Florida 
Licenses

• 2.11: Selective Service
• 2.12: Sexual Offenders and 

Sexual Predators
• 2.13: Career Offender
• 2.14: Voluntary Contributions
• 2.15: Fees

2.1 - Definitions 
Business District: An area where 50% or 
more of the land next to the road is used 
for businesses.

Bicycle: Every vehicle propelled solely by 
human power.

Cancellation: The act of declaring a driv-
er’s license void and terminated.

Certified Copy: A copy which is marked 
in some official way to show that it is a 
true copy of the original document. To 
get a certified copy of a document, you 
must contact the agency that issued the 
original document. 

Child Restraints: Infant carriers or re-

movable car seats specially designed to 
keep babies and young children from be-
ing injured in car crashes. A lap belt may 
be used as a restraint for children four 
years old or older.

Conviction: A judgment of guilt in a 
court. In a driver’s record, suspended sen-
tences, forfeiting/entreasures of bonds, 
and pleas of no contest count against the 
driver just as a conviction does.

Department: The Department of High-
way Safety and Motor Vehicles.

Endorsement: A special authorization 
which permits a person to drive certain 
types of vehicles, transport certain types 
of property or transport a number of pas-
sengers.

Felony: Any criminal offense that is pun-
ishable under the laws of this state, or 
that would be punishable if committed 
in this state, by death or imprisonment in 
a state penitentiary.  “State penitentiary” 
includes state correctional facilities.

Immigrant: A “Permanent Resident 
Alien” who is admitted to the United 
States as a lawful permanent resident.  
Immigrants are legally accorded the priv-
ilege of residing permanently in the Unit-
ed States and are issued immigrant visas 
or adjusted to permanent resident status 
by the USCIS.

Intersection: Where two streets meet or 
cross.

Motor Vehicle: Any self-propelled vehi-
cle not operated upon rails or guide way, 
but not including any bicycle, motorized 
scooter, electric personal assistive device, 
swamp buggy, or moped. as defined in 
section 316.003, Florida Statutes.

Motorcycle: Any motor vehicle having 
a seat or saddle for the use of the rider 
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and designed to travel on not more than 
three wheels in contact with the ground, 
but excluding a tractor or a moped.

Non-Immigrant: An alien who seeks 
temporary entry to the United States for 
a specific purpose and who has declared 
ones intention to stay only for a tempo-
rary period of time.

Pedestrian: Any person afoot.

Resident: A person, who has his prin-
cipal place of domicile in this state for 
a period of more than six consecutive 
months, has registered to vote, has made 
a statement of domicile pursuant to sec-
tion 222.17, Florida Statutes, or has filed 
for homestead exemption on property in 
this state.

Residential District: An area where 
most of the land next to the road is used 
for homes.

Restriction: A prohibition against oper-
ating certain types of motor vehicles or 
a requirement that a driver comply with 
certain conditions when driving a motor 
vehicle.

Revocation: The termination of a licens-
ee’s privilege to drive a motor vehicle.

Suspension: The temporary withdrawal 
of a licensee’s privilege to drive a motor 
vehicle.

U.S. Citizen: A person born in the U.S., 
Naturalized, or one who has obtained a 
Certificate of Citizenship from the De-
partment of State.

Vehicle: Every device, in, upon, or by 
which any person is or may be trans-
ported or drawn upon a highway, except 
devices used exclusively upon stationary 
rails or tracks.

2.2 - Who Needs a Florida 
License? 

• If you live in Florida and want to 
drive a motor vehicle on public 
streets and highways. 

• If you move to Florida and have a 
valid license from another state, you 
must get a Florida license within 30 
days of becoming a resident.
You are considered a resident of 
Florida if you: 
a. Enroll your children in public 

school, or
b. Register to vote, or
c. File for a homestead exemption, or
d. Accept employment, or 
e. Reside in Florida for more than six

consecutive months.

2.3 - Who Does Not Need a 
Florida License? 

The following persons may drive in Flori-
da without a Florida driver license, if they 
have a valid license from another state or 
country: 

• Any non-resident who is at least 16 
years old providing;
• The non-resident has a valid 

non-commercial driver   license 
from another state or territory of 
the United States; or

• An International Driving Permit 
from his or her country of res-
idence accompanied by a valid 
license from that country.  

• Persons employed by the United 
States government driving a United 
States government motor vehicle on 
official business. 

• Any non-resident working for a firm 
on a contract for the United States 
government. (This exemption is only 
for 60 days.) 

• Any non-resident attending college 
in Florida. 

• Persons who drive only vehicles 
like farm tractors or road machines 
temporarily on the highway may 
drive without a license. 
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• A licensed driver that lives in 

another state and travels regular-
ly between his home and work in 
Florida. 

• Non-resident migrant farm workers 
even though they are employed or 
place children in the public schools, 
providing they have a valid license 
from their home state. 

1. Members of the Armed Forces sta-
tioned in Florida and their dependents, 
with these exceptions: 

a. Service member or spouse claims 
homestead exemption (All drivers in 
family must obtain Florida licenses), 
b. Service member becomes employed 
(All drivers in family must obtain 
Florida licenses), 
c. Spouse becomes employed (Spouse 
and children who drive must obtain 
Florida licenses), 
d. Child becomes employed (Only 
employed child who drives must 
obtain Florida license) 

2.4 - Florida Classified Driver 
Licenses

The Department of Highway Safety and 
Motor Vehicles issues the following class-
es of licenses: Class A, B, C, and E. Class E 
is for drivers of non-commercial vehicles. 
This handbook contains information 
needed to obtain a Class E License. 

Classes A, B, and C are for drivers of 
commercial motor vehicles such as large 
trucks and buses.

You must have a CDL to operate:
• Any single vehicle with a gross 

vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 
26,001 pounds or more.

• A combination vehicle with a gross 
combination weight rating of 26,001 
or more pounds, if the trailer(s) has 
a GVWR of 10,001 or more pounds.

• A vehicle designed to transport 16 
or more passengers (including the 
driver).

• Any size vehicle which requires 
hazardous material placards or is 
carrying material listed as a select 
agent or toxin in 42 CFR part 73. 
Federal regulations through the 
Department of Homeland Security 
require a background check and 
fingerprinting for the Hazardous 
Materials endorsement. 

There is a separate manual entitled Com-
mercial Driver License Manual for truck 
and bus drivers. This manual is available 
at any Motorist Services or Tax Collector 
licensing agent office that offers driver li-
cense services or on DHSMV’s web page 
at www.flhsmv.gov. If you wish to drive a 
motor vehicle you must be properly test-
ed and licensed. 

2.5 - Identification Requirements

All applicants for a Florida driver license 
or identification card must present:

• Primary identification (Step 1);
• Proof of social security number or 

if you have not been issued a social 
security number, you must bring 
a letter from the Social Security 
Administration indicating that you 
were never issued one. In addition 
you will need to provide a secondary 
form of identification (Step 2);

• Two documents showing your 
residential address (Step 3).

If your name has changed since the is-
suances of the primary identification, 
you will need to present a name change 
document.  See section 3.3.1 for a list of 
acceptable name change documents. 

Please visit www.GatherGoGet.com to 
obtain a personalized list of require-
ments.

Step 1:  Primary Identification
U.S. Citizens must provide one of the fol-
lowing original or certified documents:

1. Certified United States birth 
certificate, including territories and 
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District of Columbia. The birth 
certificate must be issued by a 
government agency. Hospital birth 
certificates cannot be accepted.

2. Valid unexpired United States 
passport or Passport Card

3. Consular Report of Birth Abroad
4. Certificate of Naturalization
5. Certificate of Citizenship

Immigrants must provide one of the fol-
lowing original or certified documents 
to establish continuous lawful presence:

1. Valid Alien Registration receipt 
card, (Green card, Form I-151 
or I-551, or Permanent Resident 
Card) 

2. I-551 stamp in a valid passport 
with a valid U.S. Visa affixed or on 
an approved I-94 

3. Immigration Judges Order, with 
the customer’s A-number, granting 
asylum 

4. I-797, with the customer’s 
A-number, stating the customer has 
been granted asylum

5. I-797 or another form from the 
Citizenship and Immigration Ser-
vices, with the customer’s A-num-
ber, stating the customer’s applica-
tion for Refugee status is approved. 

Canadian Citizens must provide one of 
the following original or certified doc-
uments to establish continuous lawful 
presence:

1. Valid Canadian passport 
2. Original or certified Canadian birth

certificate 
3. Canadian Naturalization Certificate
4. Canadian Certificate of Citizenship

Non-Immigrants must provide one of 
the following original documents to es-
tablish continuous lawful presence.  The 
document must be valid for more than 
30 days:

1. Valid Employment Authorization 
Card issued by the United States 

Citizenship and Immigration Ser-
vice (Form I-688B or I-766) 

2. Proof of non-immigrant 
classification provided by United 
States Citizenship and Immigration 
Service (Form I-94, not expired, 
with required supporting attach-
ment(s). If in doubt regarding 
required documents, please bring all 
of your Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services documentation with 
you). I-94s must be accompanied 
by a valid Passport with a valid U.S. 
Visa affixed. Certain classifications 
require additional documentation. 
Some examples are: 
• F-1 and M-1 classification must 

also be accompanied by an I-20. 
• J-1 or J-2 designation must be 

accompanied by a DS-2019. 
• Refugee, asylee and parolee 

classifications must be accompa-
nied by additional documentation.

The following documents will only be 
accepted with a supporting document, 
including but not limited to a Passport, 
Florida Driver License or Identification 
Card, Driver License from any other 
state, Employment Authorization Card, 
Employer Identification, Identification 
from home country, Identification from 
school or college, Social Security Card or 
other Citizenship and Immigration Ser-
vices document. 

• I-571 Travel Document/Refugee 
Travel Permit 

• I-512 Parole Letter Accepted 
• IJO- Asylum or Cancellation of 

Removal - Immigration Judges Or-
der granting Asylum or Cancellation 
of Removal. 

Immigrants, Canadian citizens, and oth-
er non-immigrants applying for a Florida 
driver license will be issued a 30-day pa-
per temporary driving permit without a 
photo.  Non-U.S. citizens applying for an 
original identification card will be issued 
a receipt.
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DHSMV will review the identification 
documents provided and electronically 
verify their validity with the Department 
of Homeland Security, FDLE and the FBI.  
If your identity and legal presence is veri-
fied, you will be issued a driver license or 
identification card at the issuance office.  

If proof of identity / legal presence does 
not verify, the transaction will require 
secondary verification.  If the proof of 
identity / legal presence verifies in the 
secondary verification process, the driver 
license or identification card will be sent 
to you in the mail h if the secondary veri-
fication does not verify, the driver license 
or identification card issuance will be de-
nied.  

Go to the U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services website located at http://
www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis for in-
formation about obtaining identification/
legal presence documents for immigrants 
and non-immigrants. 

Step 2: Social Security Number or 
Secondary Identification
Florida law requires the collection of the 
complete social security number as proof 
of your identity.  We will electronically 
verify the information you provide with 
the Social Security Administration. All 
applicants for a driver license or identi-
fication card must present one of the fol-
lowing original or certified documents as 
proof of their social security numbers:

• Social Security card 
• W-2 form
• Pay check containing your social 

security number
• Any 1099 form

The name on your social security docu-
ment must match the name that you wish 
to have on your driver license or identifi-
cation card.  If you recently changed your 
name, please update your records with 
the Social Security Administration first.  

If you have never been issued a social se-
curity number and you are a U.S. citizen 
or immigrant, you must provide a letter 
from the Social Security Administration 
indicating that a number has never been 
issued.  You must also provide one of the 
secondary documents listed below.  All 
non-immigrants, including Canadians, 
must provide one of the following sec-
ondary documents:

1. A driver license from the District 
 of Columbia, U.S. Territories, or 
 one of our 50 states
2.  School record stating date of birth, 
 which must contain the registrar’s 
 signature 
3.   Transcript of the birth record filed 
 with a public officer charged with 
 the duty of recording certificates 
4.  Baptism certificate, which shows 
 date of birth and the place of 
 baptism 
5.  Family Bible record or birth 
 announcement in a baby book 
6.  An insurance policy on the 
 customer’s life, which has been in 
 force for at least two years and 
 which has the month, day and year
 of birth 
7.  A military or military dependent 
 identification card (United States 
 Military ID cards with an Officer 
 Rank will be accepted as proof of 
 citizenship only, not as a primary 
 identification) 
8.  An identification card from the 
 District of Columbia, U.S. 
 Territories or one of our 50 states
9.  Florida license record or 
 identification card record 
10.  Selective Service Registration 
 (Draft Card) 
11. Florida or out of state vehicle 
 registration 
12. Florida driver license or 
 identification cards 
13. Receipt copy of your last Florida 
 driver license issuance 
14. Immigration Form I-571 
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15. Federal Form DD-214 (military 
 record) 
16. Marriage certificate 
17. Court order, which includes legal 
 name 
18. A Florida voter registration card, 
19. Personal identification by an 
 examiner agent or by a person 
 well known to the examiner agent
20. Social Security Card 
21. Parent consent form of minor, 
 signed by the parent or legal 
 guardian
22. Government issued out-of-
 country passport, driver license, 
 or identification card 
23. Concealed weapons permit

Go to the Social Security Administration 
website located at http://www.ssa.gov/ 
for information about obtaining an orig-
inal or replacement social security card.  

Step 3: Proof of Residential 
Address
All applicants for a driver license or iden-
tification card must present two docu-
ments with their residential addresses:

1. Deed, mortgage, monthly 
 mortgage statement, mortgage 
 payment booklet or residential 
 rental/lease agreement
2. Florida Voter Registration Card
3. Florida Vehicle Registration or 
 Title
4. Florida Boat Registration or Title 
 (if living on a boat/houseboat)
5. Statements (Contact your local 
 driver license or tax collector 
 office for information about using 
 statements). 
7. A utility hook up
9. Automobile Payment Booklet
10. Selective Service Card
11. Medical or health card with 
 address listed
12. Current homeowner’s insurance 
 policy or bill

13. Current automobile insurance 
 policy or bill
14. Educational institution transcript 
 forms for the current school year
15. Unexpired professional license 
 issued by a government agency in 
 the U.S.
16. W-2 form or 1099 form
17. Form DS2019, Certificate of 
 Eligibility for Exchange Visitor 
 (J-1) status
18. A letter from a homeless shelter, 
 transitional service provider, or 
 half-way house verifying that the 
 customer resides at the shelter 
 address
19. Utility bills, mail from financial 
 institutions; including checking, 
 savings, or investment account 
 statements    
20. Mail from Federal, State, County 
 or City government agencies 
 (including city and county 
 agencies)
21. Transients – Sexual Offender/
 Predator/Career Offender: FDLE 
 Registration Form completed by 
 local sheriff ’s department

2.6 - Parent’s Consent for Minors 

If you are under 18 and are not married, 
your license application must be signed 
by one parent or legal guardian. 

The application must be signed in front of 
the DL examiner/agent or a notary public. 
Whoever signs your application agrees to 
take responsibility with you for your driv-
ing. If the signer decides not to accept re-
sponsibility for your driving, your license 
will be canceled. To cancel the license, 
the signer must write a letter to DHSMV, 
at the address listed below, requesting 
to withdraw their consent for the minor 
driver. Include the complete name, date 
of birth and driver license number of the 
minor driver in the letter.  

Division of Motorist Services
Neil Kirkman Building
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2900 Apalachee Parkway
Tallahassee, Florida 32399
Attn: Bureau Chief of Motorist Com-
pliance

The consent form must be 
signed by a parent or legal 

guardian.  If the document is not 
signed in front of an examiner/

agent, the parent or legal  
guardian’s signature must be 

notarized by a Notary.

2.7 – Traffic Law Substance 
Abuse Education
If you have never held a regular driver 
license in any state, country, or jurisdic-
tion, you must complete a Traffic Law 
and Substance Abuse Education course 
before applying for a Learner’s license 
in the state of Florida.  Additional infor-
mation about the Traffic Law Substance 
Abuse Education course can be found in 
section 9.1.

2.8 – Testing 

2.8.1 - Purpose of Driver License 
Examination 

The purpose of the license examination is 
to determine several things: 

a. Can you read and understand road 
signs, traffic signals and highway 
markings? 

b. Do you know the Florida driving 
rules? 

c. Can you see well enough to drive 
safely? 

d. Do you have the skill and 
experience to drive safely? 

e. Do you have any physical or mental 
handicaps that would affect your 
driving? 

2.8.2 – Testing Methods
Driver license testing can be adminis-
tered at State driver license office, tax col-
lector licensing agents, Driver Education 

Licensing Assistance Programs (DELAP) 
and authorized third party vendors.

A list of driver license offices and tax col-
lector licensing agents can be found on 
the DHSMV web site located at http://
www.flhsmv.gov/offices/.

Driver Education 
Many driver education teachers assist the 
Department of Highway Safety and Mo-
tor Vehicles in licensing new drivers. Stu-
dents who complete their driver license 
tests through DHSMV approved Driver 
Education Licensing Assistance Program 
(DELAP) courses in participating public 
or private schools will have the results en-
tered into DHSMV’s test records by their 
driver education teacher. 

The test results will be used by the lo-
cal driver license office for issuance of a 
learner’s driver license or Class E license. 
DHSMV may, however, test any student 
on a random basis before issuing a driver 
license. 

Third Party Testing 
Driver license exams (road rules or road 
signs) are now available from providers 
approved by Department of Highway 
Safety and Motor Vehicles. The on-line 
service is available to students under 18 
years of age. Students of all ages may take 
the exams with a provider who offers the 
exams in an in-person setting.  A list of 
approved third party testers providing 
this service can be found on our website 
at http://www.flhsmv.gov/ddl/TPDLTS_
providers.html.

2.8.3 – Examination 
Requirements
Persons applying for an original Florida 
license are required to take the following 
tests: 
Learner’s Driver License 

• Original - vision, hearing, and 
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Class E knowledge test.(road rules & 
road signs)

• Renewal - vision and hearing 
Class E License

• Original - vision, hearing, and 
Class E knowledge test.(road rules & 
road signs)

• Renewal - vision and hearing 
NOTE: Persons holding a valid license 
from other states, U.S. possessions, Can-
ada, France, or Republic of Korea (South 
Korea) are only required to take a vision 
test unless their driving ability is ques-
tionable; the license from the other states 
or U.S. possessions must be surrendered 
at the time of issuance of the Florida 
driver license. Persons holding a license 
from Germany and Taiwan are required 
to take the vision, hearing and written 
exam. The driving test may be waived 
unless their driving ability is question-
able.
Motorcycle Endorsement - In addition 
to the above tests, customers requesting 
motorcycle endorsements must com-
plete a motorcycle rider course unless 
they have a motorcycle endorsement on 
a French, Canadian, or out-of-state li-
cense (except Alabama). 

Commercial Driver Licenses - see Flor-
ida CDL handbook for required exams.  
A copy of the CDL Handbook can be 
obtained on the handbook page of the 
DHSMV website located at http://www.
flhsmv.gov/handbooks/.

2.8.4 - Examination Information 
Vision Test - You will be restricted to 
wearing corrective lenses when you 
drive if you need to wear contact lenses 
or glasses to pass the test.
 
Your driving privilege will be revoked if 
you are unable to meet the minimum vi-
sion standards. To pass, you must meet 
the following vision standards with or 

without corrective lenses: 
• 20/40 or better vision in each eye 

with or without corrective lenses 
meets state requirements without 
referral to an eye specialist. 

• 20/50 or worse vision in either eye 
with or without corrective lenses 
are referred to an eye specialist for 
possible improvement.

• 20/70 vision in either eye, or both 
eyes together may pass with or with-
out corrective lenses after referral 
to an eye specialist, providing the 
vision in the worst eye is better than 
20/200. 

• If one eye is blind or 20/200 or 
worse, the other eye must be 20/40 
or better.

• The use of telescopic lenses to meet 
visual standards is not recognized in 
Florida.

Class E Knowledge Test
A multiple-choice test that consists of 10 
road signs for you to identify by color, 
shape or meaning and 40 road rules re-
garding Florida traffic laws. 

Vehicle Inspection for Driving Test
Your vehicle will be inspected to deter-
mine that it is safe for a driving test.

Driving Test
• You must provide a vehicle for the 

driving test. If you do not have a val-
id license, you must be accompanied 
by a licensed driver. 

• An interpreter can be used during 
the driving test.  No other passengers 
are permitted.

You are expected to perform the follow-
ing maneuvers on the driving test: 

• Turn About (Three Point Turn) - 
Turn your car around in a 30’ to 40’ 
space. 

• Shift Gears -Change gears smoothly
and correctly (if your car has a man-
ual shift transmission). 



20

Official Florida Driver’s Handbook • 2014
• Approach of Crossing -Get in the 

proper lane and look in each direc-
tion. Change gears smoothly and 
correctly (if your car has a manual 
shift transmission). 

• Observe Right-of-Way - Allow 
pedestrians to cross, pull over and 
stop for emergency vehicles and do 
not enter an intersection where you 
will interfere with other traffic. 

• Straight-In Parking - Park your 
vehicle inside the parking space 
straight-in. When properly parked, 
the vehicle should be centered inside 
the space with no part of the vehicle 
extending out in the traffic lane. This 
maneuver gives the examiner/agent 
the opportunity to observe your 
ability to: 
a) handle the vehicle in close quarters 
b) judge distance 
c) maintain control of the vehicle as 
you turn into a straight-in parking 
space 

• Parking on a Grade - If there is 
no hill on your driving test, this 
maneuver is simulated when the car 
is in the straight-in parking space 
or when the car is pulled over to the 
side of the road before the turnabout 
maneuver. You will be instructed to 
show or tell the examiner/agent what 
you would do if you were going to 
leave the vehicle parked up or down 
a hill, with or without a curb. 

• Stop Quickly - Drive at 20 miles 
per hour and make a quick, safe stop 
when the examiner/agent instructs 
you. 

• Backing -Back for a distance of 50 
feet at a slow speed. Do not use 
the rear-view mirror or rear-view 
camera when backing. Look to the 
rear instead. 

• Obey Stop Signs - Give the proper 
signal if turning, approach in the 
proper lane, come to a complete 
stop before reaching the pedestrian 
crosswalk*or stop line, and remain 

stopped until you can move safely 
without interfering with cross traffic 
or pedestrians. 
* Keep in mind that most intersections 
contain legal crosswalks; marked or 
unmarked. An unmarked crosswalk is 
the  portion of the roadway at an 
intersection that would connect oppo-
site sides of the street.

• Obey Traffic Signals - Get into the 
proper lane and approach the light at 
a speed that will allow you to stop if 
the light should change. When you 
must stop, stop before the pedes-
trian crosswalk or stop line. When 
the light turns green, do not move 
forward until the other traffic has 
cleared the intersection. Give the 
correct signal for stopping and turn-
ing.  Watch for “no turn” and “one 
way” signs. 

• Signal and Turn - Get into the 
proper lane and signal your turn for 
the last 100 feet. You may use either 
hand signals or mechanical signals.  
Slow before reaching the crosswalk 
and turn into the proper lane. 

• Passing - Always look ahead and 
behind to make sure you can pass 
safely. Pass on the left, unless the car 
ahead is about to make a left turn 
or is in the left turn lane on a street 
with more than one lane in each di-
rection. Do not pass on the shoulder 
(side of the road). 

• Stay in Proper Lane - Drive in the 
right lane except on a one-way street. 
Do not change lanes until you may 
do so safely. 

• Follow at a Safe Distance - Do not 
follow too closely behind other cars. 
Keep a minimum following distance 
of three to four seconds with an 
additional second for any unusual 
weather or traffic conditions.

• Use Proper Posture - Keep both 
hands on the steering wheel and do 
not rest your elbow in the window. 
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The examiner/agent will explain any 
mistakes you may have made after the 
test is completed. If you disqualify on the 
driving test, you will be asked to study 
or practice before returning for another 
test. You will be asked to return another 
day for additional tests. 

If you pass the examination, the examin-
er/agent will collect the fee and issue your 
license. If you surrender a valid Florida 
learner’s license and do not need to make 
changes, you are not charged additional 
fees for the replacement Class E. 

2.9 - Physical and Mental 
Requirements 

You must list any physical or mental 
problems on your license application 
that might affect your driving.  Many of 
the physical problems can be handled 
by placing restrictions on your license. 
If you have epilepsy, fainting spells, 
dizziness, blackouts or any other med-
ical condition that could impair your 
driving, you may be asked to have your 
doctor complete a medical report form. 
These forms may be requested through 
your local driver licenses office and are 
mailed directly to you. The report must 
be completed by your doctor and sub-
mitted to DHSMV before a license is is-
sued. If you are diabetic and use insulin, 
you may request that “Insulin Depen-
dent” is indicated on your license. 

2.10 - Restriction and 
Endorsement Codes on 
Florida Licenses 

2.10.1 - Restriction Codes 
A  Corrective Lenses means a person 
 must wear corrective lenses at all 
 times when operating a vehicle. 
B  Outside Rearview Mirror (Left 

Side) means the vehicle the person 
is driving must have a left outside 
rearview mirror on the car. 

C Business Purposes Only means a 
driving privilege that is limited to 

any driving necessary to maintain 
livelihood, including driving to and 
from work, necessary on-the-job 
driving, driving for educational 
purposes, and driving for church 
and for medical purposes. 

D Employment Purposes Only 
means a driving privilege that is 
limited to driving to and from 
work and any necessary on-the-job 
driving required by an employer or 
occupation. 

E  Daylight Driving Only means the 
person can only drive during day-
light hours. 

F  Automatic Transmission means 
the person can only drive a vehicle 
that has automatic transmission. 

G  Power Steering means the person 
must drive a vehicle with power 
steering. 

I  Directional Signals means a 
person must drive a vehicle 
equipped with mechanical signals. 

J  Grip on Steering Wheel means the 
vehicle must be equipped with a 
knob or grip on the steering wheel. 

K  Hearing Aid means the person 
must wear a hearing aid at all times 
while driving a CDL vehicle. 

L  Seat Cushion means the person 
must use a seat cushion at all times 
while driving. 

M  Hand Controls or Pedal 
Extension means the vehicle must 
be equipped with hand controls or 
a pedal extension. 

N  Left Foot Accelerator means the 
vehicle must be equipped with a 
left foot accelerator. 

P  Probation-Interlock Device 
means the vehicle must be 
equipped with a device that locks 
the ignition. 

S  Other Restrictions means there 
are other restrictions imposed on 
this license. 

X  Medical Alert Bracelet means the 
person wears a medical alert bracelet.  



22

Official Florida Driver’s Handbook • 2014
2.10.2 - Restriction Codes 
Appearing on Commercial 
Driver Licenses Only
1. Vehicles W/O Air Brakes - issued 

to those who have not passed the 
required written and/or skills tests 
for the operation of vehicles with 
air brakes. 

2. CDL-Intrastate Only (CMV) - 
issued to those who are authorized 
to operate commercial motor vehi-
cles inside Florida only. 

3. Bus Only (CMV) - issued to 
persons who are only authorized to 
operate a commercial vehicle that 
is a bus. 

4. CMV<26,001 LBS Gross Vehicle 
 Weight Rating 
5. No Tractor/Trailers 
6. No Class A Passenger Vehicles 
7. No Class B Passenger Vehicles
V.   CDL Medical Variance 

NOTE: Drivers with a restriction on their 
license who do not comply with the re-
quirements of the restriction can be is-
sued a citation for violation of restriction 
and could be suspended. Offenses of this 
type are a second degree misdemeanor, 
except for violations of restriction code 
X. 

2.10.3 - Endorsement Codes 
These endorsements are placed on Class 
A, B, or C commercial driver licenses.
H  Placarded Hazmat - issued to 

those who have passed the required 
written tests and who will transport

 placarded hazardous materials. 
N  Tank Vehicles - issued to those 

who have passed the required writ-
ten tests and who will drive tank 
vehicles. 

P  Passengers - issued to those who 
have passed the required written 
and skills tests and who will drive 

 passenger vehicles. 
T  Double/Triple Trailers -issued to 

those who have passed the required 
written tests and who will drive 

 double or triple tractor trailer 
 vehicles. 
S  School Bus - issued to those who 

have passed the required written 
and skills tests and who will drive a 

 school bus. 
X  Placarded Hazmat & Tank Vehicles 

- issued to those who qualify for 
endorsements H and N. 

2.11 - Selective Service 

State law requires  any male that is a U.S. 
citizen or immigrant who is at least 18 
years old but less than 26 years old, to 
comply with Federal Selective Service 
System requirements when applying to 
receive a driver’s license, a learner’s driv-
er’s license, a commercial driver’s license, 
an identification card, or a renewal or 
replacement card or license. Any driver 
license or identification card applicant 
consents to the Federal Selective Service 
System requirements. 

2.12 - Sexual Offenders and 
Sexual Predators 
Within 48 hours after completing the 
required initial registration as a sexual 
predator or sexual offender in Florida, 
all sexual predators and sexual offenders 
who are not incarcerated, including sexu-
al predators and sexual offenders who are 
under the supervision of the Florida De-
partment of Corrections, shall register in 
person at a driver license office of the De-
partment of Highway Safety and Motor 
Vehicles or Tax Collector licensing agent.  
If otherwise qualified, such person shall 
secure a Florida driver license or identi-
fication card. 

The sexual predator or sexual offender 
must identify him or herself as such and 
provide his or her place of permanent 
or temporary residence.  Post office box 
numbers may not be used in place of a 
physical residential address. 
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Each time a sexual predator’s driver li-
cense or identification card is subject to 
renewal and within 48 hours after any 
change of the predator’s or offender’s 
residence or change in the predator’s or 
offender’s name by reason of marriage or 
other legal process, the predator or of-
fender shall report in person to a driver 
licenses office or Tax Collector licensing 
agent.  If otherwise qualified, such per-
son shall secure a Florida driver license 
or identification card.  

For more information about registra-
tion and notification requirements, you 
may contact your local sheriff ’s office, 
your supervising officer with Probation 
& Parole or the Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement at 1-888-FL-PRED-
ATOR (1-888-357-7332), Sexual Of-
fender/Predator Unit, Post Office Box 
1489, Tallahassee, Florida 32302-1489;  
www.fdle.state.fl.us. 

2.13 - Career Offender 
As of January 1, 2003: Career offenders 
are certain persons who are designated 
as habitual violent felony offenders, vio-
lent career criminals, or three-time vio-
lent felony offenders, s. 775.26, 944.608, 
944.609. 

Within two working days after complet-
ing the required registration as a career 
offender in Florida, all career offend-
ers who are not incarcerated, including 
career offenders who are under the su-
pervision of the Florida Department of 
Corrections, shall register in person at a 
driver license office of the Department 
of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles or 
Tax Collector licensing agent.  If other-
wise qualified, such person shall secure 
a Florida driver license or identification 
card. 

Each time a career offender’s driver li-
cense or identification card is subject to 
renewal and within two working days 

after any change of the career offender’s 
residence or change in the career offend-
er’s name by reason of marriage or other 
legal process, the career offender shall 
report in person to a driver license office 
or Tax Collector licensing agent.  If oth-
erwise qualified, such person shall secure 
a Florida driver license or identification 
card. The career offender must identify 
him or herself as such and provide his 
or her place of permanent or temporary 
residence. Post office box numbers may 
not be used in place of a physical resident 
address. 

For more information about registration 
and notification requirements, you may 
contact your local sheriff ’s office, your 
supervising officer with Probation & Pa-
role or the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement at 1-888-357-7332, Career 
Offender Unit, Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement at 1-888-FL-PRED-
ATOR (1-888-357-7332), Sexual Of-
fender/Predator Unit, Post Office Box 
1489, Tallahassee, Florida 32302-1489;  
www.fdle.state.fl.us. 

2.14 - Voluntary Contributions 

When you are applying for a driver li-
cense or identification card you may vol-
untarily contribute to the following spe-
cial trust funds:
ACG Traffic Safety Foundation- 
Minimum contribution: $1
Autism Services and Supports - 
Minimum contribution: $1
Children’s Hearing Help Fund - 
Minimum contribution: $1
Disabled American Veterans - 
Minimum contribution: $1
Family First - 
Minimum contribution: $1
Florida Council of the Blind - 
Minimum contribution: $1
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Health Care Trust Fund - 
Minimum contribution: $1
Hearing Research Institute 
Incorporated 
Minimum contribution: $2
Juvenile Diabetes Foundation 
International - 
Minimum contribution: $1
League Against Cancer/La Liga Contra 
el Cancer - 
Minimum contribution: $1
Prevent Blindness Florida - 
Minimum contribution: $1
Prevent Child Sexual Abuse - 
Minimum contribution: $1
Ronald McDonald House - 
Minimum contribution: $1
Senior Vision Services - 
Minimum contribution: $1
State Homes for Veterans Trust Fund - 
Minimum contribution: $1
Stop Heart Disease - 
Minimum contribution: $1
Support Our Troops - 
Minimum contribution: $1
The ARC of Florida - 
Minimum contribution: $1

2.14 - Fees

Fees for License 
Initial license fee for first Florida license 
................................................................ $48 
Learners driver license (Original)  ... $48 
Class E renewal  ................................... $48 
Learners license renewal  ................... $48 
Commercial Driver License  ............. $75 
Stolen license-if police report filed
........................................................... No fee 
Replacement license  .......................... $25 

Other Fees 
Commercial Driver License 
endorsements …… ................................$7 

Hazardous Materials Endorsement Ap-
plication and Background Check 
................................................................ $91
Motorcycle endorsement  .....................$7 
Identification Card (original)  .......... $25 
Identification Card (replacement or 
renewal) ................................................ $25 
Stolen identification card-if police report 
filed  .................................................. No fee
Delinquent fee for renewals after expira-
tion date ................................................ $15 
Written Re-exams  .............................. $10 
Driving Re-exams  .............................. $20 
Veteran Designation  .............................$1
Tax Collector Service Fee (for services 
provided at a Tax Collector offices) 
............................................................$ 6.25

Service Fees 
Administrative Fee Alcohol & Drug-Re-
lated Offenses ....................................$130
(In addition to any other required fees) 
After a license has been revoked  ..... $75 
After a license has been suspended  .. $45 
After a license has been disqualified  .. $75 
Worthless checks  ................................ $55
Suspension for Failure to Pay or Appear 
for a Traffic Citation, Failure to Pay 
Child support, Failure to Pay Court 
Financial Obligations ......................... $60

Insurance Suspension Fees 
Failure to maintain PIP insurance: 
(1st suspension)  ...............................$150 
(2nd suspension)  ..............................$250 
(3rd suspension)  ..............................$500 
Failure to maintain liability insurance 
................................................................ $15
(1st suspension – resulting from a DUI 
conv.) ...................................................$150
(2nd suspension – resulting from a DUI 
conv.) ...................................................$250
(3rd suspension – resulting from a DUI 
conv.) ...................................................$500 

Note: If you are suspended under both 
the PIP and the liability law, you will be 
charged both reinstatement fees. 



25

Official Florida Driver’s Handbook • 2014
Driver Licenses Agents 
(Tax Collectors) 
Your local Tax Collector may provide 
full or limited driver license services. Tax 
Collectors may assess a $6.25 service fee.

Test Your 
Knowledge

1. Who needs a Florida driver 
license? (See section 2.2)

2. Who does not need a Florida 
driver license? (See section 2.3)

3. Can a person temporari-
ly operate a farm tractor on 
the highway without a driver 
license? (See section 2.3)

4. List two documents that can 
be used as proof of social securi-
ty number. (See section 2.5)

5. List two documents that can 
be used as proof of residential 
address. (See section 2.5)

6. At what age are persons no 
longer required to have parental 
consent to obtain a Florida driv-
er license? (See section 2.6)

7. What driving course is 
required for a person that has 
never been licensed? (See section 
2.7)

8. What maneuvers are required 
on a driving test? (See section 
2.7.4)

9. What examinations are 
required to obtain a Florida 
Learner’s License? (See section 
2.7.2)

10. Can telescopic lenses be 
used to pass the vision test? (See 
section 2.7.3)
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Section 3
Obtaining Your 
License / 
Identification Card

This Section Covers
• 3.1: Learner’s Driver License
• 3.2: Class E License
• 3.3: License Renewal
• 3.4: License Replacement
• 3.5: Motoricycle Only License
• 3.6: Motorcycle Also License
• 3.7: Identification Cards
• 3.7: Change of Address
• 3.9: Name Changes
• 3.10: Veterans

3.1 - Learner’s Driver License 

A person who holds a Learner’s license 
must be accompanied by a licensed 
driver, 21 years of age or older, who oc-
cupies the front passenger seat closest to 
the right of the driver.  Drivers can only 
drive during daylight hours the first three 
months from the original issue date and 
must be accompanied by a person 21 
years of age or older, holding a valid driv-
er license, occupying the front passenger 
seat.
After the first three months, drivers may 
operate a vehicle from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
with a person 21 years of age or older, 
holding a valid driver license, occupying 
the front passenger seat. Drivers with a 
Learner’s license are ineligible for a mo-
torcycle endorsement.

Requirements 
• Be at least 15 years old. 
• Pass vision and Class E Knowledge 

test.  
• Have the signature of one parent 

(or guardian) on the parent consent 
form, if under age 18. 

• Completion of Traffic Law and 
Substance Abuse Education Course. 
See sections 2.7 and 9.1

• Primary identification, proof of 

social security number and proof of 
residential address. 

• Must be in compliance with school 
attendance, if under 18. 

• Provide two documents with their 
proof of address.  See section 2.5.

3.1.1 - Parental Monitoring 

Parents can monitor their minor child’s 
driving using our Parental Access of Mi-
nor Driving History and Driver License 
and ID Card Tracking System.  These re-
sources can be accessed on our web site 
at http://services.flhsmv.gov/DLCheck/. 

3.2 - Class E License

3.2.1 – Original Issuance 
Requirements 

• Be at least 16 years old. 
• Pass vision and Class E Knowledge 

tests. 
• Have the signature of one parent (or 

guardian) on the parent consent 
form, if under age 18. 

• Completion of Traffic Law and 
Substance Abuse Education Course. 
See sections 2.7 and 9.1

• Primary Identification. See section 
2.5. (If your name has changed you 
will need to provide approved docu-
ments establishing your new name. 
See section 3.9)

• Proof of Social Security Number. 
See section 2.5. 

• Must be in compliance with school 
attendance, if under 18. 

• Provide two documents with their 
proof of address. See section 2.5. 

3.2.2 - Learner’s to Class E
The following requirements must be met 
in order to obtain a regular Class E li-
cense: 

• Must hold the learner’s license for 
12 months or until the 18th birthday, 
whichever comes first. 

• Must have NO moving traffic 
violation convictions 12 months 
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from the issue date of the Learner’s 
license. Or

• May have one moving traffic 
violation conviction within 12 
months from the issue date of the 
learner’s license, if adjudication is 
withheld. 

• A parent, legal guardian or 
responsible adult 21 years of age or 
older, must certify that the driver 
has had at least 50 hours of driving 
experience, of which 10 hours must 
be at night.  

• Pass a driving test. 

3.2.3 - Reciprocating 
The Class E Knowledge and driving 
(skills) exams are reciprocated if you 
present a driver license from any of the 
following:

• United States 
• United States Territories, 

Possessions (including Panama Ca-
nal Zone if issued prior to January 
1, 2000) 

• Canada *
• France
• Germany (reciprocate the skill 

exam only)
• Republic of Korea (South Korea)
• Taiwan (reciprocate the skill 

exam only)
• United States Military

* Reciprocation Options for Canadians
Canadian customers can reciprocate ex-
amination requirements by surrendering 
their Canadian driver license. 
If the Canadian driver license is not 
surrendered, applicable examinations are 
required. 

3.3 - License Renewal

Driver licenses are valid for six to eight 
years. Expiration dates may vary for 
license renewals issued to non-immi-
grants.  

Your license may not be renewed if: 
• You are not qualified to receive a 

license. 
• You did not answer a summons 

which involved a traffic violation. 
• Your driver license is suspended, 

revoked or cancelled.
• You do not present the required 

documentation. 

3.3.1 – Renewal Issuance Requirements
• Present your old driver license.
• Pass a vision test. 
• If you have changed your address, 

you will need to provide two ap-
proved proof of address documents 
with your new address. See section 
2.5 and section 3.8. 

• If your name has changed, you will 
need to provide approved docu-
ments establishing your new name. 
See section 3.9.

Primary identification, proof of social 
security number and two proofs of resi-
dential address are required if you have 
not been issued a Florida driver license 
or identification card in a field office 
since January 1, 2010. See section 2 for 
identification requirements, acceptable 
proof of social security and acceptable 
proof of residential address. Non-im-
migrants may have additional require-
ments. See Non-Immigrant section 3.10.

 
3.3.2 - Renewal Options 
If you are a U.S. citizen or immigrant, you 
can avoid the lines and renew your driv-
er license by mail or via the internet on 
GoRenew.com.  

• The mail and internet convenience 
method can be used for non-com-
mercial driver licenses.  You are not 
eligible for renewal using a con-
venience method if;Your previous 
renewal was by phone, mail or 
internet.

• You hold a commercial driver license.
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• You are not a U.S. citizen or 

permanent resident.
• Your driving privilege is suspended, 

revoked or canceled and you want an 
ID card. 

Mail 
You may receive a mail-in renewal packet 
approximately 30 days prior to your li-
cense expiration. There are no additional 
fees for renewing by mail. 

Internet 
You can renew by internet at
 www.GoRenew.com. 

After your request is processed, you will 
receive a six or eight year license. Flori-
da law requires that you destroy your old 
driver license after receiving the new li-
cense. Application for renewal received 
after the license expiration date requires 
a $15 late fee. 

All drivers who are 80 years of age or old-
er and who are in the process of renewing 
their driver license are required to pass a 
vision test. The test may be administered 
at the driver license office at no addi-
tional charge or by your Florida licensed 
health care practitioner, such as your 
medical doctor, osteopath or optome-
trist. A vision examination report must 
be completed and submitted to DHSMV 
if your vision test is administered by your 
doctor. For your convenience, you can 
ask your health care practitioner to file 
the form electronically on the web www.
flhsmv.gov/ddl/vision. Subsequent to it 
being filed electronically, you will then be 
able to renew via the internet, or mail. 

Should you elect to have your vision test-
ed at the local driver license office or Tax 
Collector licensing agent, please schedule 
an appointment so that we can serve you 
more efficiently. Upon passing the vision 
screening, you can complete the renewal 
process. However, if a problem is detect-
ed, you will be referred to your eye doc-

tor for follow-up, prior to being able to 
renew. 

3.3.3 - Military Renewal by Mail or 
Online 
Members of the U.S. Armed Forces serv-
ing on active duty outside of Florida may 
renew their license by mail or online at 
www.GoRenew.com. Their spouses and 
children living with them may do the 
same. If your name changes while you are 
deployed or out of state, contact DHSMV 
at militaryrenewal@flhsmv.gov or call 
850 617-2000. Provide your name as it 
appears on your license, the driver license 
number, your date of birth and out-of-
state address and zip code. DHSMV will 
send you the appropriate renewal packet 
by return mail or email. 

3.4 - License Replacement

If your driver license or identification 
card is lost or stolen, apply for a replace-
ment immediately. A replacement can be 
obtained in a field issuance office or using 
a convenience method on our website at 
www.GoRenew.com. The replacement li-
cense fee is $25.00.  

If the card was stolen and you provide 
a copy of the police report, the replace-
ment fee is waived as long as you are not 
making any changes to the card.  When 
changes are made to the card, the $25.00 
replacement fee is charged. 

3.4.1 – Replacement Issuance 
Requirements

• If you have changed your address, 
you will need to provide two ap-
proved proof of address documents 
with your new address. See section 
2.5 and section 3.8. 

• If your name has changed you will 
need to provide approved docu-
ments establishing your new name. 
See section 3.9.
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Primary identification, proof of social 
security number and two proofs of res-
idential address are required if you have 
not been issued a Florida driver license 
or identification card in a field office 
since January 1, 2010. See section 2 for 
identification requirements, acceptable 
proof of social security and acceptable 
proof of residential address. Non-im-
migrants may have additional require-
ments. See Non-Immigrant section 3.10.

Any non-immigrant holding a driver li-
cense or identification card who needs a 
renewal or replacement driver license or
identification card must apply in person.  
See section 3.10.

3.5 - Motorcycle Only License

Under 18
• Must hold a Learner’s License at 

least 12 months or until the 18th 
birthday prior to the issuance of a 
Class E Motorcycle Only license.

• Must have NO moving traffic 
violation convictions 12 months 
from the issue date of the learner’s 
license.

• Must provide completion of an 
approved motorcycle safety course. 
A list of approved motorcycle safety 
course providers can be found on 
our web page http://motorcycles.
hsmv.state.fl.us/sponsorsearch.cfm

Over 18
• Pass the vision, Class E Knowledge 

examinations or hold a current 
Learner’s License.

• Must provide completion of an 
approved motorcycle safety course. 
Or

• Provide an out-of-state motorcycle 
only license (except Alabama).

3.6 - Motorcycle Also License

All persons requesting a motorcycle en-
dorsement:

• Must hold a Class E license or higher

or meet the requirements for a Class 
E license.

• Must complete a motorcycle safety 
course, Basic Rider Course (BRC) 
Or

• Provide an out-of-state license with 
a motorcycle endorsement (except 
Alabama).

3.7 - Identification Cards

If you need an identification card, you 
can apply at any driver license or Tax 
Collector licensing agent office. Persons 
holding a driver license who wish to ob-
tain a Florida identification card must 
surrender their driver license. Section 
322.08(6), F.S. prohibits a person from 
holding both a driver license and an iden-
tification card. To obtain an identification 
card, you must: 

1. Be five (5) years of age or older. Any 
person, regardless of age, can be is-
sued an identification card if apply-
ing for a disabled parking permit.

2. Present required identification.  
**See section 2 for a list of accept-
able primary identification.
(If your name has changed you will 
need to provide approved docu-
ments establishing your new name. 
See section 3.9)

3. Provide proof of your Social 
Security number (unless one has 
never been issued). See section 2 for 
acceptable proof of social security 
number. 

4. Provide proof of residential address.
(Two documents will be required) 
See section 2 for acceptable proof of 
residential address. 

The card will contain your color pho-
tograph, full name, sex, address, date of 
birth, and other data DHSMV may re-
quire. Identification cards issued to per-
sons 5 to 14 years of age will be valid for 
four years; all others will be valid for eight 
years. 
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Any non-immigrant holding a driver li-
cense or identification card who needs a 
renewal or replacement driver license or
identification card must apply in person.  
See section 3.10.

NOTE: Expiration dates may vary for 
identification cards issued to Non-Immi-
grants. 

3.7.1 – Identification Cards for 
Homeless Persons
Persons that can provide a letter from a 
local homeless shelter verifying the cus-
tomer is homeless may be issued an iden-
tification card at no cost, providing they 
meet the identification card issuance re-
quirements listed in section 3.7. 

3.8 - Change of Address 

You must obtain a new license within 10 
days of any change to your mailing or 
residential address. You may change the 
address on your driver license or identi-
fication card by: 

1. Mail: be sure to include your 
complete name, new address, 
driver license number, and date of 
birth. Mail to Division of Motorist 
Services, Post Office Box 5775, 
Tallahassee, Florida 32314-5775. 
Include a $25 check or money order 
payable to DHSMV. You will receive 
the appropriate corrections by mail.  
Please allow 30 days for processing. 

2. Visiting your local Motorist Services
office or Tax Collector licensing 
agent.  There is a $25 license fee.

3. Internet at: www.gorenew.com. 
There is a $25 license fee. 

4.  After your request is processed, 
you will receive a new license. Flor-
ida law requires that you destroy 
your old driver license after receiv-
ing the new license.

 
Non-immigrants will need to go to a 
driver license office or Tax Collector li-
censing agent to change the address on a 

driver license or identification card.

If you fail to report a change of address 
you may not receive your motor vehicle 
registration renewal or your drivers li-
cense renewal.  

If you are pulled over by law enforcement 
and the address on your driver license is 
incorrect, you may receive a citation. 

3.9 – Name Changes

If your name has changed and you would 
like your name to appear on the Florida 
driver license or identification card dif-
ferently than it appears on your primary 
identification, you will need:

• To present original or certified copy 
of a government issued marriage 
certificate, divorce decree, or court 
order as a name change docu-
ment(s). 

• Have your name changed on your 
social security card.

In addition:
Immigrants and Non-Immigrants:

• You must have your name changed 
on your United States Citizenship 
and Immigration Services docu-
ments before you can change your 
name on your Florida driver license 
or identification card. 

Canadian Citizens: 
• You must have your name changed 

on your Canadian passport before 
applying for a name change on your 
driver license or identification card. 

3.10- Non-Immigrants
• Any non-immigrant holding a driver 

license or identification card who 
needs a renewal or replacement driv-
er license or identification card must 
apply in person at a driver license 
office or Tax Collector licensing 
agent and present identification and 
legal presence documents. 

• If you do not have the required 
documents showing legal presence, 
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your driver license or identification 
card will be retained and a receipt 
issued for the driver license or 
identification card transaction. If 
your Florida driver license has not 
expired, you will be issued a 60-day 
temporary permit. When you return 
with the required documentation, 
you will be processed for a renewal 
or replacement license and the ex-
piration date will be changed to the 
expiration date on your Citizenship 
and Immigration Services docu-
ment up to one year. 

• Proof of social security number (if 
one has been issued) and two proofs 
of residential address are required. 

3.11 - Veterans 

3.11.1 - Veteran Designation on 
License or Identification Card
Any honorably discharged U.S veter-
an may have a veteran designation “V” 
placed on his or her driver license.  The 
veteran will need to provide a copy of 
their DD214 or other approved dis-
charge document at the time of issuance.
The veteran designation may be added 
for $2.00 as long as the current driv-
er license or identification card is sur-

rendered and there are no other license 
transactions or changes. The replacement 
driver license or identification card fee is 
waived; however, the Tax Collector ser-
vice fees would apply if the transaction is 
completed in a Tax Collector office.  

When other license transactions are be-
ing completed at the same time the vet-
eran designation may be added, a $1.00 
fee is charged for the veteran designation 
along with the other transaction fees.  
The Tax Collector service fee would ap-
ply if the transaction is completed in a 
Tax Collector office. 

3.11.2 - Exempt Fees for 100% 
Disabled U.S. Veterans
Any veteran honorably discharged from 
the Armed Forces who was issued a val-
id identification card by the Department 
of Veteran’s Affairs, or a letter of disabil-
ity determination from the Veterans Ad-
ministration and has been determined 
by the Veteran’s Administration to have 
a 100% service-connected disability, is 
exempt from paying certain driver li-
cense fees such as initial license fees and 
renewal fees.  All identification card fees 
are exempt. 
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1. What is the minimum age to 
obtain a Florida Learner’s
License? (See section 3.1)

2. What is the minimum age to 
obtain a Florida Class E 
License? (See section 3.2)

3. If you failed to answer a traffic 
summons, would you be able to 
renew your license? (See section 3.3)

4. If you lose your Florida driver 
license and need a replacement 
license, where do you apply for it? 
(See section 3.4)

5. What is required to add a motor-
cycle endorsement to your Florida 
driver license? (See sections 3.5 & 
3.6) 

Test Your Knowledge
6. What is the minimum age that a 
person can be issued a Florida iden-
tification card? (See section 3.7)

7. What is the issuance period of a 
Florida identification card issued to a 
person age 5-14? (See section 3.7)

8. You must obtain a new license 
showing the new address within how 
many days of moving? (See section 
3.4.2)

9. What document(s) are required to 
change your name on your Florida 
driver license or identification card? 
(See section 3.9)

10. How do honorably discharged 
veterans get a Veteran Designation 
“V” added to their driver license or 
identification card? (See section 3.11)
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Section 4
Driving Privilege
This Section Covers
• 4.1: Driving a Motor Vehicle in 

Florida is a Privilege you Earn
• 4.2: Point System
• 4.3: Red Light Camera/

Infractions
• 4.4: Mandatory Restriction for 

Minors
• 4.5: Zero Tolerance
• 4.6: Driving While Under the 

Influence
• 4.7: Emotions
• 4.8: Other Serious Violations of 

the License Law
• 4.9: Administrative Hearings
• 4.10: Florida Motor Vehicle 

Laws
• 4.11: Traffic Crashes
• 4.12: Littering
• 4.13: Road Damage

4.1 - Driving a Motor Vehicle in 
Florida is a Privilege You Earn 
You cannot obtain a license in Florida 
under the following conditions: 

• If your license is suspended or 
revoked in any state; 

• If you are addicted to drugs or
alcohol; 

• If you cannot drive safely because of 
mental or physical problems; (Deaf-
ness alone will not prevent a person 
from being issued a driver license.) 

• If you are under the legal age for 
licensing (15 for Learner’s license, 
16 for Class E). 

Every driver who obtains a license must 
drive safely to keep it. If you break the 
traffic laws or become an unsafe driver, 
your license can be taken away. It can be 
suspended, revoked, or canceled. 

Your license can be SUSPENDED if you: 
• Make a fraudulent driver license 

application. 

• Allow your license to be used for a 
purpose that is against the law. 

• Are convicted in a traffic court and 
the court orders that your license be 
suspended. 

• Refuse to take a test to show if you 
are driving while under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs. 

• Misuse a restricted license. 
• Earn a certain number of points for 

traffic offenses on the point system. 
• Break a traffic law and fail to pay 

your fine or appear in court as 
directed. 

• Fail to pay child support. 
• Fail to carry insurance on your 

vehicle. 
• Fail to stop for a school bus. 
• Use tobacco if you are under age. 
• Commit retail theft. 
• Education Non-Compliance 

(School Dropout).

Your license must be REVOKED if you 
are found guilty of, or department re-
cords show: 

• Driving while under the influence 
of alcohol, drugs or other controlled 
substances. 

• A felony in which a motor vehicle is 
used. 

• Not stopping to give help when the 
vehicle you are driving is involved 
in a crash causing death or personal 
injury. 

• Lying about the ownership or 
operation of motor vehicles. 

• Three cases of reckless driving 
within one year. Forfeiting bail and 
not going to court to avoid being 
convicted of reckless driving counts 
the same as a conviction.

• An immoral act in which a motor 
vehicle was used. 

• Three major offenses or 15 offenses 
for which you receive points within a 
5-year period. 

• A felony for drug possession. 
• Vision worse than the standard 

minimum requirements. 
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• Racing on the highway. A court 

may also order that your license 
be revoked for certain other traffic 
offenses. 

Your license can be CANCELLED if:
• Your license was issued in error. 
• You giving false information or 

identification.
• You failed to complete a required 

school. Section 322.0261 and 
322.091 Florida Statutes

4.2 - Point System   
Violation Points
 Assessed
Texting while Driving 
No penalty on first offense, subsequent 
offense penalties as follows:

• Two points are added to the primary 
offense if texting occurred in a 
school zone......................................... 3

• Six points are added if the texting 
offense resulted in a crash.  .............. 3

Unlawful speed – 15 MPH or less over 
lawful or posted speed ............................ 3
Unlawful speed – 16 MPH or more over 
lawful or posted speed ............................ 4
Unlawful speed resulting in a crash ...... 6
Leaving the scene of a crash resulting in 
property damage of more than $50 ...... 6
Reckless Driving ...................................... 4
Any moving violation resulting in a 
crash ........................................................... 4
Passing a stopped school bus ................. 4
Driving during restricted hours ............ 3
Violation of traffic control signal/sign/
device (red lights) (if camera-enforced, 
no points will be assessed) ...................... 4
All other moving violations (including 
parking on a highway outside the limits 
or municipalities) ..................................... 3
Violation of curfew .................................. 3

Open container as an operator .............. 3
Child restraint violation .......................... 3
Note:

• The fine for exceeding the speed limit
by more than 50 mph is $1,000 for 
the first offense and $2,500 for the 
second.

• Fines are doubled when infractions
occur within a school zone or con-
struction zone, with possible civil 
penalties up to $1,000 and can be 
required to complete driving school 
course. 

• The driver receives the same number
of points listed if the conviction oc-
curs out-of-state or in a federal court. 

Length of Suspension
12 points within a 12-month period
.......................................................... 30 days 
18 points within a 18-month period
.......................................................3 months
24 points within a 36-month period
............................................................ 1-year 

In computing points and suspensions, 
the offense dates of all convictions are 
used.  Three points will be deducted from 
the driver record of any person whose 
driving privilege has been suspended 
only once under the point system and has 
been reinstated, if such person has com-
plied with all other requirements. 

NOTE: A point suspension does not pro-
hibit these convictions from being used 
to accumulate additional suspensions or 
revocations. 

4.3 - Red Light Cameras/
Infractions

Local and state governments are autho-
rized to use traffic infraction detectors 
to enforce red light violations. It includes 
the use of traffic infraction enforcement 
officers, the mailing of an initial notice of 
violation within 30 days of the offense and 
mailing a traffic citation within 60 days if 
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payment has not been received. The red 
light violation does not result in points 
being placed on the driver’s record.

4.4 - Mandatory Restriction for 
Minors 

Any driver under the age of 18 who ac-
cumulates six or more points within a 12 
month period is automatically restrict-
ed for one year to driving for “Business 
Purposes ONLY”.  If additional points 
are accumulated the restriction is ex-
tended for 90 days for every additional 
point received. 

4.4.1 - Time Restrictions 
A licensed driver (Class E or higher) 
who is under the age of 17 may not op-
erate a motor vehicle between 11:00 p.m. 
and 6:00 a.m., unless accompanied by 
a driver who is 21 years of age or older 
and holds a valid driver license (Class E 
or higher), or the operator is driving to 
or from work. A licensed driver (Class 
E or higher) who is 17 years of age may 
not operate a motor vehicle between 1:00 
a.m. and 5:00 a.m., unless accompanied 
by a driver who is 21 years of age or older 
and holds a valid driver license (Class E 
or higher), or the operator is driving to 
and from work. 

4.5 - Zero Tolerance 

Any driver under 21 years of age who 
is stopped by law enforcement and has 
a breath or blood alcohol level of .02 or 
higher will automatically have their driv-
ing privilege suspended for 6 months. 
Any driver under 21 with a breath or 
blood alcohol level of .05 or higher is 
required to attend a substance abuse 
course.  An evaluation will be complet-
ed and parents or legal guardians will be 
notified of the results for all drivers un-
der the age of 19. 

4.6 – Driving While Under the 
Influence

You can be charged with DUI if you are 
found to be driving or in actual physical 
control of a motor vehicle while under the 
influence of alcoholic beverages or con-
trolled substances. Controlled substances 
include:  prescription drugs, depressants, 
stimulants, narcotics, hallucinogens and 
model glue or other inhalants.

At the time of arrest, you will be admin-
istratively suspended if you have a breath 
or blood alcohol level of .08 or above or 
refuse to submit to a chemical test 

4.6.1 - Penalties for DUI 
(Including previous DWI and DUBAL 
convictions) 
First DUI Conviction 
Fine

$500-$1,000, with BAL .15 or higher 
or minor in the vehicle, not less than 
1,000 or more than $2,000 

Community Service 
50 hours 

Probation
Not more than 1 year 

Imprisonment
Not more than 6 months; with BAL 
.15 or higher or minor in the vehicle, 
not more than 9 months

License Revocation
Minimum 180 days 

DUI School
12 hours DUI School Requirement 
Evaluation conducted to determine 
need for treatment 

Ignition Interlock Device
Up to 6 continuous months 

Second DUI Offense/Conviction 
Fine 

$1,000-$2000, with BAL .15 or higher 
or minor in the vehicle, not less than 
$2000 or more than $4000  

Imprisonment
Not more than 9 months; 2nd con-
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viction within 5 years, 10 days in jail, 
48 hours of confinement must be 
consecutive 

License Revocation
Minimum 180 days; 2nd offense with-
in 5 years after first conviction; 5 year 
revocation 

DUI School
21 hours DUI School Requirement 
Evaluation conducted to determine 
need for treatment  

Ignition Interlock Device
Minimum of one continuous year 

Third DUI Offense/Conviction 
Fine

$2,000-$5,000, with BAL .15 or higher 
or minor in the vehicle, not less than 
$4,000 

Imprisonment
Not more than 12 months; 3rd con-
viction within 10 years, mandatory 30 
days in jail; 48 hours must be consec-
utive 

License Revocation
Minimum 180 days; 3rd offense with-
in 10 years after second conviction; 10 
year revocation 

DUI School
21 hours DUI School Requirement 
Evaluation conducted to determine 
need for treatment 

Ignition Interlock Device
Minimum of two continuous years 

Fourth or More DUI Conviction 
Fine

Not less than $1000
Imprisonment

Not more than 5 years
License Revocation

Permanent revocation
DUI School
Ignition Interlock Device

Five years

4.6.2 - Drinking and Driving 

If you drink alcohol, even a little, your 
chances of being in a crash is much great-

er than if you did not drink any alcohol. 
No one can drink alcohol and drive safe-
ly, even if you have been driving for many 
years. Young drivers are more affected by 
alcohol because their bodies are still in 
the growth process and their livers have 
not developed to the extent that they can 
efficiently process the alcohol in their 
blood stream. 

Because drinking alcohol and then driv-
ing is so dangerous, the penalties are very 
tough. People who drive after drinking 
risk heavy fines, higher insurance rates, 
loss of license and even jail sentences. A 
DUI conviction will remain on your driv-
ing record for 75 years. 

4.6.3 - The Dangers of Drinking 
and Driving 
Alcohol reduces all of the important skills 
necessary to drive safely, such as judg-
ment, reaction, vision and concentra-
tion. Alcohol is absorbed into the lining 
of the stomach and then passes directly 
into the bloodstream and reaches your 
brain within minutes after consumption. 
Alcohol affects those areas of your brain 
that control judgment and skill and is one 
reason why drinking alcohol is so dan-
gerous; it affects your judgment. A per-
son’s judgment is the first thing affected 
after drinking an alcoholic beverage. 
Good judgment is important to driving 
but in this case, judgment helps you to 
know when to stop drinking. Alcohol 
puts good judgment on hold. You do not 
know when you have had too much to 
drink until it is too late. It is a little like 
a sunburn, by the time you feel it, it is al-
ready too late. 

Alcohol slows your reflexes and reaction 
time, reduces your ability to see clearly 
and makes you less alert. As the amount 
of alcohol in your body increases, your 
judgment worsens and your skills de-
crease. You will have trouble judging 
distances, speeds and the movement of 



39

Official Florida Driver’s Handbook • 2014
other vehicles. You will also have trouble 
controlling your vehicle. If You Drink, 
Do Not Drive! The best advice is, if you 
drink alcohol, do not drive. Even one 
drink of alcohol can affect your driving. 
With two or more drinks in your blood-
stream you are impaired and could be 
arrested. 

It takes about an hour for your body to 
get rid of each drink. Time is the only 
thing that will sober you up. 

There are ways of dealing with social sit-
uations. Arrange to go with two or more 
persons and agree which one of you will 
not drink alcohol. You can rotate among 
the group being a “designated driver.” 
You can use public transportation or a 
taxi, if available. 

4.6.4 - Implied Consent Law 

You will be asked to take a blood test, a 
urine test, or a breath test if an officer 
thinks that you are under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs while driving. By 
law, if you drive in Florida, you have 
agreed by signing your driver license to 
take these tests if asked. If you refuse to 
take the tests when asked, your license 
will automatically be suspended for one 
year.  A second refusal will result in an 
18 month suspension and a first degree 
misdemeanor.  

In DUI cases involving death or serious 
injury, you will be required to take the 
blood test without your consent. The 
blood must be drawn by a doctor, nurse 
or other health professional. If you are 
unconscious and cannot refuse the blood 
test, blood may be drawn. The results of 
the test may be used as evidence, even if 
you object after becoming conscious. 

4.6.5 - Other Drugs and Driving 
Besides alcohol, there are many other 
drugs that can affect a person’s ability 

to drive safely. These drugs can have ef-
fects like those of alcohol, or even worse. 
This is true of many prescription drugs 
and even many of the drugs you can buy 
without a prescription. Drugs taken for 
headaches, colds, hay fever or other al-
lergies or those to calm nerves can make 
a person drowsy and affect their driving. 
Pep pills, “uppers” and diet pills can cause 
a person to be nervous, dizzy, and unable 
to concentrate and can affect his or her 
vision. Other prescription drugs can af-
fect your reflexes, judgment, vision and 
alertness in ways similar to alcohol. 

If you are driving, check the label before 
you take a drug for warnings about its ef-
fects. If you are not sure it is safe to take 
the drug and drive, ask your doctor or 
pharmacist about any side effects. 

Never drink alcohol while you are taking 
other drugs. These drugs could multiply 
the effects of alcohol or have addition-
al effects of their own. These effects not 
only reduce your ability to be a safe driver 
but could cause serious health problems, 
even death. 

Illegal and some legal drugs may affect 
your ability to be a safe driver. 

4.7 - Other Serious Violations of 
the License Law 

You can be put in jail or required to pay a 
fine for the following offenses: 

• Changing your license in any way. 
Any changes must be made by 
DHSMV. 

• Unlawful use of your license, 
including allowing your license to be 
used by another person. 

• Making a fraudulent application for 
a driver license or identification card. 

• Having more than one credential 
(U.S. driver license or identification 
card). 

• Allowing an unlicensed person to 
use your car, or renting a motor ve-
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hicle to someone without a license. 

• Giving false statements to an officer 
or in a courtroom. 

• Knowingly giving false information 
in crash reports. 

• Failing to make crash reports.
 

4.8 - Administrative Hearings 

If your driving privilege is suspended or 
revoked you may be eligible to apply for 
a hardship license or reinstatement. For 
eligibility information, contact the local 
Bureau of Administrative Reviews of-
fice, driver license office, Tax Collector 
licensing agent, or the Customer Service 
Center.

If you are administratively suspended for 
a breath or blood alcohol level of .08 or 
above or refuse to submit to a chemical 
test and wish to appeal this suspension, 
you must apply for a formal or informal 
review hearing at the appropriate Divi-
sion of Motorist Services or Bureau of 
Administrative Reviews office within 10 
days of your date of arrest. This suspen-
sion is in addition to any penalties direct-
ed by the court. Hearing filing fees up to 
$25 may apply. 
First time offenders have an addition-
al option besides requesting a review of 
their license suspension.  A first time 
DUI offender who has never had prior 
DUI related offenses, may be eligible to 
request a review of eligibility for a re-
stricted driver license.  By accepting a 
restricted driver license, the driver agrees 
to waive the right to a review of the sus-
pension under s. 322.2615 F.S.  To elect 
this option, the driver must appear at a 
Bureau of Administrative Review office 
(BAR) within 10 days of the DUI arrest, 
and request the waiver review option and 
pay a non-refundable fee of $25.  

4.9 - Florida Motor Vehicle 
Insurance Laws 
In Florida, there are two motor vehicle 
insurance laws. They are the Financial 

Responsibility Law and the No-Fault law. 
It is important that you understand these 
laws because if you do not have the prop-
er insurance, you can lose your driver li-
cense and license plate(s) and have to pay 
large fees to get them back. 

4.9.1 - The Financial Responsibility 
Law 
The Financial Responsibility Law re-
quires owners and operators of motor 
vehicles to be financially responsible for 
damages and/or injuries they may cause 
to others when a motor vehicle crash 
happens.

This law requires any person to have 
bodily injury liability insurance at the 
time of the following:

1. A citation for DUI, which results in 
a revocation. 
These cases require the following 
minimum insurance coverage:
• $100,000 Bodily Injury Liability 

(BIL) (to one person).
• $300,000 Bodily Injury Liability to 

two or more persons.
• $50,000 Property Damage Liability

(PDL)
If you do not have the required 
insurance to comply with the Finan-
cial Responsibility Law, your driver 
license and/or license plates will 
be suspended for up to three years. 
You will have to pay a reinstatement 
fee and show DHSMV certified 
proof of full liability insurance on 
Form FR-44 for three years from the 
original suspension date to get your 
driving privilege back.

2. A suspension for excessive points 
against your driver license. 

3. A crash where you are at fault and 
injuries have occurred. 

4. A revocation for Habitual Traffic 
Offender. 

5. A revocation for any serious offense
where this department is required 
to revoke your license. 
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The cases listed above (excluding 
DUI) must have the following mini-
mum insurance coverage: 

• $10,000 Bodily Injury Liability 
(BIL) (to one person). 

• $20,000 Bodily Injury Liability to 
two or more persons. 

• $10,000 Property Damage 
Liability (PDL), or 

• $30,000 Combined single limits. 

If involved in any of the above violations 
(excluding DUI) and you do not have 
insurance to comply with the Financial 
Responsibility Law, your driver license 
and/or license plates will be suspended 
for up to three years. You will have to 
pay a $15 reinstatement fee and show 
DHSMV certified proof of full liability 
insurance on Form SR-22 for three years 
from the original suspension date to get 
your driving privilege back. 

In addition, if you are the driver or the 
owner of a vehicle which is in a crash 
that is your fault, this department can re-
quire you to pay for the damages before 
your driving privilege is reinstated. 

Under this law, to protect yourself and 
others, you should have liability insur-
ance on any motor vehicle you own or 
drive, including motorcycles. 

4.10.2 - The No-Fault Law 
The Florida No-Fault Law requires own-
ers of motor vehicles with four or more 
wheels (excluding taxis and limousines) 
that have been in the state for at least 
90 consecutive or non-consecutive days 
during the past 365 days to purchase a 
policy delivered or issued for delivery in 
this state. The minimum coverage is: 

• $10,000 of Personal Injury 
Protection (PIP) 

• $10,000 of Property Damage 
Liability (PDL) 

You cannot buy a license plate and reg-
istration for a car, or other four-wheel 
vehicle, without having coverage issued 
in Florida. Once you have this insurance, 
anytime you renew it, fail to renew it, 
cancel it, or the insurance company can-
cels, the insurance company must notify 
this department. DHSMV will then noti-
fy you to provide proof of new coverage. 
If you fail to provide proof of insurance, 
your driver license and license plate(s) 
will be suspended for up to three years. 

You must maintain insurance coverage 
throughout the vehicle registration pe-
riod or you must surrender the license 
plate(s) to any driver license or tax col-
lector office. 

If you are cited by a law enforcement of-
ficer for not providing proof of insurance 
and pay the civil penalty or are convicted 
in court, your driving privilege will be 
suspended.

If your driver license and license plate(s) 
are suspended for not having insurance 
under the No-Fault Law, you will have to 
pay $150 and show proof of current in-
surance to get them back. For a second 
offense within three years, you will pay 
$250. For a third offense within three 
years, you will have to pay $500.  Also, if 
your driver license and plate(s) have been 
under suspension for 30 days or more for 
a no-fault insurance violation, a police of-
ficer can seize your license plate immedi-
ately. To prevent an insurance suspension 
of your license and avoid reinstatement 
fees, turn in your license plate to a Flor-
ida driver license or Tax Collector office 
prior to canceling your insurance. 

Effective 10/01/06, all taxicabs are re-
quired to maintain the following insur-
ance to register a vehicle in Florida.
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Bodily Injury Liability per person:
.......................................................$125,000
Bodily Injury Liability per occurrence:
.......................................................$250,000
Property Damage Liability:
.........................................................$50,000
Or Combined Single Limit Coverage:
.......................................................$300,000

General Information 
You will be issued a Florida Insurance I.D. 
Card from your insurance company. You 
must have this paper or electronic card 
ready to show to any law enforcement of-
ficer to prove that you have the required 
insurance. If not, you may receive a ticket 
for not having proof of insurance. 

If your driver license or license plate(s) 
are suspended for not obeying either of 
these laws, you cannot get a temporary 
license for any reason, not even for work 
purposes only.  Any person who makes a 
false statement or commits forgery about 
their motor vehicle insurance can be 
guilty of a second degree misdemeanor. 

DHSMV will always provide you with an 
opportunity to prove insurance coverage 
or be heard before being suspended. 
How to comply: 

1. By purchasing a motor vehicle 
insurance policy from a company 
licensed to do business in Florida. 

2. By obtaining a Financial 
Responsibility Certificate from the 
Bureau of Motorist Compliance 
after posting a satisfactory surety 
bond of a company licensed to do 
business in Florida. 

3. By obtaining a Financial 
Responsibility Certificate from the 
Bureau of Motorist Compliance by 
depositing cash  or securities with 
DHSMV. 

4. By obtaining a Self Insurance 
Certificate from the Bureau of 
Motorist Compliance by providing 

satisfactory evidence of possessing a 
net unencumbered capital. 

Remember: Automobile insurance is an 
important part of your driving privilege. 
Protect yourself and others by having and 
keeping the proper insurance coverage. 

4.10 - Traffic Crashes 

4.10.1 - Your Responsibilities 
1. Call law enforcement

If you are in a crash while driving, 
you must stop! 
Call the local police, the Florida 
Highway Patrol, or the county 
Sheriff ’s office. If the crash involves 
a charge of driving under the 
influence (DUI) or results in death, 
injury, or property damage to the 
extent a wrecker must tow a vehicle, 
the officer will fill out a report. If the 
crash is investigated by an officer, 
the driver need not make a written 
report. If property damage appears 
to be over $500 and no report is 
written by an officer, you must make 
a written report of the crash to the 
Department of Highway Safety and 
Motor Vehicles within 10 days. The 
officer will provide you with a copy 
of the form for your records. 

2. Remain calm
3. Attain vehicle, witness and driver 

information
You must be ready to give your 
name, address, and vehicle registra-
tion number, as well as show your 
driver license to others involved in 
the crash.

4. Sketch the scene, showing vehicle 
crash locations.

5. Help the injured. If anyone is hurt, 
you must get help!

Blocking the Flow of Traffic
If you’re involved in a minor crash and 
your vehicle is blocking the flow of traffic, 
you must move it.  If you cannot move it 
yourself, you must get help or call a tow 
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truck.  This is true anytime your vehicle 
os blocking the flow of traffic whether it 
has been involved in a crash or not. 

Traffic Collision Avoidance Course
If you are charged in a crash, you may 
have to go to court. The officer who 
comes to the scene of the crash will file 
charges against any driver who violated 
a traffic law. Anyone who is charged will 
have a chance to explain to the court what 
happened. The court will then decide 
what the penalty is. Anyone who is not 
charged with violating the law may have 
to come to court as a witness.  

If you are found at fault in a collision 
where anyone is injured and transported 
to a medical treatment facility or it is your 
second collision in a two-year period, you 
will be required by law to attend a Traffic 
Collision Avoidance Course. The traffic 
school that conducts this course can be 
found in the yellow pages of your local 
telephone book under driving instruc-
tion. 

Crash Involving an Unattended Vehicle 
If, while driving, you hit a vehicle with no 
one in it or if you damage any object that 
belongs to someone else, you must tell 
the owner. Give the owner your name, 
address, and tag number in person or in 
a note that is easily seen. Report the crash 
immediately to the proper law enforce-
ment agency. 

4.10.2 – Hit and Run
Florida has seen an increase of fatal hit-
and-run crashes during the last two years. 

What does Florida law say? 
• The driver must immediately 

stop and remain at the scene, must 
exchange information and render 
reasonable assistance to any injured 
persons. 

• Leaving the scene of a crash 
involving a death commits a felony 

of the first degree and carries a max-
imum penalty of 30 years in a state 
correctional facility and/or a fine of 
up to $10,000. 

• Leaving the scene of a crash 
involving injuries commits a felony 
of the third degree and carries a 
maximum penalty of 5 years in a 
state correctional facility and/or a 
fine up to $5,000. 

• Leaving the scene involving property
damage commits a misdemeanor of 
the second degree and carries a max-
imum penalty of 60 days in a county 
jail and/or fine of $500. 

 
A few hit-and-run facts for Florida: 

• Hit-and-run crashes involving 
fatalities increased from 162 in 2011 
to 168 in 2012. 

• The number of hit-and-run crashes 
statewide equaled 69,994 in 2012. 

• Three out of every five fatalities in 
2012 were pedestrians struck in hit-
and-run crashes. 

4.10.3 - Three Crashes in Three Years 
Law:
Section 322.0261(1)(c) requires that if 
you were convicted of or pleaded nolo 
contender to your third traffic offense 
that caused a crash within 36 months, 
you must complete a department ap-
proved driver improvement course that 
includes behind-the-wheel training and 
an assessment of your driving safety. 
DHSMV notifies you of this requirement 
based on a qualifying third at fault crash 
occurring on or after January 1, 2010.

What you must do to avoid driver license 
cancellation:

• Complete 12 hours of the 3-in-3 
Crash Course or an approved Ad-
vanced Driver Improvement course 
(ADI).

• Receive 4-hours of behind-the-
wheel training from a Florida 
licensed commercial driving school 
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Test Your Knowledge
1. What would happened to a per-
son that did not stop to give help 
when the vehicle they are driving is 
involved in a crash causing death or 
personal injury? (See section 4.1)

2. How many points are assessed for 
a texting while driving? (See section 
4.2)

3. If you receive twelve points with-
in twelve months, for how long will 
your license be suspended? (See sec-
tion 4.2)

4. When can you be charged with 
driving under the influence (DUI)? 
(See section 4.6)

5. Both your judgment and vision 
are affected after drinking alcohol. 
Which is affected first? (See section 
4.6.3)

6. What are the penalties for failing 
to take a blood test, a urine test, or a 
breath test? (See section 4.6.4)

7. When must you comply with the 
Financial Responsibility Law (Prove 
you are insured with bodily inju-
ry liability insurance)? (See section 
4.9.1)

8. What type of insurance must you 
have on motor vehicles with four or 
more wheels? (See section 4.9.2)

9. When a crash results in property 
damages of any amount, must the 
driver notify the Florida Highway 
Patrol, the Sheriff’s Department, or 
the city police department? 
(See section 4.10)

10. If you hit a parked car and are 
unable to find the owner, what 
should you do? (See section 4.10/1)

11. After a crash has been investi-
gated by an officer, does the driver 
need to send a written report to the 
Department of Highway Safety and 
Motor Vehicles? (See section 4.10.1)

12. What are the penalties for litter-
ing? (See section 4.11)

(CDS).
• Pass the extended road test with a 

DL examiner or Tax Collector 
licensing agent. 

Failure to complete these requirements 
within 90 days will result in a license 
cancellation.
 
4.11 - Littering 

Drivers are responsible for any litter-
ing from their vehicles. Use ashtrays for 
cigarettes and litter bags for trash while 
riding in motor vehicles. Empty ashtrays 
and litter bags only into trash cans. 

Littering is a crime. People who throw 
trash on public streets and highways can 
be fined up to $500 or jailed up to 60 days.  
You can be charged with a first-degree 
misdemeanor and fined up to $1,000 if 
dumping more than 15 pounds of trash. 

The court may also require you to pick up 
litter along roadways.

4.12 - Road Damage 

It is against the law to damage the roads 
by driving on the rim of a flat tire or by 
any other means.
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Going out?

How are you
getting home?

Be responsible.

Don't Drink 
and Drive!
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Section 5
Driving Safety

This Section Covers:
• 5.1: Distracted Drivers
• 5.2: Getting Ready to Drive
• 5.3: Defensive Driving
• 5.4: Driving Safety for Mature 

Drivers
• 5.5: When You Back Up
• 5.6: Avoiding Rear End 

Collisions
• 5.7: Emotions
• 5.8: Basic Driver Improvement
• 5.9: Safety Belts
• 5.10: Protecting Children
• 5.11: Speed Limits
• 5.12: Following Officer’s and 

Firemen’s Instructions
• 5.13: Crossing Intersections
• 5.14: Right of Way
• 5.15: Stop Signs
• 5.16: Open Intersections
• 5.17: Roundabouts
• 5.18: Driveways
• 5.19: Emergency Vehicles
• 5.20: Making Turns
• 5.21: Turnabout
• 5.22: Turn Signals and 

Emergency Signals
• 5.23: Traffic Lanes
• 5.24: Blind Spots
• 5.25: Passing
• 5.26: Minimum Safe Following 

Distances
• 5.27: Parking
• 5.28: Expressway Driving
• 5.29: Night Driving
• 5.30: Animals
• 5.31: Reduced Visability
• 5.32: Handling Emergencies
• 5.33: First Aid

Good driving is based on practice and 
being alert at the wheel. When driving, 
you must make sure that nothing inter-
feres with your ability to see the road, re-
act to situations or operate your vehicle 
properly.  You must look down the road, 

to the sides and behind your vehicle and 
be alert for unexpected events.  Be alert 
to what is going on around you and do 
not take your eyes off the road for more 
than a few seconds at any one time. Do 
not have objects inside your vehicle that 
might interfere with your ability to drive 
safely.  This might include objects that 
obstruct your view of the road or mirrors. 

5.1 - Distracted Drivers 

Good drivers develop habits that focus 
their full attention on driving.  Some 
drivers can develop bad habits that can be 
very dangerous when driving. Some bad 
habits that distract your attention away 
from driving are: 

• Driving when ill, upset or angry. 
• Driving while eating and drinking. 
• Driving while adjusting the radio or 

changing CDs/tapes/digital players. 
• Driving while calling, answering, 

talking or texting on a mobile phone. 
• Reading while driving. 
• Driving while drowsy or fatigued. 

Note: Florida law prohibits the opera-
tion of a motor vehicle while texting. 

5.2 - Getting Ready to Drive 

Before you start your engine: 
• Make sure all windows are clean. 
• Remove anything that blocks your 

view of the road. 
• Adjust the seat so you can reach all 

controls. 
• Adjust the inside and outside 

rearview mirrors. You should not 
have to lean forward or backward to 
use them. 

• Lock all car doors. 
• Put on your safety belts. Ask all 

passengers to do the same. 
• Make sure your car is in park or 

neutral gear before starting the en-
gine. Never move your car until you 
have looked in front, behind and to 
the side for pedestrians and oncom-
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ing traffic. Then, signal and pull into 
traffic when safe. 

5.3 - Defensive Driving 

Defensive driving means doing all you 
can to prevent crashes. As a defensive 
driver, you will “give” a little. You will 
change your driving to fit the weath-
er conditions, the way you feel, and the 
actions of other drivers, bicyclists and 
pedestrians.  Follow these steps to avoid 
crashes: 

1. Look for possible danger. Think 
about what might happen. If there 
are children playing by the road, 
plan what you will do if one runs or 
rides into the street. 

2. Understand what can be done to 
prevent a crash. See the defensive 
driving tips which follow and the 
Handling Emergencies section later 
in this chapter. 

3. Act in time. Once you have seen a 
dangerous situation, act right away 
to prevent a crash. Use these defen-
sive driving tips if you see that you 
are about to be involved in a crash: 
• It is better to swerve right instead 

of toward oncoming traffic to 
prevent a crash. 

• Hitting a row of bushes is better 
than hitting a tree, post or solid 
object. 

• Hitting a vehicle moving in the 
same direction as you are is better 
than hitting a vehicle head-on.

• It is better to drive off the road 
than skid off when avoiding a 
crash. 

• It is better to hit something that 
is not moving instead of a vehicle 
moving toward you. 

5.4 – Driving Safety for Mature 
Drivers – Tips to Help You Drive 
Safer….Longer

Most older drivers are good drivers. But 
as we age, most of us will need to take 
steps to ensure that we can continue to 

drive safely. Changes in our visual, physi-
cal and mental abilities will affect each of 
us in different ways. That’s why the Flor-
ida Department of Highway Safety and 
Motor Vehicles and its partners have cre-
ated  Florida GrandDriver® designed to 
help prepare drivers to “Get Around Safe 
and Sound.” “

Strength, flexibility and overall wellness 
help contribute to the ability of an older 
driver to remain a safe driver.
Drivers should:

• Receive regular medical and eye 
exams to identify physical and 
mental conditions that may affect 
driving.

• Consult with a doctor about 
exercising to maintain the flexibility 
and strength needed for safe driving.

• Give yourself time to react.
• Watch the entire road, from your 

front bumper to twelve seconds 
ahead of you (about one block at 30 
miles per hour).

• Stay at least three seconds behind the
car in front of you.

• Anticipate danger. Watch out for the 
other driver’s mistakes.

• Stiff joints make turning your head 
to see behind you difficult. Install 
large side mirror.

• Turn your body to see better.
• As muscles lose strength, turning 

the steering wheel gets harder. Don’t 
swing wide on turns to compensate. 
Get power steering.  If you still have 
trouble, get a turning knob.

• Tired muscles and sore joints distract
you. On long trips, stop to rest every 
two hours, and always buckle up.

• Lap/shoulder seatbelts provide body 
support as well as protection from 
injury.

• Regular exercise can prolong 
strength and flexibility. Ask your 
doctor to recommend a safe exercise 
program.



48

Official Florida Driver’s Handbook • 2014
5.4.1 - Medicines and Alcohol
Drinking alcohol impairs judgment, 
slows reflexes, distorts decision-making, 
and hinders coordination. You don’t have 
to be a problem drinker to have alco-
hol-related driving problems because al-
cohol tolerance decreases with age. If you 
drink, don’t drive.

Both prescription and over-the-counter 
medications have side effects that can af-
fect your ability to drive safely. Whenever 
you take any medication, ask your phar-
macist or physician about driving.

5.4.2 - Get Around Safe & Sound…As 
Long As Possible
Know the Basic Rules for Safe Driving

• Always wear corrective lenses as 
required.

• Be rested. Don’t drive when you are 
physically exhausted or sleep de-
prived.

• Don’t wear sunglasses in dim or dark 
conditions.

• Don’t drink and drive.
• Ask your doctor or pharmacist how 

your medications affect driving.
• Always, always wear a safety belt.

5.4.3 - Avoid Risky Drive Times
Minimize or prevent high-stress situ-
ations by avoiding difficult traffic situ-
ations. Older drivers may continue to 
drive safely for many years by adjusting 
their habits:

• Driving during daylight hours.
• Driving in good weather.
• Avoiding rush-hour traffic.
• Limiting fast-paced highway driving.

5.5 - When You Back Up 

Check behind your vehicle before you 
get in. Children or small objects cannot 
be seen from the driver’s seat.  Place your 
right arm on the back of the seat and 
turn around so that you can look directly 
through the rear window.  Do not depend 

on your rearview or side mirrors as you 
cannot see directly behind your vehicle. 
Back slowly; your vehicle is much harder 
to steer while you are backing. Whenever 
possible use a person outside the vehicle 
to help you back up. 

5.6 - Avoiding Rear-end 
Collisions 

Many crashes happen because one ve-
hicle runs into the back of another one. 
Here are some things you can do to lower 
the risk of someone running into the rear 
of your vehicle. 

• Check your brake lights often to 
make sure they are clean and work-
ing properly.

• Know what is going on around you. 
Use your rearview mirrors.

• Signal well in advance for turns, 
stops and lane changes.

• Slow down gradually. Avoid any 
sudden actions.

• Drive with the flow of traffic (within 
the speed limit). Driving too slowly 
can be as dangerous as driving too 
fast.

• To avoid striking the vehicle in the 
front of you, keep at least three to 
four  seconds following distance with 
an additional second for any unusual 
weather or traffic conditions.  See the 
Minimum Safe Following Distance 
information in section 5.26 

5.7 - Emotions 

Emotions can have an effect on driving 
safely. You may not be able to drive well 
if you are overly worried, excited, afraid, 
angry or depressed. 

• If you are angry or excited, give 
yourself time to cool off. If necessary 
take a short walk, but stay off the 
road until you have calmed down. 

• If you are worried, down or are 
upset about something, try to keep 
your mind on your driving. Some 
find listening to the radio helps. 

• If you are impatient, give yourself 
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extra time for your driving trip. 
Leave a few minutes early. If you 
have plenty of time, you may not 
tend to speed or do other things that 
can get you a traffic ticket or cause a 
crash. Don’t be impatient. Wait for a 
train to cross in front of you. Driv-
ing around lowered gates or trying 
to beat the train can be fatal. 

5.7.1 – Aggressive Driving 
(Road Rage)
Road rage is defined as violent or visibly 
angry behavior by a driver of a motor 
vehicle which can result in crashes or 
other incidents on roadways. It also 
called an extreme case of aggressive 
driving.

The following are possible signs of 
road rage or aggressive driving:

• Generally aggressive driving, 
including sudden acceleration, brak-
ing, and closely tailgating 

• Cutting off other drivers, or 
preventing other vehicles from 
merging 

• Hitting the horn or flashing lights 
• Shouting obscenities, or threats 
• Hand gestures 
• Intentionally causing a crash 

between vehicles 
• Getting out of a vehicle in an 

attempt to start a confrontation 
• Threatening to use or using a 

weapon 
• Throwing objects from a moving 

vehicle 

Ways to Avoid Road Rage
• Keep a cool head 
• Avoid eye contact 
• Never make obscene gestures 
• Do not use your vehicle to 

intimidate others 
• Get out of the left lane for other fast 

moving vehicles 
• If you witness something you think 

is road rage, call police 

• Do not become frustrated or stressed
out—if you do, remove yourself from 
the situation 

• Never get behind the wheel if you are
tired or irritable 

• Avoid confrontation 

5.8 - Basic Driver Improvement 

Any driver can take a basic driver im-
provement course. The course teaches 
ways of keeping crashes from happening. 
One driver can sign up, or a group can 
request a class. Consult your yellow pages 
under Driving Instruction for the loca-
tion nearest you. 

5.9 - Safety Belts 

The driver and front seat passengers 
must wear seat belts. The seat belt law 
applies to passenger cars manufactured 
beginning with the 1968 model year, and 
trucks beginning with the 1972 model 
year.  It is unlawful for any person to op-
erate a vehicle in this state unless every 
passenger of the vehicle under the age 
of 18 is restrained by a safety belt or by a 
child restraint device, regardless of seat-
ing position.  A seat belt violation will be 
charged to the driver when a person un-
der 18 is not restrained by a safety belt or 
a child restraint device. If the passenger is 
18 years of age or older and fails to wear 
a seat belt when required by law, the pas-
senger will be charged with the violation. 

The law exempts the following from the 
seat belt requirements: 

• Any person certified by a physician 
as having a medical condition 
that causes the seat belt use to be 
inappropriate or dangerous. Exempt 
persons need to keep a copy for the 
physician certification in their pos-
session while operating a vehicle. 

• Employee of a newspaper home 
delivery service while delivering 
newspapers on home delivery routes. 

• School buses (purchased new prior 
to December 31, 2000)  
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• Buses purchased new after 

December 31, 2000 are required 
to be equipped with seat belts.  
Seat belts must be worn in these 
vehicles). 

• Buses used for transportation of 
persons for compensation. 

• Farm equipment. 
• Trucks of a net weight of more than 

26,000 pounds. 
• Motorcycle, moped or bicycle. 

In a crash, you are far more likely to be 
killed if you are not wearing a safety belt. 
Wearing shoulder belts and lap belts 
make your chances of living through a 
crash twice as good. 

In a crash, safety belts: 
• Keep you from being thrown from 

the vehicle. The risk of death is five 
times greater if you are thrown from 
a vehicle in a crash. 

• Keep you from being thrown against 
others in the vehicle. 

• Keep the driver behind the wheel, 
where he or she can control the 
vehicle. 

• Keep you from being thrown against 
parts of your vehicle, such as the 
steering wheel or windshield.

 
Safety Belts Save Lives! 
Wear a lap belt around your hips, not 
your stomach. Fasten the belt snugly. 
Wear a shoulder belt only with a lap belt. 
Don’t just use your safety belt for long 
trips or high-speed highways. More than 
half of the crashes that cause injury or 
death happen at speeds less than 40 MPH 
and within 25 miles from home. 

5.10 - Protecting Children 

All Children 5 Years Of Age Or Young-
er Must Use A Restraint Device When 
Riding In A Motor Vehicle. 
The number one killer of young children 
in the United States is traffic crashes in 
which children were not restrained at all. 

Over 90 percent of the deaths and 80 per-
cent of the injuries in car crashes could 
be prevented by using crash-tested child 
restraints. 

Each passenger on a school bus equipped 
with safety belts or restraint systems shall 
wear a properly adjusted and fastened 
safety belt at all times while the bus is in 
operation. Seat belts on buses are exempt 
on buses purchased new prior to Decem-
ber 31, 2000. 

In passenger vehicles, children should be 
secured in the rear seat. Never secure a 
child in the front passenger side, espe-
cially if your vehicle has an air bag. The 
law requires every driver to properly se-
cure children five years of age or younger 
in child restraint devices riding in a pas-
senger car, van, or pick-up truck, regard-
less of whether the vehicle is registered 
in this state.  Infant carriers or children’s 
car seats must be used for children up 
to three years of age and younger. Child 
restraint requirements do not apply to a 
chauffeur driven taxi, limousine, sedan, 
van, bus motor coach, or other passen-
ger vehicle if the operator and vehicle are 
for hire; however, it is the obligation and 
responsibility of the parent, guardian or 
other person responsible for the child’s 
welfare. 

For children aged four through five 
years of age, a separate carrier, an in-
tegrated child seat or a seat belt may 
be used. All infant carriers and car seats 



51

Official Florida Driver’s Handbook • 2014
must be crash-tested and approved by 
the U.S. Government. Children being 
carried or riding bicycles should wear 
properly fitted bicycle helmets. 

Child Restraint Requirements
Child’s Age Restraint
 Requirement
Up to Three Infant Carrier
Years of Age
Four to Five Infant Carrier, 
Years of Age  Integrated Child Seat, 
 or Seat Belt
Over Five Safety Belt
Years of Age

5.10.1 - What is the Best Child Seat? 
• The one that fits your child.
• The one that fits your vehicle.
• The one that you will use correctly  

every time.

For more information on the best child 
seat, please visit:

http://www.flhsmv.gov/fhp/CPS/ 
and obtain information on Occupant 
Protection & Child Passenger Safety 
News.

5.10.2 - Leaving Children Unattended 
or Unsupervised in Motor Vehicles 
It is dangerous to leave children unat-
tended or unsupervised in a motor ve-
hicle.  The inside temperature of a ve-
hicle can rise almost 20 degrees within 
the first 10 minutes with no ventilation.  
Even cool temperatures in the 60’s can 
cause the temperature in a vehicle to rise 
well above 110° Fahrenheit inside your 
car.  Florida law states that a parent, legal 
guardian, or other person responsible for 
a child younger than 6 years of age may 
not leave the child unattended or unsu-
pervised in a motor vehicle for a period 
in excess of 15 minutes or for any period 
of time if the motor of the vehicle is run-
ning, the health of the child is in danger, 

or the child appears to be in distress.  Vi-
olations of this provision of law are a sec-
ond degree misdemeanor and can result 
in a fine of up to $500.  Violations that 
cause great bodily harm, permanent dis-
ability, or permanent disfigurement to a 
child are considered a third degree felony.  

5.11 - Speed Limits 

Speed causes many crashes. More drivers 
are convicted of speeding than any other 
offense. To avoid being fined or involved 
in a crash, obey the speed limits. Speed 
is very important in a collision. If you 
double the speed of a car, you increase 
its force of impact four times. If you tri-
ple the speed, the impact is nine times as 
great.

70 Does Not Always Mean 70 
Remember that speed limits show the 
fastest speed you may drive under good 
conditions. You are responsible for ad-
justing your driving speed to the road 
conditions. For example, if the weather is 
bad or there is a lot of traffic, you must 
drive more slowly than the posted speed. 
The safe speed is the one that allows you 
to have complete control of your vehicle 
and avoid collisions with other vehicles 
and pedestrians. 

Florida “Standard” Speed Limits 
Municipal Speed Areas  .........................30 
Business or Residential Area  ................30 
Rural Interstate ......................................70* 
Limited Access Highways  .....................70 
All Other Roads and Highways ..........55* 
School Zones ...........................................20
 *The 55 MPH maximum speed limit is 
still in effect in Florida except where oth-
erwise posted. *Speed limits are 70 MPH 
on some rural Interstate highways. Speed 
limits may be changed on other multi-
lane highways and in areas where the 
conditions require lower speeds. Drivers 
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should not assume because the area ap-
pears to be a particular urban, munici-
pality, business or highway area that the 
speed is the standard or expected speed 
zone. Observe and obey the posted speed 
signs as there may be frequent changes 
from area to area along the selected roads 
or highways. 

Speed limit signs are posted at the begin-
ning of a speed zone and drivers must be 
driving no higher than that speed start-
ing at the location of the posted sign and 
continuing until there is a posted speed 
limit change.  

5.11.1 - Driving Too Slowly is also 
Against the Law 
Drive with the flow of traffic (within the 
speed limit). You should not drive so 
slowly that you block other vehicles mov-
ing at normal, safe speeds. When driv-
ing slower than the flow of traffic, keep 
right so others may safely pass. You can 
be issued a ticket for driving too slowly. 
When the posted speed limit is 70 mph, 
the minimum speed limit is 50 mph. 

5.12 - Following Officer’s and 
Fireman’s Instructions 
If you are stopped by a law enforcement 
officer, pull off immediately to the ex-
treme right, clear of traffic when possi-
ble. Turn off your engine. Reduce your 
headlights to the parking light position at 
night. Sit calmly and follow the instruc-
tions of the officer. You must follow any 
lawful order or direction of (1) any law 
enforcement officer or (2) any fireman at 
the scene of a fire who is directing traffic. 
If a law enforcement officer is directing 
traffic where there are signal lights, obey 
the officer - not the signals. 

5.13 - Crossing Intersections 

More crashes happen at intersections 
than any other place. Be very careful 

when approaching any intersection or 
driveway. 

• Look both ways and be ready to 
brake or stop. 

• Drive at the slowest speed just  
before entering the intersection, not 
while crossing. 

• Do not pass or change lanes. 
• Be aware of vehicles behind you. 

Will they be able to stop if neces-
sary? If you are stopped, look for 
bicyclists and pedestrians who may 
be crossing the intersection from 
either direction or motorists on the 
cross street who may be passing a 
bicycle or other vehicle and be in 
the opposing lane. 

5.14 - Right-of-Way 

Who has the right-of-way in Florida? 
The answer is no one! The law only says 
who must yield (give up) the right-of-
way. Every driver, motorcyclist, moped 
rider, bicyclist and pedestrian must do 
everything possible to avoid a crash. 

5.15 - Stop Signs 

If the vehicle has automatic transmis-
sion, check mirrors for traffic.  Release 
the accelerator to allow the vehicle to 
slow.  Move your foot to the brake ped-
al and press with steady pressure for a 
smooth stop.  
If the vehicle has manual transmission, 
check mirrors for traffic.  Release the 
accelerator to allow the vehicle to slow.  
Move your foot to the brake pedal and 
press with steady pressure for a smooth 
stop.  Press clutch pedal down and shift 
into first gear when stopped.
Many intersections are marked with stop 
lines to show where you must come to a 
complete stop.  These stop lines help to 
set you farther back at an intersection to 
give larger vehicles more turning space.  
Always stop behind stop lines.
After a complete stop, you must yield 
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the right-of-way to all other traffic and 
pedestrians at stop signs. Move forward 
only when the road is clear. At four-way 
stops, the first vehicle to stop should 
move forward first. If two vehicles reach 
the intersection at the same time, the 
driver on the left yields to the driver on 
the right. 

5.16 - Open Intersections 

An open intersection is one without traffic 
control signs or signals. When you enter 
one, you must yield the right-of-way if: 

• A vehicle is already in the 
intersection. 

• You enter or cross a state highway 
from a secondary road. 

• You enter a paved road from an 
unpaved road. 

• You plan to make a left turn and a 
vehicle is approaching from the 
opposite direction. 

When two cars enter an open intersec-

tion at the same time, the driver on the 
left must yield to the driver on the right. 

5.17 - Roundabouts 

Roundabouts are circular intersections 
with no traffic signal which improve 
traffic flow and reduce traffic crashes. 
Roundabouts slow vehicle speed, give 
drivers more time to judge and react to 
other vehicles or pedestrians. Drivers en-
tering the roundabout must yield to traf-
fic already in the circle and are directed in 
one-way, counterclockwise direction. For 
multi-lane roundabouts, stay in the left 
lane to turn left and the right lane to turn 
right, and all lanes to go through, unless 
otherwise directed by signs or pavement 
markings. Stay in your lane within the 
roundabout and use your right turn sig-
nal to indicate your intention to exit.

Prior to entering or exiting the roundabout, 
drivers must yield to pedestrians in the 
crosswalks.  Bicyclists may take the lane in 
the roundabout, or use the sidewalk.  
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5.18 - Driveways 

Drivers entering and exiting a road from 
a driveway, alley or roadside should yield 
to vehicles already on the main road and 
bicyclists and pedestrians on the side-
walk, shared use path or bike lanes. 

5.19 - Emergency Vehicles 

Pedestrians and drivers must yield the 
right-of-way to law enforcement vehi-
cles, fire engines and other emergency 
vehicles using sirens and/ or flashing 
lights. Pull over to the closest edge of the 
roadway immediately and stop until the 
emergency vehicle has passed. Do not 
block intersections. 

5.19.1 - Move Over
(See section 1.5 for information about the 
Move Over Law)

5.20 - Making Turns 

Turning a corner may seem to be a sim-
ple operation, but many traffic crashes 
are caused by drivers who do not turn 
correctly.
There are nine steps in making a good 
turn:

1. Make up your mind about your 
turn before you get to the turning 
point. Turn signals are required 
when changing lanes. Never make 
“last minute” turns.

2. If you must change lanes, look 
behind and to both sides to see 
where other vehicles are located 
before making your turn.

3. Move into the correct lane as you 
near the intersection. The correct 
lane for the right turn is the lane 
next to the right edge of the road-
way.

4. On a two-lane road with traffic in 
both directions, an approach for 
a left turn should be made in the 
part of the right half of the roadway 
nearest the center line. 

5. Give a turn signal for at least the 
last 100 feet before you make your 
turn. Let other drivers know what 
you are going to do. Be sure that 
the drivers around you have time 
to see your signal before you 
move. 

6. Slow down to a safe turning speed. 
Pay attention to “no turn on red” 
or “stop here” when pedestrians are 
present/crossing.

7. When you are slowing to make a 
right turn, the bicyclist you passed 
may be catching up to you.  Search 
over your shoulder before turning. 
Yield to bicyclists and pedestrians. 
After checking that traffic is clear, 
look in the direction of travel to 
avoid colliding with a vehicle or 
pedestrian in front of you.

8. Always scan for pedestrians before 
starting a left turn.  Yield to pedes-
trians who may be crossing in your 
path when turning left.  Only turn 
left when the path is clear of pedes-
trians, bicyclists and vehicles.  

9. Make the turn, staying in the 
proper lane.  Yield the right-of-way 
to vehicles (including bicycles) 
coming from the opposite direction 
or vehicles lawfully passing on the 
left. 

10. Finish your turn in the proper 
lane. A right turn should be from 
the right lane into the right lane of 
the roadway entered. A left turn 
may be completed in any lane 
lawfully available, or safe, for the 
desired direction of travel. See the 
diagrams for making left turns 
from or into one-way streets. 

If you reach an intersection where you 
wish to make a right or left turn and are 
not in the proper lane, you should drive 
to the next intersection. Then make the 
turn from the proper lane. 
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5.21 - Turnabout (Three-Point 
Turn) 

Sometimes you will need to turn your car 
around in a very small space. Use a three-
point turn only if the road is too narrow 
for a U-turn and you can’t go around the 
block. To make a three-point turn: 

1. Move as far right as possible, check 
traffic, and signal a left turn. 

2. Turn the steering wheel sharply to 
the left and move forward slowly. 
Stop at the curb, or edge of roadway. 

3. Shift to reverse, turn your wheels 
sharply to the right, check traffic, 
and back your vehicle to the right 
curb, or edge of roadway. 

You can now move in the opposite di-
rection. Check the traffic and move for-
ward.  Never make a three-point turn or 
a U-turn on a curve, a hill or when a sign 
indicates that making a U-turn is prohib-
ited.

5.22 - Turn Signals and 
Emergency Signals 

You must use hand signals or direction-
al signals to show that you are about to 

turn.  Turn signals 
are required by law 
when changing lanes 
or overtaking a vehi-
cle. You should use 
your turn signals to 
indicate your inten-
tion with sufficient 
time to allow other 
drivers around you 
to see your signal 
BEFORE you move. 
It is against the law to 
use your directional 
signals to tell drivers 
behind you that they 
can pass.  Four-way 
emergency flashers 
should only be used 
while your vehicle 
is legally stopped or 
disabled on the high-
way or shoulder. 

5.23 - Traffic Lanes 

On a two-lane highway, you are allowed 
to drive on the left half of the roadway 
when it is safe to pass and passing is al-
lowed. If the road has four or more lanes 
with two-way traffic, drive in the right 
lanes except when overtaking and pass-
ing. Left lanes on some interstate roads 
are reserved for car pool vehicles with 
two or more occupants in the car - watch 
for diamond signs in the median. The 
center lane of a three-lane or five-lane 
highway is used only for turning left. 

If you see red reflectors facing you on the 
lane lines, you are on the wrong side of 
the road. Get into the proper lane imme-
diately! If you see red reflectors on the 
lines on the edge of the road, you are on 
the wrong freeway ramp. Pull over im-
mediately! Red reflectors always mean 
you are facing traffic the wrong way and 
could have a head-on collision. 

Right Turn

Slow of Stop

Left Turn

2

13
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Some roads have lanes reserved for bicy-
cles. Motorized vehicles are not allowed 
to drive in bike lanes, except at intersec-
tions where indicated by broken white 
lines, and only when no bicyclists are 
present in the bike lane.

5.24 - Blind Spots 

Blind spots are areas near the left and 
right rear corners of your vehicle that you 
cannot see in your rearview mirrors. Be-
fore you move sideways to change lanes 
on an expressway or to pass on any road, 
turn your head to make sure these areas 
are clear. Areas bordered by Xs are blind 
spots for a car with an outside mirror on 
the left side only. 

On the roads with more than one lane in 
each direction, do not drive in someone 
else’s blind spot. Speed up or drop back 
so the other driver can see you. 

5.25 - Passing 

• Stay a safe distance behind the 
vehicle you want to pass. The closer 
you get to the vehicle you want to 
pass, the less you can see ahead. 
This is especially true when pass-
ing trucks, trailers, and other large 
vehicles. 

• Before you pull out to pass, check 
your blind spots and make sure that 
you have plenty of time and room 
to pass. 

• On a two-lane road, tap your horn, 
or at night blink your headlights to 
let the other driver know you are 
passing. 

• Give your signal before you move 
into the left lane. Turn signals are 
required when changing lanes. Be 
sure that the drivers around you 
have time to see your signal BE-
FORE you move.

• Do not return to the right side of 
the road until you can see the tires 
of the vehicle you passed in your 
rearview mirror. 

• You must return to the right side of 
the road before coming within 200 
feet of any vehicle coming from the 
opposite direction. 

• Passing on the right is only legal 
when there are two or more lanes of 
traffic moving in the same direc-
tion or the vehicle you are passing 
is making a left turn. Pulling off 
the roadway to pass on the right is 
against the law.

Other parked or stopped vehicles can 
create vision blockage obscuring the 
presence of pedestrians crossing the 
road or cyclists sharing the roadway.  If 
another vehicle has stopped in an adja-
cent lane in the same direction of travel, 
be observant in case the other motorist 
has stopped for a pedestrian or disabled 
vehicle. 

5.25.1 - Being Passed 

• The driver of the car being passed 
must not increase speed until the 
pass is complete. 

• Help other drivers pass you safely. 
Move to the right side of your lane 
to give them more room and a bet-
ter view of the road ahead. 

5.25.2 - When You May Not Pass 
You may not pass on a two-lane road 

x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 

x x x x x x x x x x x x x x  

 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 

forward
vision

inside mirror
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with traffic moving in opposite directions 
under these conditions: 

• Where you see a “DO NOT PASS” 
or “NO PASSING ZONE” sign. The 
prohibition of passing in a no-Pass-
ing zone does not apply when an ob-
struction exists making it necessary 
to drive to the left of the center of the 
highway [s 316.0875(3) F.S.]. Thus, 
when a cyclist is traveling so slowly 
as to constitute an “obstruction,” a 
motorist may cross the center line in 
a no-passing zone if the way is clear 
to do so, i.e., when it can be seen that 
oncoming traffic is far enough away 
the pass may be completed before 
coming within 200 feet of an oncom-
ing vehicle.

• Where a solid yellow line is painted 
on your side of the center line. 

• On hills or curves, and at 
intersections. 

• Within 100 feet of a bridge, viaduct, 
tunnel, or railroad crossing. Vio-
lators may be arrested or issued a 
ticket. 

5.26 - Minimum Safe Following 
Distances 

You must always share the road with oth-
er roadway users.  The more distance be-
tween your vehicle and other roadway us-
ers, the more time you have to react.  This 
space is a large space cushion designed 
for your protection.  Always maintain a 
safe space cushion around your vehicle.
Rear-end crashes are very common at in-
tersections.  Drivers following too close-
ly, and then being unable to stop before 
hitting the vehicle ahead when it stops 
too quickly causes these types of crashes.  
Keep a minimum following distance of 
three to four seconds with an additional 
second for any unusual weather or traffic 
conditions.

To determine your following distance:
• Watch when the rear of the vehicle 

ahead passes a sign, pole or any 
other stationary point.

• Count the seconds it takes you to 
reach the same sign, pole, or any 
other stationary point (“One-
thousand-one, one-thousand-two, 
one-thousand-three, one-thousand-
four”).

Do NOT Overtake and Pass at These Locations

HILLS CURVES

INTERSECTIONS RAILROADS

Solid double
yellow Line

Broken
Line
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Line

Broken
Line
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• You are following too closely if 

you pass the stationary point before 
counting to one-thousand-four.

• Reduce speed and then count again 
at another stationary point to check 
the new following interval.  Repeat 
until you are following no closer 
than “three-seconds.”

• After practicing, guess how many 
seconds away you are from an object 
and then count the seconds it takes 
to reach the object to see how accu-
rate you are.

There are certain situations where you 
would need more space in front of your 
vehicle.  In the following situations, you 
may need more than a three-second fol-
lowing interval to be safe due to high-risk 
behavior.  Add more space in front of 
your vehicle and increase your following 
interval in the following situations:

• You need more distance to stop a 
vehicle on slippery roads, therefore, 
leave more space in front of your 
vehicle.  If the vehicle ahead sudden-
ly stops, your vehicle will need the 
extra distance to stop safely.

• Slow down to allow space in front of 
your vehicle when the vehicle 
behind wants to pass.  Slowing also 
will allow the pass to be completed 
in less time.

• Keep more space in front of your 
vehicle, when following motorcycles.  
Motorcycles are different sizes and 
have different braking capabilities 
than other motor vehicles.  If the 
motorcycle should fall, your vehicle 
needs extra stopping or steering dis-
tance to avoid the rider.  The chances 
of a motorcyclist falling are greatest 
on wet or icy roads, gravel roads or 
metal surfaces such as bridges, grat-

ings, or streetcar, or railroad tracks.
• When following drivers whose view 

to the rear is blocked you should 
allow for an extra cushion of space 
so the vehicle can see you.  The 
drivers of trucks, buses, vans or 
vehicles pulling campers or trailers 
may not be able to see your vehicle 
when you are directly behind them.  
They could stop suddenly without 
knowing your vehicle is to the rear.  
Large vehicles can also block your 
view of the road ahead; therefore, 
you should reduce your speed and 
allow for more space so you can see 
around the vehicle.  

• Add more space in front of your 
vehicle when carrying a heavy load 
or pulling a trailer.  The extra weight 
increases your vehicle’s stopping and 
steering ability.

• Increase your following interval 
when it is hard to see ahead because 
of darkness or bad weather.     

• If your vehicle is being followed 
closely, you should allow for extra 
space. Slow down and keep to the 
right. Your vehicle will then be able 
to stop or steer effectively without 
being hit from behind.

• Police vehicles, law enforcement, 
ambulances and fire trucks need 
more space to operate, so increase 
your following interval.  Many states 
require other vehicles to stay at least 
500 feet to the rear of emergency 
equipment that is a minimum of 10 
seconds at 30 mph and a minimum 
of 6 seconds at speeds of 60 mph. 
[Add state/province/territory infor-
mation here].

• Leave extra space in front of your 
vehicle for vehicles required to 

3 - 4 Second Minimum Flowing Distance

:01 :02 :03 :04

NO

YES
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come to a stop at railroad crossings, 
including transit buses, school buses 
or vehicles carrying haz-
ardous materials.

Leave extra space in front of 
your vehicle when stopped 
behind another vehicle on a 
hill or incline.  The vehicle 
ahead may roll back before it 
begins to move forward.
 
5.26.1 - Following Distance 
for Trucks 
A truck or any vehicle towing 
another vehicle may not fol-
low within 300 feet of another 
truck or vehicle towing a vehi-
cle. This law does not apply to 
overtaking and passing, and it 
does not apply within cities or 
towns. 

5.27 - Parking 

When parking on a public 
road, move as far away from 
traffic as possible.  If there is a 
roadside shoulder, pull as far 
onto it as you can. If there is a 
curb, pull close to it - you must 
not park more than one foot away.

Always park on the right side of the road-
way, unless it is a one-way street.  Make 
sure your vehicle cannot move. Set the 
parking brake and shift to park with an 
automatic transmission or reverse with a 
manual transmission. Turn off the engine 
and lock the vehicle.  Florida law requires 
that you take the keys out of your vehicle 
before leaving it.  Always check traffic be-
hind you before getting out on the street 
side or get out on the curb side. Bicyclists 
may be endangered by opening a door. 

Before you leave any parked position, 
look over your shoulder to the rear to 
make sure the way is clear. Give the prop-

er turn signal if driving from a curb and 
yield to other traffic.

5.27.1 - Parking on Hills 
When parking on hills:
• Turn your wheels so that 
if your car starts to move, 
it will roll away from traffic 
or into the curb.  Study the 
diagram provided. 
• Set the parking brake. 
• Place automatic gear shift 
in park. Shift manual gears 
to reverse (downhill) or first 
(uphill). 
• Turn vehicle off.

5.27.2 - Straight-in Parking 
The rear markers represent 
the REAR corners of the 
parking space. The forward 
markers represent the ap-
proximate CENTER of the 
parking space. When proper-
ly parked, the vehicle should 
be centered inside the space 
with no part of the vehicle 
extending out into the traffic 
lane. 

5.27.3 - Where Parking is not Allowed 
• On the roadway side of 

another parked vehicle 
(double parking).

• On crosswalks.
• On sidewalks.
• In bicycle lanes.
• In front of driveways.
• By curbs painted yellow 

or where “No Parking” 
signs are posted.

• Within intersections.
• Within 15 feet of a fire 
hydrant. 
• Within 20 feet of an intersection.
• Within 20 feet of the entrance to 

a fire, ambulance or rescue squad 
station.

Down Hill
turn wheels

to curb

Up Hill
with curb-

turn wheels
from curb

Up Hill
without curb-
turn wheels

to right
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• Within 50 feet of a railroad crossing.
• On the hard surface of a highway 

where parking spaces are not 
marked.

• On any bridge or overpass 
or in any tunnel.

• Within 30 feet of a rural mail box on 
a state highway between 8 a.m. and 
6 p.m.

• Within 30 feet of any flashing signal,
stop sign or traffic signal.

• In such a way that you block or 
create a hazard for other vehicles.

5.27.4 - Parking Lights 
Parking lights must be used at night 
on any vehicle parked on a roadway or 
shoulder outside of cities and towns. 
Driving with parking lights only (in place 
of headlights) is against the law. 

5.27.5 - Parking Privileges for Persons 
with Mobility Impairments 
Persons with mobility impairments do 
not have to pay 
parking fees on 
any public street, 
highway, or me-
tered space and 
may park in spaces 
reserved for person 
with disabilities. To 
park in these desig-
nated spaces, a per-
son needs to obtain a parking placard or 
obtain a specialty license plate authorized 
to park in the reserved spaces. 

Parking Placards
Vehicles must display a valid parking 
placard which is visible from the front 
and rear of the vehicle.  Each side of the 
placard must have the international sym-
bol of accessibility in a contrasting color in 
the center.  The placards may be obtained 
from a tag agent or Tax Collector’s office 
and must be renewed every four years. 

1. Proof of Eligibility: Statement from 

a physician licensed in the United 
States, the Division of Blind Ser-
vices of the Department of Educa-
tion, or the Veterans Administra-
tion, that the applicant is a severely 
physically disabled individual with 
permanent mobility problems 
which substantially impair his or 
her ability to move around or is 
certified as legally blind. 

2. Display: Visible from the front and 
rear of the vehicle. 

3. Procedure: Contact your local 
county tax collector or tag agent. 
a. Complete HSMV 83039 - 

Application for a disabled person’s 
parking permit. 

b. Provide proof of eligibility - 
Doctor’s Statement issued  within 
the last 12 months. 
c. Application for permanent 
disabled parking permit is no fee 
- blue.

d. Pay $15 for temporary disabled 
person parking permit red. 

e. Present valid Florida driver 
license or identification card if 
one was issued and available. 

Vehicles with Specialty License Plates 
that display the International Symbol 
of Access (otherwise known as the in-
ternational wheelchair symbol) may 
legally park in spaces reserved for people 
with Disabilities. 

Disabled American Veterans (DAV) and 
Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) 
plates are not required to have the ISA 
Symbol. The ISA Symbol is optional:
Parking reserved for people with dis-
abilities is a Federal and State legal re-
quirement. Accessible parking spaces 
allow motorists with disabilities safe and 
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equal access to goods and services. It is 
illegal for any vehicle to park, stop, or 
stand in these spaces unless it displays a 
Parking Permit, a Specialty License Plate 
with the ISA symbol issued by the Florida 
DMV, or a similar permit or plate issued 
by another state.   In addition, the vehicle 
must actually be transporting the person 
with the disability who owns the permit or 
registration. Law enforcement officers are 
authorized to request proof of ownership 
of the Parking Permit identification card 
or a vehicle with a Specialty ISA License 
Plate. Do not loan your Parking Permit. 
Anyone who obtains or uses a permit that 
does not belong to them can be charged 
with a second degree misdemeanor, pun-
ishable by a $500 fine or up to 6 months in 
jail, and the illegally parked vehicle can be 
towed and the permit confiscated. 

See DHSMV web site for additional in-
formation on disabled parking permits.  
www.flhsmv.gov/dmv/disabled_pkg.html#3

5.28 - Expressway Driving 

Expressways - also called interstate high-
ways, freeways, and turnpikes are multi-
ple-lane roads with no stop signs, traffic 
lights, or railroad crossings. For these 
reasons, expressways can give you a fast, 
safe way to get where you need to go. 

Pedestrians, hitchhikers, bicycles, ani-
mal-drawn vehicles or motor-driven cy-
cles and motor scooters with 150 cubic 
centimeter displacement or less are not 
allowed on expressways. 

5.28.1 - Entering and Leaving 
Expressways 
Vehicles can enter and leave expressways 
only at certain points. Because express-
way traffic is usually moving at or close to 
the maximum speed allowed, you need to 
know how to enter and exit safely. 

All expressway entrances have three basic 

Entering an Expressway

Leaving an Expressway

Adjust to freeway speed
in the acceleration lane

Do not slow down
here on freeway Slow down after turning

into deceleration lane

Don’t make a
last minute

turnoff Check the
posted safe speed
for the ramp

Be prepared to
adjust speed when
approaching merging
area

Do not enter freeway
here at sharp angleSignal and move

carefully into
freeway lane

Merging Area
Traffic Flow

Traffic Flow

Acceleration Lane

Deceleration
       Lane Ramp25

WRONG!

WRONG!
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parts: an entrance ramp, an acceleration 
lane, and a merging area. Follow these 
guidelines to enter an expressway safely: 

• On the entrance ramp, begin 
checking for an opening in traffic. 
Signal for your turn. 

• As the ramp straightens into the 
acceleration lane, speed up. Try to 
adjust your speed so that you can 
move into the traffic when you reach 
the end of the  acceleration lane. 

• Merge into traffic when you can do 
so safely. You must yield the right-
of-way to traffic on the expressway. 
You cannot always count on other 
drivers moving over to give you 
room to enter, but do not stop on an  
acceleration lane unless traffic is too 
heavy and there is  no space for you 
to enter safely. 

When leaving an expressway: 
• Get into the exit lane. Posted signs 

will tell you which one. Most 
expressway exits are from the right 
lane. 

• Signal your intention to leave the 
expressway by using your turn 
signal. 

• Slow down as soon as you are off 
the expressway. Check the posted 
safe speed for the exit ramp. 

• Do not make last-minute turns into 
an exit. If you go past your exit, you 
must go to the next one. 

5.28.2 - Expressway Safety Reminders 
• Plan your trip. Know just where you 

will get on and get off. 
• Drive in the right lane and pass on 

the left. If there are three lanes, 
use the right lane for lower speed 
driving, the left for passing. If you 
stay in the right lane, watch for cars 
entering the expressway. Adjust your 
speed or move into the center lane so 
they can enter safely.

• Never stop on the pavement, 
shoulder, or connecting ramp of an 

expressway except in an emergency. 
If your vehicle breaks down, it may 
be parked on the side of the express-
way (completely off the pavement) 
for no more than six hours. Raise 
your hood and tie a white cloth to 
your antenna or left door handle to 
show you need help.

• Never back up on an expressway 
entrance ramp or exit ramp. The 
only exception to this would be if 
you are trying to enter an expressway 
through an exit. In this case, you 
would see a “WRONG WAY” or 
“DO NOT ENTER” sign. Then you 
must back up or turn around.

• Do not cross, drive on or park on the
median strip.

• Do not follow too closely. Rear end 
collisions are the greatest danger on 
expressways. Always leave room for 
emergency stops.

• Stop driving when you feel tired. On 
long trips the hum of the engine and 
your lack of movement can make 
you feel sleepy. Stop for a cup of 
coffee, a short walk, or a nap. Do not 
risk falling asleep at the wheel.

5.29 - Night Driving 

You will need to drive with extra care at 
night. You cannot see as far ahead or to 
the side, and glare from oncoming cars 
can reduce your vision even more. Follow 
these guidelines for driving at night: 

• Use your headlights (low beam or 
high beam) between the hours of 
sunset and sunrise.

• Low beam headlamps are only 
effective for speeds up to 20-25 
MPH. You must use special care 
when driving faster than these 
speeds, since you are unable to 
detect pedestrians, bicyclists and 
others.

• High beam headlights can reveal 
objects up to a distance of at 450 feet 
and are most effective for speeds 
faster than 25 MPH.
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• Don’t use high-beam headlights 
within 500 feet of oncoming vehicles.

• If you are behind other vehicles, use 
low beams when you are within 300 
feet of the vehicle ahead.

• When leaving a brightly lit place, 
drive slowly until your eyes adjust to 
the darkness.

• Don’t look directly at oncoming 
headlights. Instead, watch the right 
edge of your lane. Look quickly to 
be sure of the other vehicle’s position 
every few seconds.

• Drive as far to the right as you can if 
a vehicle with one light comes 
toward you.

5.30 - Animals 

There may be times when an animal sud-
denly runs in front of your vehicle.  Do 
not swerve into oncoming traffic or off 
the roadway to avoid hitting the animal.  
Big game animals, mostly deer, are large 
enough to cause damage, injuries and fa-
talities to a motor vehicle.  However, the 
size of the animal may cause you to take 
drastic action to prevent a collision.  This 
may result in a more serious crash than if 
the vehicle collided with an animal.  Re-
gretfully, the safest alternative may be hit-
ting the animal.  Concentrate on regain-
ing control of the vehicle before, during, 
and after the collision with the animal.

You can use these precautions to reduce 
your chances of colliding with an animal:

• Use caution when driving at dawn 
and dusk, this is when your visibility 
is poor and animals are most active.

• The risk of animal/vehicle collisions 
is greatest during the months of 
October, November and December, 
due to the onset of breeding.

• Use caution and be alert when 
driving on roadways marked with 
deer crossing signs.  These signs are 
placed in areas that have had a large 
number of deer/vehicle collisions.

• Look well down the road and far 
off to each side.  Scan the sides of the 
road to watch for the reflection of 
your vehicle headlights in the eyes of 
animals, especially at night and near 
woods and water.  

• Slow down when approaching 
animals that are standing near the 
roadway, they may bolt or change 
direction at the last minute.

• If you see an animal, such as a deer 
cross the road, slow down and use 
caution.  Deer travel in groups ex-
pect other deer to follow.

• Use flashers or a headlight signal to 
warn other drivers when animals are 
spotted on or near the road.

• If you think you have time to avoid 
hitting an animal, reduce your speed, 
tap your brakes to warn other drivers 

High beam headlights can reveal objects up to a distance of at least
450 feet and are most effective for speeds faster than 25 mph.

At night, glare from oncoming cars can reduce your vision.
Drive with extra care at night.
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and sound your horn.  Deer tend 
to fixate on headlights so flashing 
them may cause the animal to freeze 
in the road.  If there are no vehicles 
close behind you, brake hard, but do 
not lock wheels causing a skid.

• If a collision is inevitable, do not 
swerve to avoid the animal, your 
risk of personal injury may be 
greater if you do.  Keep your vehicle 
under control and on the roadway 
when you hit the animal.

• Report the crash to the police if it 
involves a large animal such as a 
deer or farm animal.  If the animal 
is a domestic pet and homes are 
nearby try to notify the pet’s owner, 
if possible.  Do not go inside some-
one’s home.  

• Pets, such as dogs may also run 
out on the roadway.  Dogs that 
chase vehicles tend to approach in 
a straight line.  Slow down until 
the dog is near your vehicle then 
accelerate away from the dog as it 
approaches.  Dogs are likely to be 
seen in residential, rural or farm 
areas.

5.31 - Reduced Visibility 

You must turn on your low beam (dim) 
headlights when driving between sunset 
and sunrise, including the twilight hours 
between sunset and sunrise or between 
full night and sunrise. You must also use 
these lights during any rain, smoke or 
fog. Parking lights do not meet require-
ments of this law. 

5.31.1 - Fog or Smoke 
Wildfires, smoke, fog and heavy rain can 
lower visibility on the roads.  It is im-
portant for drivers to drive as safely as 
possible in these conditions.

Safety tips on driving in low visibility:
• Drive with lights on low beam. High 

beams will only be reflected back off 
the fog and actually impair visibility 

even more. Your lights help other 
drivers see your vehicle, so be sure 
they all work. Keep your windshield 
and headlights clean, to reduce the 
glare and increase visibility. 

• Slow down - and watch your 
speedometer - before you enter a 
patch of fog. Be sure that you can 
stop within the distance that you 
can see. Fog creates a visual illusion 
of slow motion when you may ac-
tually be speeding. Speed is a major 
factor in fog-related crashes.

• Watch out for slow-moving and 
parked vehicles. Listen for traffic 
you cannot see. Open your window 
a little, to hear better. 

• Reduce the distractions in your 
vehicle. Turn off the radio and 
cell phone. Your full attention is 
required.

• Use wipers and defrosters liberally 
for maximum visibility. Sometimes 
it is difficult to determine if poor 
visibility is due to fog or moisture 
on the windshield. 

• Use the right edge of the road or 
painted road markings as a guide.

• Be patient. Avoid passing and/or 
changing lanes.

• Signal turns well in advance and 
brake early as you approach a stop. 

• Do not stop on a freeway or heavily 
traveled road. You could become 
the first link in a chain-reaction 
collision. If you must pull off the 
road, signal (people tend to follow 
tail lights when driving in fog), then 
carefully pull off as far as possible. 
After pulling off the road, turn on 
your hazard flashers(hazard lights 
should only be used when you pull 
over to show that you are parked 
on the side of the road). Move away 
from the vehicle. 

• Check traffic conditions before 
traveling, by dialing 511 or visiting 
www.fl511.com.
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5.31.2 - Rain 
The first few drops of rain mean danger. 
Roads are most slippery just after the rain 
begins because oil dropped from cars has 
not been washed away. Slow down and 
plan for at least two times the normal 
stopping distance. 

In a heavy rain, your tires can ride on a thin 
film of water, like skis. This is called hydro-
planing. When your tires are not touching 
the road, you can easily lose control and 
skid. Keep your tires on the road by slow-
ing down when it rains, and by having tires 
with the right air pressure and good tread. 

Brakes often become wet after driving 
through deep water or driving in heavy 
rain. They may pull to one side or the 
other, or they may not hold at all. If this 
happens, slow down and gently push on 
the brake pedal until your brakes are 
working again. 

5.32 - Handling Emergencies 

When you are driving, things can happen 
very quickly. You may have only a frac-
tion of a second to make the right move. 
Follow these guidelines for handling 
emergencies. 

5.32.1 - Breakdowns 
• If possible, park where the disabled 

vehicle can be seen for 200 feet in 
each direction.

• Move the vehicle so all four wheels 
are out of traffic lanes.

• Turn on your emergency flashers.
• Get all passengers out on the side 

away from traffic.
• Tie a white cloth on the left door 

handle or antenna.
• Raise the hood.
• Call * FHP or other law enforcement 

agencies for assistance.

5.32.2 - Tire Blowout 
• Do not use brakes.

• Concentrate on steering.
• Slow down gradually.
• Brake softly when the car is under 

control.
• Pull completely off the pavement.

5.32.3 - Wet Brakes 
• Test brakes lightly after driving 

through deep water.
• Brakes may pull to one side or may 

not hold at all.
• Dry brakes by driving slowly in low 

gear and applying brakes.

5.32.4 - Right Wheels off Pavement 
• Take your foot off the gas pedal.
• Hold the wheel firmly and steer in a 

straight line.
• Brake lightly.
• Wait until the road is clear.
• Turn back on the pavement sharply 

at slow speed.

5.32.5 - Car or Motorcycle  
Approaching in your Lane 

• Sound your horn.
• Brake sharply.
• Steer for the side of the road or the 

ditch.

5.32.6 - Jammed Gas Pedal 
• Keep your eyes on the road.
• Tap the gas pedal with your foot.
• Try to pry the pedal up with the toe 

of your shoe.
• Shift into neutral.
• Turn off the ignition. (Do not turn 

the key to lock, or your steering will 
lock.)

• Use your brakes.

5.32.7 - Brake Failure 
• Pump the brake pedal hard and 

fast, except for vehicles with an-
ti-lock brakes. 

• Shift to a lower gear. 
• Apply the parking brake slowly and 
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make sure that you are holding 
down the release lever or button. 
This will prevent your rear wheels 
from locking and your vehicle from 
skidding. 

• Rub your tires on the curb to slow 
your vehicle, or pull off the road 
into an open space.

 
5.32.8 - Skidding 

• Take your foot off the gas pedal. 
• Do not use your brakes, if possible. 
• Pump the brakes gently if you are 

about to hit something. 
• Steer the car into the direction of the 

skid to straighten the vehicle out. 
Then steer in the direction you wish 
to go. 

5.32.9 - Fire 
• If the fire is small and you have a 

portable extinguisher, you should 
attempt to extinguish the fire. 

• If you cannot extinguish the fire and 
it continues to get larger, get away 
from the vehicle, due to the pres-
ence of toxic fumes and the possibil-
ity of explosion. 

• Never apply water to a gasoline or 
diesel fire.

5.32.10 – Submerged Vehicles
If you are in a crash and your vehicle en-
ters a pond, lake, river or other body of 
water you should remain calm and assess 
the situation.  If your vehicle enters wa-
ter, it will only float on the surface for 30 
to 60 seconds so make every attempt to 
get out of the vehicle immediately.  First, 
remove your safety belt, then lower the 
window and climb onto the top of the 
vehicle.  Before trying to swim away, as-
sess the current of the water.

If the vehicle is sinking quickly and you 
cannot get the door or window open 
you will have to wait for the pressure to 
equalize.  Take off heavy clothing that will 
cause you to sink, but keep your shoes on 

in case you have to kick the window to es-
cape.  When the water along the window 
is to your shoulder, try to open the door.  
If you are able to, there will still be a rush 
of water coming into the vehicle.  

If you cannot open the door or window, 
there will be a small air pocket near the 
part of the vehicle which is highest in 
the water.  If you can’t get a side window 
open, take a breath and kick the window 
out.  Go to the air pocket for one more 
breath and then escape.

5.33 - First Aid 

If you come upon a crash, send someone 
for help. Then apply the three first aid rules: 

5.33.1 - Start the Breathing 
If the injured person has stopped breath-
ing, start artificial respiration right away. 
Do not stop until a doctor tells you to 
stop, or until the victim is breathing nor-
mally.

Follow these steps:
• Use your fingers to clear the victim’s 

mouth.
• Place the victim on his or her back, 

lift the neck, and tilt the head back.
• Hold the victim’s nose tightly and 

blow vigorously through the mouth 
to make the chest expand once every 
five seconds (twelve times a minute). 

• When the injured person is a small 
child, do not pinch the nose. Cover 
the child’s nose and mouth with your 
mouth and blow smaller more fre-
quent breaths, about  20 per minute. 

5.33.2 - Stop the Bleeding 
Most bleeding can be stopped by press-
ing down on the wound. If possible you 
should place a gauze pad over the wound 
and then press down. If you do not have a 
gauze pad, a clean cloth or even your fin-
gers will have to be used. Bleeding from 
an artery should always be stopped first. 
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The blood from an artery will be bright 
red and will come out of the wound in 
spurts. If the blood is darker in color and 
flows evenly, it is from a vein. 

5.33.3 - Treat For Shock 
Persons who have been injured may go 
into shock. When someone is in shock, 
all of the body functions slow down. 
Shock can be very serious. It can cause 
death. Shock may develop right after a 
crash or later. Injured persons must be 
treated for shock regardless of whether or 
not they appear to be in shock:

• Reassure the injured person. Your 
calmness will help. Do not give them 
anything to drink.

• Cover the person with blankets or 
coats to hold body heat. Have the 
person lie flat.

• Keep onlookers back so that the 
injured person has air.

• Keep their head as low as possible 
unless there is a head injury.

• Loosen tight collars to make 
breathing easier. 

DO NOT MOVE AN INJURED 
PERSON WHO CANNOT 

MOVE OR COMPLAINS OF PAIN 
IN THE BACK OR 

NECK. DO NOT ATTEMPT TO 
REMOVE THE HELMET OF 

AN INJURED MOTORCYCLE OR 
BICYCLE RIDER. 
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Test Your Knowledge
1. If a law enforcement officer stops 
a vehicle for a violation and finds a 
front seat passenger, 17 years of age 
or younger not wearing a safety belt, 
who will be charged with the seat 
belt violation? (See section 5.9)

2. To what ages does the Child Re-
straint Law apply? (See section 2.1 
and 5.10)

3. What is the maximum speed lim-
it in a residential area if there is no 
speed limit sign? (See section 5.11)

4. What is the maximum speed limit 
on an interstate highway on a clear 
day? In a rural area?  (See section 
5.11)

5. When you are driving too slowly, 
can you be issued a ticket? (See sec-
tion 5.11)

6. If you approach a red light and 
a traffic officer directs you to go 
through the intersection without 
stopping, what should you do? (See 
section 5.12) 

7. What is the arm signal for a left 
turn? Right turn? Slow or stop? (See 
section 5.22)

8. When may you drive in the left 
lane of a road with four or more 
lanes with two-way traffic? (See sec-
tion 5.23)

9. After passing a vehicle, you must 
return to the right side of the road 
before coming within how many feet 
of an oncoming vehicle? (See section 
5.25)

10. Where is it unlawful to overtake 
and pass? (See section 5.25.2)

11. What is the recommended safe fol-
lowing distance? (See section 5.26)

12. Which way should you turn your 
wheels when parking facing uphill 
where there is a curb? Which way 
should you turn them where there is 
not a curb? (See section 5.27.1)

13. What should you do if you drive 
past the exit on an interstate high-
way where you wanted to get off? 
(See section 5.28.2)

14. At what times should you use 
your headlights? (See section 5.29)

15. When approaching another ve-
hicle from the rear at night, within 
how many feet must you dim your 
bright headlights?  (See section 5.29)

16. Within how many feet of an on-
coming vehicle should you dim your 
bright headlights? (See section 5.29)

17. When driving in the rain, fog, or 
smoke in the daytime, what lights do 
you turn use? (See section 5.31.1)
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Section 6
Sharing the Road

This Section Covers:
• 6.1: Pedestrians
• 6.2: Bicycles
• 6.3: Motorcycle Awareness
• 6.4: Mopeds
• 6.5: School Buses
• 6.6: Public Transit
• 6.7: Funeral Processions
• 6.8: Sharing the Road with a 

Truck
• 6.9: Golf Carts

6.1 Pedestrians

6.1.1 – Safety Rules for Motorist 
Regarding Pedestrians
It is the motorist’s responsibility to do ev-
erything possible to avoid colliding with 
pedestrians. Bicyclists, skaters and skate-
boarders in a crosswalk or driveway are 
considered pedestrians. 

1. Turning motorists must stop for 
pedestrians at intersections and 
driveways.

2. Motorists must stop or yield as 
appropriate for pedestrians 
crossing the street or driveway at 
any marked mid-block crossing, 
driveway or intersection without 
traffic signals. 

3. Drivers must not block the 
crosswalk when stopped at a red 
light. Do not stop with any portion 
of your vehicle overhanging the 
crosswalk area. Blocking a cross-
walk forces pedestrians to go 
around your vehicle, and puts them 
in a dangerous situation.

4. You must stop and remain stopped 
for pedestrians on the sidewalk 
when entering or leaving an alley, 
driveway, or private road.

5. Do not make a turn that causes 
a pedestrian to stop, slow down or 
make some other special effort to 
avoid a collision.

6. If children are in the vicinity, take 
special care, because children are 
not fully aware of the dangers of 
traffic.

7. Be respectful of others who have 
difficulty in crossing streets, such 
as elderly persons or persons with a 
visual disability.

Be especially observant for children in or 
along the roadway and be aware of pedes-
trians sharing the road where sidewalks 
are not present.

When a vehicle is stopped at a cross-
walk to permit a pedestrian to cross the 
roadway, the driver of any other vehicle 
approaching from the rear shall not over-
take and pass such stopped vehicle.

Note: When one driver stops to let a pe-
destrian cross, the stopped vehicles may 
screen the pedestrian from the view of 
an approaching driver, and also screen 
the approaching vehicle from the pedes-
trian’s view.  The law therefore requires a 
driver approaching a vehicle stopped at a 
crosswalk from the rear to assume that a 
pedestrian may be crossing, even when 
none can be seen at the moment.  A vio-
lation of this rule can cause serious injury 
because the overtaking driver is traveling 
at speed.  To reduce this risk, seasoned 
pedestrians pause to scan the next traffic 
lane before advancing beyond the outside 
edge of any “screen”.

6.1.2 - Safety Rules for Pedestrians 
1. Look to the left, right, and left for 

traffic before stepping off any curb, 
and keep looking as you cross. 

2. Crosswalks at intersections may 
be marked or unmarked.  Cross-
ing is preferred at Intersections or 
designated crosswalks in the middle 
of a block.  However, pedestrians 
may cross at other locations if not 
between adjacent signalized inter-
sections but are required to yield to 
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other traffic.  

3. Cross with the green light, “WALK” 
or “walking person” symbol.  Make 
sure you have enough time to cross.  
Many locations in Florida have 
“count-down” pedestrian signals. 
These indicate the time remaining 
for the crossing. 

4. While walking along a highway 
without a sidewalk, always walk on 
the shoulder on the left side, facing 
traffic.  Wear light colored and 
reflective clothing or use a flashlight 
to make you more visible to drivers 
at night.

6.1.3- Persons Who are Blind
The primary traveling aids for a person 
who is blind are often a white cane or a 
trained guide dog. Independent travel 
involves some risk that can be greatly re-
duced when you, the driver, are aware of 
the use and meaning of a white cane or 
guide dog.

Drivers must always yield the right-of-
way to persons who are blind. When a 
pedestrian is crossing a street or highway 
guided by a dog or carrying a white cane 
(or a white cane with a red tip), vehicles 
must come to a complete stop. 

6.1.4 – Persons Who are Mobility-
Impaired 
Drivers must yield the right-of-way to 
mobility-impaired persons and pedestri-
ans utilizing the assistance of a guide dog 
or service animal. 

Mobility impaired persons must use 
sidewalks; however, they may leave the 
sidewalk and use the roadway to avoid a 
potential conflict.  Drivers should be on 
the lookout for pedestrians leaving the 
sidewalk. 

When a pedestrian is crossing a public 
street or highway and the pedestrian is 
using a walker, a crutch, or an orthopedic 

cane or wheelchair, vehicles must come 
to a complete stop. 

6.2 - Bicycles 

In Florida, the bicycle is legally defined 
as a vehicle and has all of the privileges, 
rights and responsibilities to utilize the 
roadway as a motor vehicle operator 
does. Bicyclists on public roads (except 
for expressways) have the same rights 
and responsibilities as drivers of motor-
ized vehicles. 

Respect the right-of-way of bicyclists be-
cause they are entitled to share the road 
with other drivers. Unlike motorists, bi-
cyclists may also operate on sidewalks 
(except where prohibited by local ordi-
nance), but must yield to pedestrians on 
sidewalks and in crosswalks.  

Riding against the flow of traffic in the 
adjacent traffic lane on a sidewalk is not 
illegal. However, it places cyclists where 
motorists entering or leaving the road-
way at driveways and intersections do 
not expect wheeled traffic. As cyclists 
move faster than pedestrians, conflicts 
between motorists and sidewalk riders 
at driveways and intersection crosswalks 
can develop rapidly. 

6.2.1 – Sharing the Road with a Bicycle
Expect to find a bicyclist 
on all types of roads (ex-
cept interstate highways), 
at all intersections and 
roundabouts, in all types 
of weather, and at all times 
of the day and night. Bicy-
clists may ride out of the 
bike lane in the travel lane for their own 
safety due to narrow roads, or to avoid 
obstacles or pavement hazards, or to 
prepare for a left turn. On roads without 
shoulders, or with cars parked along the 
right side, often the safest place for a bicy-
clist to ride is in the center of the lane. A 
bicyclist may use the full lane even while 
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traveling substantially below the speed of 
traffic if the lane is too narrow for a car 
to safely pass a bicycle within the lane. 
Most travel lanes in Florida range from 
10’ to 12’ wide and guidance indicates 
that a 14’ lane is a width that allows safe 
sharing with most motor vehicles. 

• Florida law requires that motorists 
give cyclists a minimum of three 
feet of clearance and reduce their 
speed.  

• On a two lane road, pass a bicyclist 
like a slow moving vehicle, and only 
when it is safe to do so. 

• At night, avoid using high beam 
headlights when you see a cyclist 
approaching. 

• Do not follow a cyclist closely in 
order to have adequate space to 
slow. Bicycles can maneuver quickly 
and may reduce speed or swerve to 
avoid a road hazard that a motorist 
cannot see.

• Before opening a car door, check for
bicyclists who may be approaching 
from behind.

• Avoid honking your horn. 
Bicyclists can usually hear an ap-
proaching vehicle and loud noises 
can startle bicyclists, causing a 
crash.

6.2.2 – Bike Lanes Intersections and 
Driveways 
At intersections, always assume that bi-
cyclists are traveling straight unless they 
signal otherwise. Yield to bicycles just 
as you would to any other vehicle. Bicy-
clists often ride on sidewalks and trails, 
so look both ways before crossing a side-
walk or trail. A bicycle may come from 
an unexpected direction.

A large percentage of motorist bicycle 
crashes occur at intersections. When 
making a left turn, check for and yield 
to bicyclists coming from the opposite 
direction. When making a right turn, 
signal your turn, check for bicyclists, and 

do not turn directly in front of a bicyclist. 
They may travel faster than you think. 
When a bike lane is present, signal your 
turn and yield to any bicyclist in the bike 
lane, before crossing the bike lane to en-
ter a right turn lane. If no right turn lane 
is present, yield to any cyclist present in 
the bike lane and make your turn behind 
the bicyclist. Otherwise merge into the 
bike lane before making your turn.

6.2.3 – Young Bicyclists
Children on bicycles can be unpredict-
able and can make sudden changes in 
direction. Be especially careful when 
children are present, and strictly obey the 
speed limit in school zones and residen-
tial areas.

6.2.4 – Bicyclist Sharing the Road with 
Vehicles 
Persons riding bicycles or mopeds on a 
roadway have the same rights (with cer-
tain exceptions) and duties as motor ve-
hicle drivers and may be ticketed for traf-
fic violations. Know and obey these laws: 

• Bicyclists must obey all traffic 
controls and signals. 

• An adult bicyclist may carry a child 
in a backpack or sling, child seat or 
trailer designed to carry children. 

• You may not allow a passenger to 
remain in a child seat or carrier 
when you are not in immediate 
control of the bicycle.

• Bicyclists and passengers under 
age 16 are required to wear helmets 
that meet federal safety standards.  
A helmet purchased before October 
1, 2012, which meets the standards 
of the American National Standards 
Institute, the standards of Snell 
Memorial Foundations or any other 
nationally recognized standards for 
bicycle helmets adopted by DHSMV 
may continue to be worn by a bicycle 
rider or passenger until January 1, 
2016. 

• Every bicycle must be equipped with 
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a brake or brakes which allow the 
bicyclist to stop within 25 feet when 
traveling from a speed of 10 miles per 
hour on a dry, level, clean pavement.

• A bicyclist on a sidewalk or 
crosswalk must yield the right-of-
way to pedestrians and must give an 
audible signal before passing.

• Keep both hands on the handlebars. 
• On the roadway, check behind you 

before changing lanes or moving 
notably within the lane. 

• For use between sunset and sunrise, 
a bicycle must be equipped with a 
lamp on the front exhibiting a white 
light visible from 500 feet to the front 
and both a red reflector and a lamp 
on the rear exhibiting a red light 
visible from 600 feet to the rear.

• If you are not traveling at the speed 
of other traffic, stay on the right-most 
portion of the roadway except when 
passing, making a left turn, avoiding 
hazards or when a lane is too narrow 
for you and a car to share it safely.

• When operating a bicycle on a 
one-way street with two or more 
traffic lanes, you may ride as close to 
the left-hand edge of the roadway as 
practicable.

• If you intend to make a left turn, you 
are entitled to full use of the lane 
from which the turn is made. 

• In addition to the normal 
vehicular-style left turn, you may 
proceed through the right-most por-
tion of the intersection and turn as 
close to the curb or edge as possible 
at the far side. After complying with 
any official traffic control device, you 
may proceed in the new direction of 
travel.

• Signal your intent to turn to other 
vehicle operators by pointing in the 
direction you are going to turn. 

• Do not wear headphones or any 
other listening device except a hear-
ing aid while bicycling. 

• Do not ride a bicycle when under 
the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

6.3 - Motorcycle Awareness

As of July 1, 2010, there were 1,009,803 
motorcycle endorsements in the State of 
Florida. That is over a million bikes on 
the road!  Please take a second to “look 
twice … save a life.”

6.3.1 - Sharing the Road with a 
Motorcycle 

• Watch for motorcycles and yield the 
right-of-way.  

• Look at least three times before 
pulling into an intersection or 
changing lanes and be aware that 
even the smallest of visual impair-
ments can hide a motorcycle from 
view. 

• When following a motorcycle, 
remember that motorcycles have the 
ability of stopping much more quick-
ly than other vehicles.  Following too 
closely endangers your life and that 
of the motorcyclist. 

• Never attempt to share the lane with
a motorcycle.  The motorcyclist 
needs the room to maneuver safely 
and is entitled to the entire lane. 

• Never pass a motorcyclist with only 
a few feet of space.  The force of the 
buffeted wind can cause the rider to 
lose control.  Motorcyclists may also 
choose to ride near one side of a lane 
to maximize the view ahead.  

• When your vehicle is being passed 
by a motorcycle, maintain your lane 
position and speed.  Allow the mo-
torcycle to complete the maneuver 
and assume proper lane position.  

• It is especially difficult to gauge the 
speed of a motorcycle because they 
take up less of your field of vision, 
making depth perception more dif-
ficult.  They may appear to be much 
farther away than they really are.  Be 
sure of their distance when making a 
maneuver in front of a motorcycle.

• Motorcyclists often slow down by 
downshifting or rolling off the 
throttle, thus not activating the brake 
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light.  Predict a motorcyclist may 
slow down without visual warning.  

• Maintain a four second buffer zone 
between you and a motorcyclist, 
more in bad weather.  

• In traffic, especially in inclement 
weather or under certain road 
conditions, motorcycles operate dif-
ferently than other vehicles.  Wind 
gusts can move a motorcycle across 
an entire lane.  Wet or icy roads im-
pair a motorcyclist’s ability to brake 
and maneuver.  Potholes or railroad 
tracks often require motorcyclists to 
change positions within their lane.  
Gravel roads decrease traction and 
may cause a rider to slow down or 
brake where a car would not.  Give 
the motorcycle extra space when 
encountering these conditions.  

Additional information on motorcy-
cle safety is located on the DHSMV 
website:
Florida Rider Training Program (FRTP)
http://motorcycles.hsmv.state.fl.us/

Florida Motorcycle Handbook
http://www.flhsmv.gov/handbooks/

6.4 - Mopeds 

Persons riding mopeds have the same 
rights and duties as drivers of motor ve-
hicles. Moped riders committing traffic 
violations will receive citations. 

Know and obey these moped laws: 
• You must be 16 years of age or older 

to operate a moped on a public 
road. 

• Operators of mopeds must have the 
minimum of a Class E license. No 
motorcycle endorsement is re-
quired. 

• Mopeds must be registered annually 
and a tag purchased. 

• Mopeds may not be operated on 
bicycle paths or foot paths. 

• Moped operators do not have to 
carry PIP insurance. 

• Operators 16 years of age or older 
are not required to wear helmets. 

6.5 - School Buses 

On a two way street or highway, all driv-
ers moving in either direction must stop 
for a stopped school bus which is picking 
up or dropping off children. You must re-
main stopped until all children are clear of 
the roadway and the bus’ stop arm is with-
drawn. 
 
If the highway 
is divided by a 
raised barrier or 
an unpaved me-
dian at least five 
feet wide, you 
do not have to 
stop if you are 
moving in the 
opposite direc-
tion of the bus. Painted lines or pavement 
markings are not considered barriers. 
You must always stop if you are moving 
in the same direction as the bus and you 
must remain stopped until the bus stop 
arm is withdrawn. 

Any person using, operating, or driving 
a vehicle that passes a school bus on the 
side that children enter and exit when 
the school bus displays a stopped signal 
commits a moving violation and will be 
required to complete a basic driver im-
provement course.

6.5.1 - School Crossings 
School area signs advise drivers of school 
zones and school crossings. School zones 
help protect the safety of students when 
they cross the roadway.  School crossings 
help inform drivers that children use that 
crossing to go to and from school.

Be attentive to school zone reduced 
speed limits, school crossing guards, and 
unpredictable children, since these sit-
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uations may require you to reduce your 
speed or stop.  

When children (walking, bicycling or 
skating) or school crossing guards are 
present in a crosswalk, drivers must yield 
or stop at the marked stop line and with-
out stopping in the crosswalk. 

It is the driver’s responsibility to avoid 
colliding with pedestrians.  Do your 
part to make every school crossing a safe 
crossing for children.

Crossing guards are the first to enter and 
last to exit a crosswalk to indicate to driv-
ers that pedestrians, especially children, 
are about to cross or are crossing.  Do not 
enter the crosswalk while a school cross-
ing guard is in the roadway.  

6.6 - Public Transit 

All drivers should yield the right-of-way 
to public transit buses traveling in the 
same direction which have signaled and 
are reentering the traffic flow from a spe-
cifically designated pullout bay. 

6.7 - Funeral Processions 

Pedestrians and drivers must yield the 
right-of-way to funeral processions. When 
the first vehicle in the funeral procession 
lawfully enters an intersection, other ve-
hicles in the procession must have their 
headlights on as a signal to other drivers 
not to drive between or interfere with the 
procession while it is in motion, unless 
directed to do so by a law enforcement 
officer. 

6.8 - Sharing the Road with a Truck 

Whether you are sharing the road with a 
car, truck, bus, or other large vehicle, it’s 
important for safety’s sake to obey traffic 
laws, abide by the rules of the road, and 
drive defensively.  Are there any special 
rules for sharing the road with a truck? 
Yes! Here are some suggestions from pro-
fessional truck drivers. 

6.8.1- The “No-Zone” 
• Blind Spots. Although most large 

vehicles have several rearview mir-
rors, it is easy for a car, motorcycle 
or bicycle to be hidden in a large 
vehicle’s blind spot. Do not follow 
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closely behind a truck or a bus. When 
driving near a large vehicle, be aware 
of the driver’s blind spots on the 
right, left, front and behind. 

• Rear Blind Spots. Unlike 
passenger cars, trucks and buses have 
deep blind spots Directly behind 
them. Tailgating greatly increases 
your chances of a rear-end collision 
with a commercial vehicle. 

• Unsafe Passing. Another “No 
Zone” is just in front of trucks and 
buses. When passing a bus or truck, 
be sure you can see the cab in your 
rearview mirror before pulling in 
front. 

• Wide Right Turns. Truck and bus 
drivers sometimes need to swing 
wide to the left in order to safely ne-
gotiate a right turn. They cannot see 
cars, motorcycles or bicycles directly 
behind or beside them. Cutting in 
between the commercial vehicle and 
the curb or shoulder to the right 
increases the possibility of a crash.

• Backing Up. When a truck is 
backing up, it sometimes must block 
the street to maneuver its trailer ac-
curately. Never cross behind a truck 
that is preparing to back up or is in 
the process of doing so. Remember, 
most trailers are eight and a half feet 
wide and can completely hide objects 
that suddenly come between them 
and loading areas. Automobile driv-
ers attempting to pass behind a truck 
enter a blind spot for both drivers.

6.8.2 - Passing 
• When passing a truck, first check 

to your front and rear, and move 

into the passing lane only if it is clear 
and you are in a legal passing zone. 
Let the truck driver know you are 
passing by blinking your headlights, 
especially at night. The driver will 
make it easier for you by staying to 
the far side of the lane.

• On a level highway, it takes only 
three to five seconds longer to pass 
a truck than a car. On an upgrade, a 
truck often loses speed, so it is easier 
to pass than a car. On a downgrade, 
the truck’s momentum will cause it to 
go faster, so you may need to increase 
your speed. 

• Complete your pass as quickly as 
possible, and don’t stay alongside the 
other vehicle. 

• When a truck passes you, you can 
help the truck driver by keeping to 
the far side of your lane. You’ll make 
it easier for the truck driver if you 
reduce your speed slightly. In any 
event, do not speed up while the 
truck is passing. After passing, the 
truck driver will signal to let you 
know that the truck will be returning 
to your lane. 

• When you meet a truck coming 
from the opposite direction, keep as 
far as possible to the side to avoid a 
sideswipe crash and to reduce the 
wind turbulence between the two 
vehicles. Remember that turbulence 
pushes the vehicles apart; it does not 
draw them together.

6.8.3 - Following a Truck 
• In general, trucks take slightly 

longer than cars to stop because 
of their size. However, at highway 
speeds or on wet roads, trucks may 
have better traction and stability al-
lowing them to stop more quickly. A 
car following too closely may not be 
able to stop quickly enough to avoid 
rear-ending the truck.

• If you are following a truck, stay out 
of its “blind spot” to the rear. Avoid 
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following too closely and position 
your vehicle so the truck driver can 
see you in his side mirrors. Then 
you will have a good view of the 
road ahead, and the truck driver can 
give  you plenty of warning for a 
stop or a turn. You will have more 
time to react and make a safe stop.

• When you follow a truck at night, 
always dim your headlights. Bright 
lights from a vehicle behind will 
blind the truck driver when they 
reflect off the truck’s large side 
mirrors.

• If you are stopped behind a truck 
on an upgrade, leave space in case 
the truck drifts back slightly when 
it starts to move. Also, keep to the 
left in your lane so the driver can 
see that you’re stopped behind the 
truck. 

6.9 - Golf Carts

A golf cart may be operated only upon a 
county road that has been designated by 
a county, or a municipal street that has 
been designated by a municipality, for 
use by golf carts. Upon a determination 
that golf carts may be safely operated on 
a designated road or street, the respon-
sible governmental entity shall post ap-
propriate signs to indicate that such op-
eration is allowed.

Operation of golf carts on public roads 
or streets of this state is granted by F.S. 
316.212, however subjected to the fol-
lowing conditions:

• A Golf cart may not be operated by 
anyone under the age of 14.

• A Golf cart may be operated during 
the hours between sunrise and 
sunset.

• Golf Carts Operators may cross state 
roads if the posted speed limit is 45 
mph or less only at an intersection 
with an official traffic control device.

• Golf carts may be operated only on 
state roads that have a posted speed 

limit of 30 miles per hour or less.
• All local and state traffic laws must 

be obeyed. When in a crosswalk, 
pedestrians and any individual using 
an adaptive device will always have 
the right of way.

• Golf Carts can be driven on the 
sidewalks adjacent to the state or 
county road only if the person driving 
the cart yield to pedestrians and the 
sidewalk is at least 5 feet wide.

To safely operate on designated roads, the 
golf cart must be equipped with:

• Efficient Brakes
• Rearview Mirror
• Reliable steering apparatus
• Red reflectorized warning devices 

on both the front and rear of cart.
• Safe tires

A golf cart may only be operated during 
the hours between sunrise and sunset. If 
local government determines that a golf 
cart may be operated outside those hours, 
it must also be equipped with:

• Headlights
• Turn signals
• Brakes lights
• Windshield

*While golf carts cannot travel at high speeds, 
they can pose risks as there is potential for 
serious injuries when they come in contact 
with other motor vehicles that are sharing the 
road. To ensure your safety as well as others, 
you should always exercise care and courtesy 
while sharing the roadway. 
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Test Your Knowledge
1. Are motorists required to stop or 
yield for pedestrians crossing the 
street or driveway? (See section 6.1.1)

2. What must you do when you see 
a pedestrian with a white cane in 
the street ahead of you? (See section 
6.1.3)

3. What is the minimum required 
clearance a motorist must maintain 
from a cyclist? (See section 6.2.1)

4. When can a motorist preparing to 
make a right hand turn, move into a 
bike lane? (See section 6.2.2)

5. What should you do when prepar-
ing to turn right on a roadway with a 
bike lane? (See section 6.2.2)  

6. As you prepare to turn right at an 
intersection, what should you do? 
(See section 6.2.2)

7. Do riders of bicycles and mopeds 
on a roadway have the same rights 
and responsibilities as motor vehicle 
drivers? (See section 6.2.3)

8. Who is required to wear a bicycle 
helmet? (See section 6.2.4)

9. Are vehicles traveling in the op-
posite direction of school buses that 
have stopped to unload children on 
a divided highway with a raised bar-
rier required to stop? (See section 6.5)

10. When a school bus stops to un-
load children on a divided highway, 
should the vehicles traveling in the 
same direction as the bus stop? (See 
section 6.5)

11. If a school bus stops to unload 
children on a four-lane highway 
divided only by a four-foot paved 
strip, must vehicles traveling in the 
opposite direction stop? (See section 
6.5)

12. When children or school cross-
ing guards are present in a cross-
walk, what should a driver do? (See 
section 6.5.1)
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Section 7
Signs and Pavement 
Markings

This Section Covers:
• 7.1: Traffic Control Signs
• 7.2: Pedestrian Signals
• 7.3: Lane Signals
• 7.4: Ramp Signals
• 7.5: Traffic Signs
• 7.6: Pavement Markings

7.1 - Traffic Control Signals 

Traffic signals are 
placed at intersec-
tions to keep traf-
fic moving and 
to avoid a crash. 
Drivers, pedestri-
ans, and bicycle 
riders must obey 
these signals, ex-
cept when an officer is directing traffic. 
Stop on the stop line if your car is nearest 
the signal. Some signals change only when 
a car is at the stop line. Occasionally, even 
when properly positioned near the stop 
line, motorcyclists and bicyclists may not 
be detected. If traffic signals are out of or-
der, treat the light as if it is a four-way stop 
sign. 

Red 
Come to a complete stop at the marked 
stop line or before moving into the cross-
walk or intersection.  At most intersec-
tions, after stopping, you may turn right 
on red if the way is clear. Some intersec-
tions display a “NO TURN ON RED” 
sign, which you must obey. Left turns on 
a red light from a one-way street into a 
one-way street are also allowed. Any-
one convicted of running a red light is 
required to complete a basic driver im-
provement course.

Yellow 
Stop if you can safely do so. The light will 
soon be red. 

Green 
Go - but only if the intersection is clear. 
Yield to pedestrians and vehicles still in 
the intersection. If turning left, wait for a 
gap in oncoming traffic to complete the 
turn. If you turn left or right, yield to pe-
destrians crossing in the crosswalk that 
you turn into.

Red Arrow 
Just like a red light, come to a 
complete stop at the marked 
stop line or before moving 
into the crosswalk or intersec-
tion. After stopping, you may 
turn right on a red arrow at most inter-
sections if the way is clear. Some inter-
sections display a “NO TURN ON RED” 
sign, which you must obey. Left turns on 
a red arrow from a one-way street into a 
one-way street are also allowed. 

Yellow Arrow 
Stop if you can. The light will 
soon be red. The yellow arrow 
means the same as the yel-
low light, but applies only to 
movement in the direction of 
the arrow. 

Flashing Left Yellow Arrow
A flashing left yellow arrow 
means left turns are allowed. 
Yield to oncoming traffic and 
pedestrians. The oncoming 
traffic has a green light. 

Flashing Right Yellow Arrow
A flashing right yellow arrow 
means right turns are allowed. 
Yield to oncoming traffic and 
pedestrians. 

Green Arrow 
A green arrow, pointing right 
or left, means you may make 
a turn in the direction of the 
arrow. If the red light is illu-
minated at the same time, you 
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must be in the proper lane for such a turn 
and you must yield the right-of-way to 
vehicles and pedestrians clearing the in-
tersection. 

Flashing Signals 
A flashing red light means the 
same thing as a stop sign. It is 
used at dangerous intersec-
tions. 

A flashing yellow light means 
you may move forward with 
caution. It is used at, or just 
before, dangerous intersec-
tions, or to alert you to a 
warning sign such as a school crossing or 
sharp curve. 

7.2 - Pedestrian Signals

Pedestrian signals show words or pic-
tures similar to the following examples:

“WALK” or “Walking Per-
son” lights mean a pedes-
trian may begin crossing 
the street. 

“DON’T WALK” or 
“Raised Hand” lights 
mean a pedestrian may 
not begin crossing. A 
pedestrian in the cross-
walk when the “DON’T 
WALK” or “Raised Hand” signal begins 
flashing should finish crossing the street. 

7.2.1 - Pedestrian Countdown 
Signal

How do they work?
The countdown time period is based on 
walking speed and crossing distance. For 
instance, an eight-lane highway would 
have a longer countdown period than a 
four-lane road. The countdown period 
starts at the beginning of the DON’T 
START or flashing hand phase and ends 
with a zero and a DON’T WALK or solid 
red hand.

What are the benefits?
Countdown pedestrian signals are eas-
ily understood by all age groups; they 
increase the feeling of safety; reduce the 
number of pedestrians stranded in the 
crosswalk when the light changes; are 
well suited for wide crossings and areas 
with large numbers of senior citizens; 
and are simple to install.

7.3 - Lane Signals 

Lane signals are used:
• When the direction of

the flow of traffic changes 
during the day. 

• To show that a toll booth 
is open or closed. 

• To show which lanes are 
opened or closed. 

You must never drive in a lane 
under a red X.  A yellow X 
means that your lane signal is 
going to change to red. Prepare 
to leave the lane safely. You may drive in 
lanes beneath the green arrow, but you 
must also obey all other signs and signals. 

START CROSSING

DON’T START

TIME REMAINING

DON’T CROSS

Watch For
Vehicles

Finish Crossing
If Started

To Finish Crossing

STOP!
TIMER

FLASHING
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7.4 - Ramp Signals

Ramp Signals are signals that control the 
rate of vehicles entering a freeway.  The 
signals alternate between red and green 
indications and the driver must wait for 
the green signal before he/she may enter 
the freeway.  Ramp signals are consid-
ered traffic control devices and failure to 
obey ramp signals are subject to the rules 
of enforcement and fines per Section 
316.074, F.S.

7.5 - Traffic Signs

Shapes and Colors 
There are ten colors and nine shapes of 
traffic signs. Each shape and each color 
has an exact meaning, so you must ac-
quaint yourself with all of them. 

Green: Guide, directional information.
Red: Stop, do not enter or wrong way.
Blue: Motorist services guidance. It is 
also used to identify parking spaces for 
disabled drivers.
Orange: Construction and maintenance 
warning.
Brown: Public recreation areas and 
guidance toareas of cultural and histori-
cal significance.
Yellow: General warning and advisory 
of unexpectedroadway conditions.
White: Regulatory.
Black: Regulatory.
Fluorescent Yellow Green: High em-
phasis warning of school, pedestrian, 
and bicycling activity.

The shape of a road sign can tell you as 
much about the sign’s message as its col-
or. 
Octagon
Exclusively for stop signs. 

Horizontal Rectangle 
Generally for guide signs.

Triangle 
Exclusively for yield signs. 

Pennant 
Advance warning of no pass-
ing zones. 

Diamond 
Exclusively to warn of exist-
ing or possible hazards on 
roadways or adjacent areas. 

Vertical Rectangle 
Generally for regulatory signs. 

Pentagon 
School advance and school 
crossing signs. 

Round 
Railroad advance warning 
signs. 

Crossbuck 
Railroad crossing.

Octagon: 
Stop Signs are always octag-
onal (8 sided). A stop sign 
means that you must bring 
your vehicle to a complete halt at the 
marked stop line. If there is no marked 
stop line, stop before entering the cross-
walk on the near side of the intersection. 
If there is no crosswalk, stop at a point 
nearest the intersecting roadway where 
you have a clear view of approaching 
traffic on the intersecting roadway be-
fore entering the intersection. 
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A 4-Way Stop sign means 
that there are four stop signs 
at this intersection. Traffic 
from all four directions must 
stop. The first vehicle to 
reach the intersection should 
move forward first. If two vehicles reach 
the intersection at the same time, the 
driver on the left yields to the driver on 
the right. 

Triangle: Yield 
Slow down and give vehicles 
crossing your path the right-
of-way. If the way is clear, you 
may move forward slowly 
without stopping. Yield signs are usually 
placed where auxiliary roads lead into 
major roads. 
    
Pennant: No Passing 
You are entering a no passing 
zone. This sign is placed 
on the left side of the road, 
facing the driver. 
    
Diamond: Warning 
Narrow bridge. These signs 
warn you of special con-
ditions or dangers ahead. 
Words or symbols on the 
sign will show why you need to use 
caution. 
    
Pentagon: School Sign
This five-sided sign means 
you are near a school. Watch 
for children. 

School Crossing 
As you approach this sign, 
slow down and watch for chil-
dren crossing the road. Stop if 
necessary. Obey signals from 
any crossing guards. 

Begin School Zone 
Do not exceed the school zone 
speed limit during indicated 
times. Watch for children! 
 
Begin School Zone 
Do not exceed the school zone 
speed limit when flashing. 
Watch for children!

End School Zone
This sign marks the end of a 
reduced school speed zone.
  
7.5.1  Warning Signs 

Here are some common warning signs. 
These signs give you advance notice of 
possible hazards ahead. Drive with cau-
tion.

Slippery When Wet 
In wet weather, drive slowly. 
Do not speed up or brake 
quickly. Make sharp turns at 
a very slow speed. 

Divided Highway Ahead 
The highway ahead is divided 
into two one-way roadways. 
Keep to the right. 

Divided Highway Ends 
The divided highway on 
which you are traveling ends 
350 to 500 feet ahead. You will 
then be on a roadway with 
two-way traffic. Keep to the right.

Low Clearance 
Do not enter if your vehicle 
is taller than the height listed 
on the sign. 

Bicycle Crossing 
This sign warns you in ad-
vance that a bikeway crosses 
the roadway ahead. 
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Merging Traffic 
You are coming to a point 
where another traffic lane 
joins the one you are on. 
Watch for other traffic and 
be ready to yield the right-of-way when 
necessary. 

Pedestrian Crossing 
Watch for people crossing the street. 
Slow down or stop if necessary. 

Narrow Bridge 
The bridge is wide enough 
to accommodate two lanes 
of traffic, but with very little 
clearance. 

Dip
There is a low place in the 
road. Go slowly and be 
ready to stop if the dip is 
filled with water. 

Soft Shoulder 
The dirt on the side of the 
road is soft. Don’t  leave 
the pavement except in an 
emergency. 

One Lane Bridge
The bridge is wide enough 
for only one vehicle at a 
time. Make sure the bridge 
is clear of oncoming traffic 
before you cross. 

Pavement Ends 
The road surface ahead 
changes from a hard-sur-
faced pavement to a low-
type surface or earth road. 

Right Curve
Slow your speed and keep 
well to the left. The road will 
curve to the right. 

Double Curve
The road will curve to the 
right, then to the left. Slow 
your speed, keep to the right, 
and do not pass. 

Winding Road
There are several curves 
ahead. Drive slowly and 
carefully. 
 
Truck Crossing
Watch for trucks entering or 
crossing the highway. 

Cross Road
A road crosses the main 
highway ahead. Look to the 
left and right for other traffic. 

Side Road
Another road enters the 
highway from the direction 
shown. Watch for traffic 
from that direction. 

Sharp Right Turn
The road will make a sharp 
turn to the right. Slow your 
speed, keep to the right, and 
do not pass other vehicles. 

Reduction of Lanes
There will be fewer lanes 
ahead. Traffic must merge 
left. Drivers in the left lane 
should allow others to merge 
smoothly. Right lane ends. 

Advisory Speed Sign
The highest safe speed you 
should travel around the 
curve ahead is 25 miles per 
hour. Advisory speed signs 
may be used with any dia-
mond-shaped warning sign. 

TRUCK
CROSSING
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Hill/Downgrade
Slow down and be ready to 
shift to lower gear to control 
speed and save brakes.

Yield Ahead
This sign warns of a yield 
sign ahead. Slow down and 
be prepared to stop at yield 
sign or adjust speed to traffic. 

Traffic Signal Ahead
This sign warns of traffic sig-
nals at the intersection ahead. 
Slow down; poor visibility is 
likely. 

Stop Sign Ahead
When you come to this sign, 
slow down to be ready to stop 
at the stop sign. 

Two-Way Traffic Ahead
The one-way street or road-
way ahead ends. You will then 
be facing oncoming traffic. 

Animal Crossing
The animal pictured on the 
sign is common in this area: 
watch for this species crossing 
the road particularly during 
twilight and night-time hours. 

Roundabout Circle
Warning sign that provides an 
advance notice of a round-
about.

Speed Reduction Sign
Warning sign that provides 
advance notice to upcoming 
speed limit change.

7.5.2 - Rectangle: Regulatory 
Information 
These signs tell you the law, so you must 
follow their instructions.

Remember that a red circle 
with a slash means NO. The 
sign shows you what is not 
allowed. 

NO U-TURN - You cannot 
make a complete turn to go in 
the opposite direction where 
this sign is displayed. No 
U-turn. 

You must not make a right 
turn at this intersection. 

50 miles per hour is the highest 
speed you can safely travel in 
this area. 

Speeding Fines Doubled.  
This is a Florida Standard sign 
that applies to both active 
school and work zones.

You cannot go straight 
ahead. You must turn either 
to the right or left. 

You are going the wrong way 
on an expressway exit ramp. 
Do not drive past this sign. 
Turn around immediately. 

A divided highway is ahead. 
Stay on the right side of the 
divider. 

Parking in this space is only 
for vehicles displaying an offi-
cial permit and transporting a 
disabled person. 

You may travel only in the 
direction of the arrow.    
  

SPEEDING
FINES

DOUBLED

Parking By
Disabled

Permit Only
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EMERGENCY
STOPPING

ONLY

This sign lists the maximum 
recommended safe speed 
for an entrance or exit on an 
expressway. Slow down to 
whatever speed is shown. 

You may not turn right or left 
during the red light. You must 
wait for the signal to turn 
green. 

A diamond-shaped marking 
shows that a lane is reserved 
for certain purposes or certain 
vehicles. The lanes are usually 
reserved for buses or car-pool 
vehicles during rush hour traffic. 
   
The center lane is shared for 
left turns in both directions of 
travel. 

When you have passed this 
sign, you are again permitted 
to pass other vehicles with 
care. 

Traffic in left lane must turn 
left at the intersection ahead. 

Stopping permitted only for 
emergencies.

At the intersection ahead 
traffic in left lane must turn 
left and traffic in adjoining 
lane may turn left or contin-
ue straight ahead. 

This sign is used on multiple 
lane highways to advise slow-
er driving traffic to stay in the 
right hand lane and also to 
do so when approached from 
behind by other traffic even if you are 
doing the speed limit. 

You must not turn either to 
the right or to the left at this 
intersection. 

If you park, you must always 
park off the pavement of the 
highway.

When entering a right turn lane 
motorists may conflict with 
bicyclists traveling straight. 
Always yield.

The Florida Department of 
Transportation’s 511 Traffic 
Information Service provides 
bilingual (English and Spanish) 
real-time traffic information, 
including travel times, crashes, lane 
closures, severe weather, construction 
and emergency evacuation information 
on all Florida interstate highways, many 
metropolitan roadways and Florida’s 
Turnpike.  The service operates 24 hours 
a day on the phone by dialing 511, or on 
the Web at www.FL511.com.  The 511 
service is available from cell phones and 
landlines; however, standard cell phone 
minutes may apply.

7.5.3 - Railroad Crossing Signs and 
Signals 
There are several signs, signals and 
pavement markings that indicate high-
way-railroad crossings. When you see 
one of them, slow down and be ready to 
stop. 

Remember: 
Trains cannot stop quickly. An average 
freight train traveling at 30 MPH needs 
a stopping distance of more than half 
a mile. Longer trains moving at faster 
speeds can take one and a half miles or 
more to stop. Any pedestrian or person 
driving a vehicle and approaching a rail-
road-highway grade crossing must stop 
50 feet, but not less than 15 feet from 
the nearest rail of the railroad when the 

BEGIN
RIGHT TURN LANE

YIELD TO BIKES

TRAVEL
INFO

CALL 511
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electrical or mechanical warning devices 
are flashing, the crossing gate is lowered, 
a human flagger is warning of an ap-
proaching train, or an approaching train 
is clearly visible and is in close proximity 
to the railroad-highway grade crossing. 
Do not proceed until you can do so 
safely. 

Pavement Marking 
Pavement markings, consist-
ing of an RXR followed by a 
stop line closer to the tracks, 
may be painted on the paved 
approach to a crossing. 
    
Advance Warning Sign 
The advance warning sign is 
usually the first sign you see 
when approaching a high-
way-rail intersection. The 
advance warning sign advises you to 
slow down, look and listen for a train, 
and be prepared to stop if a train is 
approaching.

Crossbuck Sign 
Crossbuck signs are found at 
highway-rail intersections. 
They are yield signs. You are 
legally required to yield the 
right of way to trains. Slow 
down, look and listen for a train, and 
stop if a train approaches. Railroad 
crossbuck signs are found at most cross-
ings. If there is more than one track, the 
sign below the crossbuck will show the 
number of tracks at the crossing.

Flashing Red Light Signals 
At many highway-rail 
crossings, the crossbuck 
sign has flashing red lights 
and bells.  When the lights 
begin to flash,stop! A train is 
approaching.
DO NOT STOP ON THE  TRACKS 

OR WITHIN 15 FEET OF THE 
CROSSING. 

If there is more than one track, make 
sure all tracks are clear before crossing. 
Do not move forward until you can do 
so safely. In heavy traffic make sure there 
is room for your vehicle on the other 
side before starting to cross. 

Gates 
Many crossings have gates with 
flashing red lights and bells.  
Stop when the lights begin to 
flash and before the gate lowers 
across your road lane. If the gates 
are down, the road is closed. It is 
against the law to drive around 
or under a crossing gate, either 
down or being opened or closed. 
Do not move forward until the gates 
are raised and the lights stop flashing as 
there may be a train approaching on an 
adjacent track. 

Always approach highway-railroad 
crossings at a reasonable speed and 
be prepared to stop if you have to. Be 
especially alert when you are following 
buses or trucks, which may have to stop 
at highway-railroad crossings even when 
gates are up and the warning lights are 
not flashing.  If your car stalls on the 
tracks don’t hesitate. Get yourself and 
your passengers out and away from the 
car immediately. If a collision is immi-
nent, the safest direction is toward the 
train but stay off the tracks. That way 
you will be least likely to be hit by your 
vehicle or any debris from the collision. 

7.5.4 - Drawbridge Signs and Signals 
Drawbridges are mechanical 
bridges over navigable wa-
ters that raise or turn to allow 
marine traffic to go under 
them. When they begin to 
move the roadway is closed 
to all traffic. Always use 
caution when driving or walking over a 
drawbridge. 

DRAW
BRIDGE
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DRAWBRIDGE
SIGNAL

Drawbridge Signal 
These should be treated just like a regular 
traffic control signal. 

Red 
Come to a complete stop at the marked 
stop line. The bridge is in operation and 
the roadway is closed to all pedestrian 
and motor vehicle traffic. 

Yellow 
Stop if you can safely do so. The bridge 
is just about to start operation. If you are 
not able to stop, continue with caution 
and watch for the traffic gates. 

Green 
Go - watch out for pedestrians and other 
vehicles on the bridge. 

Flashing Yellow Light Signal 
This is the first sign you see when ap-
proaching a drawbridge. This sign ad-
vises you to slow down and look for the 
DRAWBRIDGE SIGNAL. If the yellow 
light is flashing to indicate the draw-
bridge is in operation and the DRAW-
BRIDGE SIGNAL is red, prepare to stop. 

Many drawbridges have gates with flash-
ing red lights and bells.  Stop when the 
lights begin to flash and before the gate 
lowers across your road lane. If the gates 
are down, the road is closed. It is against 
the law to drive around or under a cross-
ing gate, either down or being opened or 
closed. Do not move forward until the 
gates are raised and the lights stop flash-
ing. 

7.5.5 - Construction and Maintenance 
Traffic Control Signs 
Various traffic control devices are used 
in road construction and maintenance 
work areas to direct drivers and pedes-

trians safely through the work site and to  
provide for the safety of highway work-
ers. 

Be prepared to reduce your speed and use 
caution when directed to do so by a sign, 
flagger and/or police officer. 

Construction and maintenance signs are 
used to notify drivers of unusual or po-
tentially dangerous conditions in or near 
work areas. Most signs used in highway 
and street work areas are diamond shaped.

Channeling Devices 
Barricades, vertical panels, drums, and 
cones are the most commonly used de-
vices to alert drivers of unusual or poten-
tially dangerous conditions in highway 
and street work zones. These devices are 
used to guide the drivers safely through 
the work area, and at night, they may 
be equipped with warning lights. When 
a Road Closed sign is displayed, do not 
drive on this road. Look for a detour or 
another route. Stripes on barricades and 
panel devices slope downward in the di-
rection traffic must travel.

Flashing Arrow Panels 
Flashing arrow panels are 
used both during the day and 
at night to give advance warn-
ing and directional informa-
tion to drivers, where it is 
necessary to move to the right 
or to the left into another lane. 

A horizontal flashing bar indicates a 
warning - use caution approaching the 
work area. 
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Flaggers 
Flaggers are often provided 
in highway and street work 
zones to stop slow, or guide 
traffic safely through the area. 

Flaggers wear orange vests 
or jackets and use red flags 
or stop/slow panels to direct 
traffic through work zones. 

7.5.6 - Special Signs 
Slow Moving Vehicle 
Vehicles going less than 25 miles per 
hour (such as farm equipment) must 
display this sign on the rear when using 
public highways. 

Green Guide Signs 
Green and white signs 
give information about 
directions and distanc-
es. Guide signs on ex-
pressways show you 
which lanes to use to get where you want 
to go. Routes that run generally East-West 
have even numbers and those running 
North-South have odd numbers. 

Blue and White Service Signs 
Blue and white signs direct you to services, 
such as gas, food, motels and hospitals. 
Brown and White Signs

Brown and white signs point out scenic 
areas and parks.

7.6 - Pavement Markings 

Lines, symbols and words are often 
painted on a roadway to help direct driv-
ers and control traffic flow.  You must 
know what the different lines and colors 
mean and obey them as you would traffic 
signs or signals. 

White and yellow lines are used along 
pavement edges and between lanes to 
keep vehicles in line. These lines may be 
solid or broken (long dashes), single or 
double. 

Unless you are turning, exiting a high-
way, or changing lanes, always stay be-
tween the lines marking your lane. 

Yellow Lane Lines 
Yellow lane lines separate lanes of traffic 
moving in opposite directions. Single 
yellow lines may also mark the left edge 
of the pavement on divided highways 
and one-way streets. 

Broken Yellow Line 
A broken yellow line separates lanes of 
traffic moving in opposite directions. 
Stay to the right of the line, unless you are 
passing a vehicle in front of you. When 
passing, you may cross this line tempo-
rarily when it is safe to do so.

Double Yellow Lines:  One Solid, 
One Broken 
A solid yellow line to the right of a bro-
ken yellow center line means passing or 
crossing is prohibited in that lane, except 
when turning left. If the broken line is 
closer to you, you can cross the broken 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
NAT’L PARK

6 MILES

13
National
Forest

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
NAT’L PARK

6 MILES

13
National
Forest

RIGHT LANE
CLOSED
AHEAD

ONE LANE
ROAD

1000 FT
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line only to pass another vehicle and 
only when it is safe to do so. 

Double Yellow Lines 
Double solid yellow lines prohibit ve-
hicles moving in either direction from 
crossing the lines. You may not cross 
these lines unless turning left when it is 
safe to do so. 

White Lane Lines
White lane lines separate lanes of traf-
fic moving in the same direction. Single 
white lines may also mark the right edge 
of the pavement.

Broken White Line 
A broken white line separates two lanes 
traveling in the same direction. Once 
you have signaled and if it is safe to do 
so, you may cross this line when chang-
ing lanes. 

Solid White Line 
A solid white line marks the right edge 
of the roadway or separates lanes of traf-
fic moving in the same direction. You 
may travel in the same direction on both 
sides of this line, but you should not 
cross the line unless you must do so to 
avoid a hazard. 

Double Solid White Line 
A double solid white line separates two 
lanes of traffic going in the same direc-
tion. Crossing a double solid line is pro-
hibited. 

Solid with Turn Lane Arrow 
Solid white lines are used for turn lanes 

and to discourage lane changes near in-
tersections. 

Arrows are often used with the white 
lines to show which turn may be made 
from the lane. 

If you are in a lane marked with a curved 
arrow and the word ONLY, you must turn 
in the direction of the arrow. If your lane 
is marked with both a curved and straight 
arrow, you may either turn or go straight. 

Reversible Lanes 
Some highways have reversible traffic 
lanes to help handle rush-hour traf-
fic. The direction of traffic is normally 
reversed at set times each day. These 
pavement markings are used along with 
special lane signals and other signs and 
symbols. A solid white line marks the 
edge of the pavement on most roads. 
Stop lines, crosswalks and parking spaces 
are also marked by white lines. Symbols 
such as arrows are in white also. A sin-
gle yellow line marks the left edge of all 
divided or one-way roadways. Curbs are 
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often marked yellow in no parking zones 
near fire hydrants or intersections.  It is 
unlawful to park in or drive through ar-
eas that have pavement markings indicat-
ing fire lanes or safety zones. 

The lane marking arrow, in the center 
lane in the diagram, indicates that traffic 
in this lane can be reversed in accordance 
with local traffic controls due to “rush 
hour” traffic or other special traffic con-
ditions. 

Drivers from either direction may use 
the center lane for left turns. 

Two-Way Roadway with Center Lane 
Two-way roadway with a center lane for 
left turns in either direction of travel. The 
specially marked center turn lane is in-
tended for slowing down and for shelter-
ing turning vehicles and may not be used 
for passing.

Drivers from either direction may use the 
center lane for left turns.

Bicycle Lanes
Some roads have pave-
ment markings that show 
lanes specifically desig-
nated for the exclusive 
use of bicycles.  Solid or 
broken white lines separate these bike 
lanes from motor vehicle travel lanes.  
You may see bike lanes marked with bike 
lane signs or by a combination of bicy-
cle symbols and arrows.  Where parallel 
parking is allowed, similar lines may sep-
arate the bicycle lanes from the parking 
lanes.    

Sharrows
Some roads, mostly in 
urban areas, do have 
shared-use lane markings 
(sharrows). 

These markings alert mo-
torists that bicyclists may be on the road; 
indicate to bicyclists where to ride, and 
discourage bicycling in the wrong direc-
tion.

LANE

BIKE



92

Official Florida Driver’s Handbook • 2014

Test Your Knowledge
1. What does a red traffic light mean?  
What does a flashing red traffic light 
mean? (See section 7.1)

2. After a full stop at a red traffic 
light may a driver turn right if the 
way is clear? (See section 7.1)

3. What does a green arrow showing 
at the same time as a red traffic light 
mean you can do? (See section 7.1)

4. Can you proceed with caution 
when you approach a flashing yellow 
light? (See section 7.1)

5. If more than one vehicle is ap-
proaching a four-way stop sign and 
you are the first one to get there and 

stop, do you have the right to move 
forward first? (See section 7.4)

6. Where do you usually find 
“YIELD RIGHT-OF-WAY” signs 
posted? (See section 7.4)

7. What does a solid yellow line to 
the right of the center line of the 
highway mean? (See section 7.6)

8. What does a double solid yellow 
line in the center of the highway 
mean? What does a double solid 
white line in the center of the high-
way mean? (See section 7.6)

9. What does a broken white line on 
the highway mean? (See section 7.6)
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Section 8
Vehicle Equipment

This Section Covers:
• 8.1: Equipment Standards
• 8.2: Other Equipment Standards
• 8.3: Equipment Not Permitted
• 8.4: Additional Equipment 

Required on Certain Vehicles
• 8.5: Limitations on Towing
• 8.6: Limitations on Load
• 8.7: Projecting Load
• 8.8: Nighttime
• 8.9: Daytime
• 8.10: Anti-Locking Brake 

Systems
• 8.11: Emmissions
• 8.12: Vehicle Licensing
• 8.13: Providing Ownership and 

Insurance coverage
• 8.14: Applying for Title, License 

Plates and Registration

These items will be checked before you 
take the driving test for your license. If 
your tires, brake light, directional signals, 
brakes, steering, horn or mirror are not 
in good condition, you will not be al-
lowed to take the driving test. You may be 
stopped at any time by a law enforcement 
officer for a vehicle inspection.

8.1 - Equipment Standards 

The equipment on your car must meet 

certain standards. These are listed below.  
8.1.1 - Brakes 
Your car must have two braking systems. 
Each must be able to stop the car alone. 
The parking or emergency brake should 
be strong enough to hold the car on any 
hill. Your brakes must be able to stop 
your car within the distance shown on 
the chart.  
8.1.2 - Braking Distance 
Perception distance is how far your vehi-
cle travels, in ideal conditions; from the 
time your eyes see a hazard until your 
brain recognizes it.  Keep in mind certain 
mental and physical conditions can affect 
your perception distance.  It can be af-
fected greatly depending on visibility and 
the hazard itself.  The average perception 
time for an alert driver is ¾ second to 1 
second.  

Reaction distance is how far you will con-
tinue to travel, in ideal conditions; before 
you physically hit the brakes, in response 
to a hazard seen ahead.  The average driv-
er has a reaction time of ¾ second to 1 
second.  At 50 mph this accounts for 55 
feet traveled. 
  
Braking distance is how far your vehicle 
will travel, in ideal conditions; while you 
are braking.  At 50 mph on dry pavement 
with good brakes, it can take about 158 feet.  

20 22 ft

33 ft

44 ft

55 ft

66 ft 66 ft 227 ft 359 ft total
Braking DistanceReaction

Distance
Perception

Distance

55 ft 158 ft 268 ft total

44 ft 101 ft 189 ft total

33 ft 57 ft 123 ft total

22 ft 25 ft 69 ft total

30
40
50
60

MPH

1 0 2 0 3 0 4 0 5 0 4 0 3 0 2 0 1 0

1 02 03 04 05 04 03 02 01 0
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Total stopping distance is the total mini-
mum distance your vehicle has traveled, 
in ideal conditions; with everything con-
sidered, including perception distance, 
reaction distance and braking distance, 
until you can bring your vehicle to a 
complete stop.  At 50 mph, your vehicle 
will travel a minimum of 268 feet.
  
The faster you drive the greater the im-
pact or striking power of your vehicle.  
When you double your speed from 20 
to 40 mph the impact is 4 times greater.  
The braking distance is also 4 times lon-
ger.  Triple the speed from 20 to 60 mph 
and the impact and braking distance is 9 
times greater.  At 60 mph, your stopping 
distance is greater than that of a foot-
ball field.  Increase the speed to 80 mph 
and the impact and braking distance are 
16 times greater than at 20 mph.  High 
speeds greatly increase the severity of 
crashes and stopping distances.  By slow-
ing down, you can reduce braking dis-
tance.

You need to stay alert while driving to 
be able to stop while giving other drivers 
time to slow down.  Stopping suddenly 
is dangerous and usually means you are 
not paying attention to the traffic flow 
or following others too closely.  Sudden 
slow downs make it harder for driv-
ers behind your vehicle to stop without 
causing a collision.

If moving to the curb to stop your vehi-
cle, check mirrors for traffic to the rear, 
check over your shoulder and signal 
intention.  Release accelerator to allow 
vehicle to slow, pivot your foot to the 
brake pedal and press brake pedal with 
steady pressure for a smooth stop, move 
to within 12 inches of the curb.   If stop-
ping at a stop sign or traffic signal light, 
stop behind the stop line or crosswalk as 
appropriate.  

If you have a vehicle with manual trans-
mission, always slow down using the 
brake pedal first before pressing down 
the clutch.  Brake to a smooth stop then 
shift into first or the proper gear when 
stopped.

8.1.3 - Steering lock Operation
Vehicles have various systems used to re-
move the keys from the ignition. Here are 
some common steering wheel lock sys-
tems and a description of how to remove 
the key:

The “Transmission Park” System
Shift the transmission into the “park” 
position.  Turn the key to LOCK and re-
move.
The “Two Hand Button” System
This system requires two hands.  Depress 
button below the steering column.  Turn 
key to the LOCK and remove.
The “Lever” System
Depress lever located near the ignition.  
Turn key to LOCK and remove.
The “One Hand Button” System
Depress button located near the ignition.  
Turn key to LOCK and remove.
The “Push In” System
Turn key OFF, push in.  Turn key to 
LOCK and remove.
The “Turn and Remove” System
Turn key to LOCK and remove.

8.1.4 Lights 
Your car must have the following lights: 

• Bright (high-beam) headlights 
which show objects 450 feet ahead. 

• Dimmed (low-beam) headlights 
which show objects 150 feet ahead. 

• Two red taillights mounted on the 
rear, visible from 1,000 feet. 

• A white light that makes the license 
plate visible from 50 feet (The plate 
must be kept clean). 

• Two red stoplights. They must be 
seen from 300 feet in the daytime, 
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and must come on when the foot 
brake is pressed. 

All vehicles, including animal-drawn ve-
hicles, must have at least one white light 
visible from a distance of not less than 
1,000 feet to the front. They must also 
have two red lights visible from a distance 
of not less than 1,000 feet to the rear, or 
one red light visible to the rear for a dis-
tance of 1,000 feet and two red reflectors 
visible from all distances from 600 feet to 
1,000 feet. 

8.2 - Other Equipment Standards 

Horn: Your vehicle must have a horn 
which can be heard from a distance of 
200 feet. 

Windshield Wiper: Your vehicle must 
have a windshield wiper in good work-
ing order for cleaning rain, snow or other 
moisture from the windshield. 

Windshields: Must be safety glass and 
may not be covered or treated with any 
material which has the effect of making 
the windshield reflective or in any way 
non-transparent. It must be free of any 
stickers not required by law. 

Side windows: May not be composed of, 
covered by, or treated with any material 
which has a highly reflective or mirrored 
appearance and reflects more than 35% 
of the light. 

Directional signals: You must have elec-
trical turn signals if your vehicle mea-
sures more than 24 inches from the cen-
ter of the top of the steering post to the 
left outside limit of the body, or when the 
distance from the steering post to the rear 
of the body or load is greater than 14 feet. 

Tires: Your tires should have visible tread 
of at least 2/32 of an inch across the base 
with no worn spots showing the ply. 

Smooth tires on wet roads contribute to 
thousands of serious crashes. 

Mirrors: Your vehicle must have at least 
one rearview mirror which gives a view 
of the highway at least 200 feet to the rear. 

Keeping your Car in Good Condition 
No matter how well you drive, you are 
not safe unless your vehicle is in good 
condition. If it is not, you could have a 
serious crash. 

Brakes: Check to see that the pedal stays 
well above the floor when you step on it. 
If the car pulls to one side when you use 
the brakes or you hear any scraping or 
squealing noises, your brakes may need 
to be repaired. 

Lights: Replace burned-out bulbs and 
clean lenses often. Dirty headlights can 
cut your night vision by one-half. Burned 
out signal lights or brake lights mean you 
can’t tell other drivers what you are do-
ing. Keep your lights adjusted so that you 
don’t blind oncoming drivers. 

Windows and Windshields: Keep the 
glass clean, inside and out, to reduce 
glare. 

Rear windows: When the rear window is 
composed of, covered by, or treated with 
any material which makes the rear win-
dow non¬transparent, the vehicle must 
be equipped with side mirrors on both 
sides. 

Bumper Height Requirements 
Owners of automobiles and pickup 
trucks are required to have both front 
and rear bumpers mounted within cer-
tain height levels. Height limitations are 
governed by the net shipping weight of 
the vehicle, not the modified or altered 
weight. The maximum allowable heights 
between the pavement and bottom of the 
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front and rear bumper, provided by sec-
tion 316.251, Florida Statutes, are: 

• Cars with a net weight of less than 
2,500 pounds - 22 inches front and 
rear.

• Cars 2,500 pounds or more but less 
than 3,500 pounds - 24 inches front; 
26 inches rear.

• Cars 3,500 pounds or more - 27 
inches front; 29 inches rear.

• Trucks under 2,000 pounds - 24 
inches front; 26 inches rear.

• Trucks 2,000 pounds or more but 
less than 3,000 pounds - 27 inches 
front; 29 inches rear.

• Trucks 3,000 pounds or more but 
not more than 5,000 pounds - 28 
inches front; 30 inches rear.

8.3 - Equipment Not Permitted 

You may not have on or in your vehicle: 
• Red or blue emergency lights. These 

are for emergency and law enforce-
ment vehicles only. 

• A siren, bell or whistle. 
• A very loud muffler or one that lets 

out smoke. 
• Signs, posters or stickers on the 

windshield or windows (except 
those required by law). 

• A television which the driver can 
see.
• More than two spotlights, cowl or 

fender lights, fog lights (in front), or 
other extra lights (in front). 

• Headsets worn by driver while 
operating a vehicle. 

8.4 - Additional Equipment 
Required on Certain Vehicles 

Trailers must have the following equip-
ment: 

• Every trailer or semi-trailer weigh-
ing

more than 3,000 pounds: On the 
front, two clearance lamps, one at 
each side. On each side, two side 

marker lamps, one at/or near the 
front and one at/or near the rear. On 
the rear, two clearance lamps, one 
at each side, and two reflectors, one 
at/or near the front and one at/or 
near the rear. There must also be two 
stoplights on the rear of these vehi-
cles. One stop light is permitted on 
vehicles built before January 1, 1972.

• Every pole trailer weighing more 
than 3,000 pounds: On each side, 
one side marker lamp and one 
clearance lamp (which may be in 
combination), to show to the front, 
side and rear, on the rear of the pole 
trailer or load, two reflectors, one at 
each side.

• Every trailer, semi-trailer or pole 
trailer weighing 3,000 pounds or 
less: On the rear, two reflectors, one 
on each side.

• Every trailer must have a stop light 
if the trailer covers the stop lights on 
the towing vehicle. Every trailer or 
semi-trailer weighing 3,000 pounds 
or more must have brakes which 
can be operated by the driver in the 
towing motor vehicle. The brakes 
must be designed and connected 
so that they will automatically stop 
the trailer if it breaks away from the 
towing vehicle. 

8.5 - Limitations on Towing 

The following rules apply to the drawbar 
or towing connection: 

• It must be strong enough to pull all 
towed weight. 

• It must not be more than 15 feet 
long unless you are towing poles, 
pipes, machinery, or other objects 
that cannot be easily taken apart.

• If a chain, rope, or cable is used as 
the towing connection, you must 
have a white flag at least 12 inches 
square attached to it.
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8.6 - Limitations on Loading; 
Securing the Load 

• You may not drive or move any 
loaded vehicle on the highway if the 
load is not secure. The load must 
not be able to drop, shift, leak, or 
otherwise escape.

• You must use a close-fitting cover 
when hauling loads which could fall 
or blow onto the roadway. Examples: 
dirt, sand, lime-rock, gravel, silica, 
trash or garbage.

• Every truck carrying logs or 
pulpwood must use proper equip-
ment, including lock chains that will 
securely fasten the load.

8.7 - Projecting Load 

When a load extends to the rear 4 feet or 
more beyond the bed or body of the load-
ed vehicle, it must be clearly marked. 

8.7.1 - Nighttime 

At night, or when you cannot see clear-
ly at least 1,000 feet ahead, the following 
markers must be used: 

• Two red lamps on the back of the 
load which can be seen from at least 
500 feet to the rear. 

• Two red reflectors on the rear which 
can be seen at night from all dis-
tances between 100 and 600 feet 
when directly in front of low- beam 
headlights. These reflectors should 
be placed to show the full width of 
the load. Two red lamps, one on each 
side of the load, which can be seen 
from at least 500 feet. These lamps 
should be placed near the end of the 
projecting load.

8.7.2 - Daytime 

In the daytime, 4 red flags at least 12 
inches square must be placed on the pro-
jecting load where red lamps are used at 
night (extreme rear and sides).

NOTE:  If the trailer or motor vehicle’s 
transporting logs, long pulpwood, poles 
or posts that extend more than 4 feet 
beyond the rear of the load, then you 
must have one amber strobe-type lamp 
equipped, so that the lamp is visible from 
the rear and both sides of the projecting 
load. The lamp must be operational and 
seen any time of day or night. 

8.8- Anti-Locking Brake System 
(ABS) 

Anti-lock brakes prevent skidding and 
allow drivers to steer during an emer-
gency braking situation. ABS can help 
improve vehicle stability (avoiding spin-
outs), steering ability (directing the car 
where the driver wants it to go) and stop-
ping capability (distance needed to stop 
the vehicle). 

Many drivers learned the correct way to 
stop in an emergency situation where 
traction is lost and the vehicle slides is by 
pumping the brakes. While this is correct 
with conventional brakes, with ABS it is 
different. Drivers with ABS need to press 
down hard on the brake pedal, hold it 
and steer out of danger.  In an emergency 
situation, the ABS automatically pumps 
the brakes at a faster rate than the driver 
could. Drivers should be aware that re-
moving steady pressure from the brake 
pedal or pumping the brakes will disen-
gage or “turn off” the ABS. 

One of the most important benefits of 
ABS is that the driver can steer the vehicle 
away from hazards while braking. Driv-
ers should not turn the steering wheel 
hard or jerk the vehicle in one direction. 
Control of the vehicle can be maintained 
by steering where the driver wants to go. 
Drivers need to check that traffic is clear 
when deciding where to steer and always 
remember to steer back into the original 
lane as soon as the hazard is cleared. 
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Vehicles can be equipped with two dif-
ferent types of ABS: 

• Four-wheel on passenger cars and 
some light trucks.  Always remem-
ber to brake hard and steer.  It is 
important to keep firm and constant 
pressure on the brake pedal while 
stopping. 

• Rear-wheel-only on some light 
trucks.  It prevents the rear wheels 
from locking up so that the back 
end of the vehicle does not skid 
sideways. The front wheels can still 
lock up and the driver will lose 
steering control if this happens. 
In this situation, the driver should 
let up on the brake pedal with just 
enough pressure to allow the front 
wheel to start rolling again to regain 
control. When the driver feels that 
he has regained steering control, the 
brake pedal should again be firmly 
engaged. 

Drivers can determine whether their 
cars have ABS by looking for a lighted 
ABS symbol on the dashboard right after 
starting the engine, checking the owner’s 
manual or asking the dealer. 

8.9 - Emissions - Please Do Not 
Tamper 

It is illegal to tamper with, remove, or 
cause not to work any pollution control 
device on your vehicle. Those who do are 
guilty of a first or second degree misde-
meanor, depending on the offense. Tam-
pering with emissions control devices 
damages your vehicle and can cause the 
following: 

• Increased air pollution.
• Lower gas mileage and less vehicle 

efficiency.
• More maintenance costs.
• Respiratory (breathing) difficulties. 

DO NOT EXHAUST FLORIDA’S 
FUTURE! 

8.10 - Vehicle Licensing 
If you accept employment or engage in a 
trade, profession or occupation in Flor-
ida or if you enroll your children to be 
educated in a public school in Florida, 
the vehicle you own must have a Florida 
registration certificate and license plate. 
You must obtain the registration certifi-
cate and license plate within 10 days after 
beginning employment or enrollment. 
You also must have a Florida Certificate 
of Title for your vehicle, unless an out-of-
state financial institution holds the title 
and will not release it to Florida. 

8.11 - Proving Ownership and 
Insurance Coverage 

To get your license plate and registration 
certificate, you must prove that you own 
your vehicle and that you have Florida 
Personal Injury Protection (PIP) insur-
ance coverage for your vehicle. You must 
prove ownership by showing your certifi-
cate of title. You must prove PIP coverage 
by showing a Florida insurance identifi-
cation card or other acceptable proof. The 
vehicle identification number (VIN) on 
any vehicle previously titled or registered 
in another state must be verified by one of 
several designated officials before the ve-
hicle can be titled and registered in Flor-
ida.  VIN verification is not required on 
any new vehicles, regardless of whether 
purchased in Florida or out of state, mo-
bile homes, trailer type recreational vehi-
cles (travel trailers, camp trailers, truck 
campers, and fifth wheel recreational 
trailers) or trailers and semi-trailers with 
a weight of less than 2,000 pounds. 

8.12 - Applying For Title, License 
Plates and Registration 
Apply for title, license plates and registra-
tion at any tax collector’s office in Flor-
ida. The cost of your license plate will 
depend on the type and weight of your 
vehicle. Your vehicle must always have a 
current license plate and you must always 
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have your vehicle’s registration when you 
are driving. If you buy a vehicle from a 
dealer in Florida, the dealer must apply 
for a certificate of title, certificate of reg-
istration and license plate for you. If you 
buy a vehicle from an individual, you 
must obtain the title from the individ-
ual and apply for a certificate of title in 
your name. You may apply for certificate 
of title, certificate of registration and li-
cense plate at the same time. You cannot 
get a license plate until you have a title to 
prove that you own the vehicle. All first 
time driver license applicants who hold 
an out-of-state license should apply for a 
Florida driver license before they register 
their vehicle in Florida. 

8.12.1 - Renewal 
Vehicle license plates and registrations 
must be renewed each year or biennially, 

on or before the birthday of the first own-
er listed on the registration form.  Each 
time you renew, you must prove that you 
have the required insurance, unless on 
file and electronically updated. You may 
renew by mail or through the internet at 
www.gorenew.com. Registrations expire 
at midnight on the birthday of the first 
owner listed on the registration form, ex-
cept for: 

• Mobile homes - renew yearly by 
December 31. 

• Heavy trucks (>5000 lbs), semi-
trucks and semi-trailers  
renew yearly by December 31. 

• Vehicles owned by companies and 
corporations, and some commercial 
vehicles - renew yearly by June 30. 

For more information or assistance on 
motor vehicle title and registration, con-
tact your county tax collector’s office. 
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Test Your Knowledge
1. When the foot brake is pressed, 
which light must come on? (See sec-
tion 8.1.4)

2. In addition to other equipment, is 
your vehicle required to have a white 
light that makes the license plate vis-
ible from 50 feet, a windshield wiper 
and a horn? (See section 8.1.4)

3. How many feet to the rear should 
you be able to see objects through 
the rearview mirror? (See section 8.2)

4. If a trailer covers the stoplight of 
the towing vehicle, where else must a 
stoplight be? (See section 8.4)

5. Where should reflectors be 
mounted? (See Section 8.4)

6. When one vehicle is towing anoth-
er by means of a chain, what does the 
chain need to have displayed on it? 
(See section 8.5)

7. How long can the drawbar be be-
tween the towing vehicle and the ve-
hicle being towed? (See section 8.5)

8. Give three examples of loads that 
need to be covered to avoid items, 
falling or blowing on roadway. (See 
section 8.6)

9. Assume that a load extends 4 or 
more feet beyond the bed or body 
of a vehicle driven on a highway in 
the daytime. How many flags must 
be used to mark it, and what color 
should they be? (See section 8.7)

10. What is the proper way to use an-
ti-lock brakes in an emergency situ-
ation? (See section 8.8)

11. What do anti-lock braking sys-
tems prevent when used in an emer-
gency stopping situation? (See sec-
tion 8.8)
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Section 9
Driving School 
Providers

This Section Covers:
• 9.1: Traffic Law Substance 

Abuse Education Course
• 9.2: Third Party Tester
• 9.3: Advanced Driver 

Improvement
• 9.4: Basic Driver Improvement 

Course
• 9.5: Electing to Attend Traffic 

School
• 9.6: Florida Licensed DUI 

Programs
• 9.7: Mature Driver Insurance 

Courses

9.1 - Traffic Law Substance 
Abuse Education Course 
Providers

Reasons for Attending Traffic Law and 
Substance Abuse Education 
If you have never held a regular driver 
license in any state, country, or jurisdic-
tion, you must complete a Traffic Law 
and Substance Abuse Education course 
before applying for a Learner’s license in 
the state of Florida. The driver education 
courses offered by some county school 
boards may substitute for this require-
ment. Please contact your local school 
board for further information. If you are 
under 21 years old and receive a notice of 
suspension for driving with a BAL of .02 
to .05, you must complete a Traffic Law 
and Substance Abuse Education course 
in order to reinstate your driver license 
on a hardship basis.

An up to date list of approved course 
providers can be found on our web site 
at http://www.flhsmv.gov/ddl/driving-
courses.html.

9.2 – Third Party Tester – Driver 
License Exams

Driver license exams (Class E knowledge 
examination) are now available from pro-
viders approved by Department of High-
way Safety and Motor Vehicles. The on-
line service is available to students under 
18 years of age. Students of all ages may 
take the exams with a provider who offers 
the exams in an in-person setting. 

An up to date list of approved course 
providers can be found on our web site 
at http://www.flhsmv.gov/ddl/driving-
courses.html.

9.3 - Advanced Driver 
Improvement Courses

If your driver license was suspended in 
the state of Florida for points or as a ha-
bitual traffic offender (non-DUI related), 
or by court order, you must complete an 
advanced driver improvement course. 
Note: If you hold a Florida driver license 
and receive a ticket for a moving viola-
tion in Arizona, the state of Arizona may 
withhold adjudication if you complete a 
state-approved advanced driver improve-
ment course. 

To locate an approved online advanced 
driver improvement course, refer to your 
local telephone directory, or contact the 
course providers listed below.

An up to date list of approved course 
providers can be found on our web site 
at http://www.flhsmv.gov/ddl/driving-
courses.html.

9.4 - Basic Driver Improvement 
Courses

You must complete a basic driver im-
provement course (Traffic Collision 
Avoidance Course) if you want to retain 
your driver license in the following cir-
cumstance: 

• You were a driver in a crash and are 
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found at fault and someone was 
transported to the hospital or

• You had two crashes in a two-year 
period, which resulted in property 
damage greater than $500 or 

• You are convicted of running a red 
light or

• You were convicted of passing a 
school bus when it displays a 
stopped signal or

• You were convicted of racing on 
highway

If you receive a ticket for a non-criminal 
moving violation, and you do not hold a 
commercial driver license, you may elect 
to attend a basic driver improvement 
course in lieu of points on your driving 
record. 

In some cases, you may choose to attend 
a basic driver improvement course to re-
ceive insurance discounts. This discount 
is solely at the discretion of your insur-
ance company.

9.5 - Electing to Attend Traffic 
School

Drivers with a Class A, B, or C license, or 
drivers charged with exceeding the speed 
limit by more than 30 mph may not make 
an election under this subsection. If, as a 
result of a moving violation, you elect to 
attend and complete a basic driver im-
provement course, you will receive the 
following benefits: 

1. Your insurance rates cannot go up 
and your policy cannot be cancelled 
because of this violation, unless this 
involved a crash where you were at 
fault.

2. Points may not be added to your 
driver license record, adjudication 
of guilt is withheld. You may not 
make an election under this subsec-
tion if you have made this election 
in the preceding 12 months. A 
person may make no more than five 
elections in a lifetime. To determine 

if you are eligible to make an elec-
tion to attend traffic school, check 
our web site at www.flhsmv.gov.  

Within 30 days from the date you re-
ceived the traffic citation and prior to at-
tending class, you must: 

1. Inform the Clerk of Court in the 
county where you received the 
citation that you want to go to traffic 
school, and 

2. Pay an election fee to the Clerk 
of Court in the county where you 
received the citation. 

You may contact the traffic school of 
your choice to register for class. The Flor-
ida Department of Highway Safety and 
Motor Vehicles must approve the course. 
Traffic schools are listed in your local 
telephone directory under “driving in-
struction” or “traffic schools.” Approved 
course providers are also listed below. To 
locate an approved on-line basic driver 
improvement course, refer to your local 
telephone directory, or contact the course 
providers listed below. 

A full list of your options for satisfying 
your traffic citation is on the back of the 
citation. You are required to choose one 
of the three options within 30 days of re-
ceiving the citation.

An up to date list of approved course 
providers can be found on our web site 
at http://www.flhsmv.gov/ddl/driving-
courses.html.

9.6 - Florida Licensed DUI 
Programs

You may be required to complete a li-
censed DUI program if your license is 
administratively suspended for unlawful 
blood or breath alcohol level, if you re-
fuse to submit to a breath, blood, or urine 
test, or if you are convicted of driving un-
der the influence or possession of a con-
trolled substance. 
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An up to date list of approved course 
providers can be found on our web site 
at http://www.flhsmv.gov/ddl/driving-
courses.html.

9.7 – Mature Driver Insurance 
Courses
A driving course just for older adults can 
update drivers on traffic laws and suggest 
useful ways to adapt driving habits to ac-
commodate aging.  Some courses even 
qualify older drivers for a reduction in 
auto insurance costs. 
http://www.flhsmv.gov/ddl/mature_dis-
count.html



104

Official Florida Driver’s Handbook • 2014


